
lock' regarding the complaint of the 
civil engineers of Canada that pre­
ference was given to foreign engin­
eers on the surveys of the Grand 
Trunk Pacific. I do not know why 
the hon. minister chose that particu­
lar evening to bring on the dlsonu- 
sion, unless he wished to bring it on 
* " fore a thin House# On Friday
evening a great many members, as 
a rule, leave for home, and the hon. 
minister probably thought to take 
advantage of their absence and thus 
u%oid the full discussion which would 
have taken place had the subject 
tome up 01. another day. The hon. 
the lender of the opposition had made 
a motion asking for copies of letters 
and documents from the civil engin- 
eers, and the Minister of Labor 
knew that he had not done his duty 
when he failed to investigate the 
complaint-j which these men had laid 
before the government, and was anx­
ious to avoid discussion as much as 
ponible But if the debate turned 
out disastrous to himself and his 
party, as it did, he had only himself 
to ble me. In his attempt at Jefenc», 
ho tried to draw a herring across 
the trail by making a most unjusti­
fiable and unfair attack oil the hon. 
member for West Toronto ‘Mr. 
Clarke). The course of that gentle­
man on the labor question needs no 
defence. , If there is a man who has 
stood by the laboring classes, It Is 
the hon. member for West Toronto. 
He has not played to the galleries ns 
is the custom of the Minister of La­
bor, and as that minister did the oth­
er night when he read the letters 
from the civil engineers. For many 
years that hon. gentleman was in 
this House before he became a minis­
ter of the Crown, and in all these 
years ho cannot show that he ever 
had anything to say in the interests 
of the laboring classes. But take 
the record of the hon. member for 
West Toronto, and we will find that 
for over thirty years he lies been 
continuously identified with the lab­
or interests of this country. He gave 
his energetic aid to the men to vin­
dicate their right to organize them­
selves into unions, and that at a 
time when the political friends of the 
Minister of Labor and his party 
were trying to crush the unions by 
sending men to jail, Including the 
hon. member for West Toronto him­
self ; and never under any circum­
stances was he known to have re­

ceived one cent of money from any 
labor union for his services.

The Government’s Gross Neglect.
When the Minister of Labor char­

ges my hon. friend with having made 
his living out of a labor commission 
he makes a charge which he must 
know to be thoroughly unwarrant­
ed in fact. My hon. friend (Mr. 
Clarke) has had conferred upon him 
by the citizens of Toronto the high­
est honor at their command. In 
that city, where he Is beet known, 
he has had the honor of being elected 
mayor during four consecutive years; 
in the Ontario legislature, he repre­
sented the city of Toronto during 8 
years ; and at the last election he 
polled the largest vote obtained by 
any candidate elected to this House, 
as well as the largest majority gain­
ed by any hon. member in the pro­
vince of Ontario. I venture to as­
sert that my hon. friend, who is 
printer, and who knows the needs of 
the working men of this country, has 
done more to alleviate their condition 
since he has been a member of this 
House than the Minister of Labor 
and the cabinet which he belongs to 
ever dreamt of accomplishing. Does 
the Minister of Labor forget that it 
was the hon. member for West To­
ronto who brought up in this House 
year after year the question of re­
muneration of the civil Service l Does 
he forget that it was my hon. friend 
who was the first to raise his voice 
in the interests of the trackmen of 
the Grand Trunk Railway, who were 
getting from ninety cents to one dol­
lar per day ? And if the governmen 
have appointed an officer to examine 
into and report on the causes of all 
railway accidents in which human 
life is lost, who was it that impress­
ed on the government the necessity 
of doing this ? It was my hon. 
friend; it was he who first brought 
that matter to the attention of this 
House. Id connection with the civil 
engineers, the Minister of Labor 
tried to defend the work he had done. 
Last session the hon. member for 
North Victoria (Mr. Hughes) openly 
declared that the great majority of 
the civil engineers employed to make 
the surveys of Grand Trunk Pacific 
Ry. in the Northwest were Ameri­
cans and aliens. Yet still the Min­
ister of Labor has the assurance to 
ask what hon. members on this side 
have done for the workingmen. But,
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