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the People's War aa required by inter .lal law. For yean

the Bclf^iin rjovemment has had under consideration that at

the outbreak of u Fran(<)-(!erman war it would be involved

in the operations; the preparation of mobilisation hefjan, as

ran h" proved, :it least a week before the invasion of the trerrnan

army. The (Jovemment wa.s therefore completely in a posi-

tinn to provide the civil j)opiilatif)n with military badges and

appoint respoHHiblc leaders, so far a.s they wished to u.se their

jscrvict's in any fightinp which inipht take place. If the Belgian

(iovcniincnt in a communication which has been communicated

to the Oerman Government throupli a neutral Power, maintain

that tliey took suitable mea,sure3, tliis only proves that they

could have satisfied the conditions which had be(>n laid down ;

in any rase, however, such steps were not taken in those districts

through which the German troops passed.

The requirements of international law for an unorganised

Pco])le"s War were tb'm not complied with in Belgium ; more-

o\ IT, this war was carried on in a manner which alone would have

been tiufficient to have put those who took part in it outside

the laws of war. For the Belgian francs-tireurs rec;iilarlv carried

their weapons not openly, and throughout failed to observe the

laws and usages of war.

It has been shown by unanswerable evidence that in a whole

series of cases the German troops were on their arrival received

by the Belgian civil j)opulation in an apparently friendly

manner, and then, when darkness came on or some other oppor-

tunity presented itself, were attacked wiih arms ; such cases

occurred es[iecially in Blegny, Esneux, Grand Rosere, Bievre,

Gou\'}', Villers devant Orval, Sainte Marie, Les BuUes, Yschippe,

Acoz, Aerschot, Andenne, and Louvain (Appendices 3, 8, 11-13,

18, 22, 28, 31, 43; A, B, D). All these attacks obviously

offended against the precept of international law that arms

should be borne openly.

\^niat, however, is the chief accusation against the Belgian

population is the unheard-of violatioa of the usages of war.

In different places, for instance, at Liege, Herve, Brussels, at


