
PREFACE.

This work is composed of materials which I have gathered within

the last ten years, while performing occasional Tours into almost every

nook and corner of the United States, and the neighboring British

Provinces. It comprehends ample descrip'Jons of the Valleys of the

Mississippi and St. Lawrence rivers, with the Basin of the Great

Lakes, the entire Mountain-Land overlooking our Atlantic seaboard,

and the Alluvial Region bordering on the Gulf of Mexico. It is

indeed a kind of Cyclopedia of American Scenery and Personal Ad-

venture, and of Traveling Incidents, calculated to exhibit the man-

ners and customs of our people, and interest the lovers of Natural

Histoiy and the various' Arts of Sporting.

The several parts of the work, as they at present appear, wer( origi-

nally published in the journals and periodicals of the day, and sub-

sequently in as many small volumes, which were all very kindly

received by the public, both in this country and England. My chief

channel of communication, however, as a Tourist, has been the

Natiokal Intdllijcnccr ; but I have also written occasionally for the

New Yorh Observer, the New York Express, the Southern Literary

Messenger, and Bentley's Magazine. Among those who have been

my friends, and given me advice, and whose kindly offices I have

acknowledged in brief Dedicatory Epistleg, now thrown aside, are

Messrs. Gales & Seaton, Hon. George P. Marsh, Professor Joseph

Henry, William C. Bryant, Esq., Hon. John F. Crampton, and


