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Louisiana and Florida being colonial possessions of France and Spain,
rendered the purchase of those Territories materially different from the
proposed annexation of Texas. " Whether the Constitution of the
United States, they added, contemplated the annexation of such a
State, and, if so, in what manner that object is to be effected, are ques-
tions, in the opinion of the President, which it would be inexpedient,
nnder present circumstances, to agitate."

And now, Mr. Chairman, I go much farther than the honorable gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania, on this subject. I not only deny the com-
petency of the treaty-making power of this Government to negotiate

any such amalgamation as this, without the co-operation of the House
of Representatives ; but I deny that our co-operation can confer or

supply that competency. Certainly, certainly, the Constitution did

710^ contemplate the annexation of such a State. Provoco adpopulum /

The People, in their own right, are alone competent to pronounce the

doom, which is to bind up the fortut^es of this Republic in the same
bundle of life or death with those of any foreign power ; and I hope
and believe that they will disown and renounce any Executive or any
Legislative act, which shall infringe upon this—their own supreme
prerogative. I trust that they will not be deluded by any false alarm,
by any red lion representation, that Texas is about to be made a colo-

nial possession of Great Britain. The British Government have no such
purpose. Our own Government know this. And if Texas be foisted

into this Union upon any such pretence, it will be an act as fraudulent

in its inception, as it will, under any circumstances, be pernicious in its

result.
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