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Tin: history of philosophy shews, that when

the mind is oifted with knowlodjje, and energy in

its pursuit, an observation, experiment, or idea,

oftentimes reveals to it a further amount of

knowledge, of which it had not previously any,

or only a very va<fue, conce])tion—oftentimes

jrives to it the first happy glimpse of a true

definition, law, theory, science or method. Wo
have instances of this in some of the ;)oblest

and most useful discoveries which have been

made, and which at first by a mere chance were

seen, and afterwards speculated on, verified or

applied. Thus, a chance association disclosed to

Archimedes in his bath a method for deter-

mining the s])ecific gravities of bodies. Bacon

speaks of his Noinim Orfrauum, as originating

in a happy thought, and rather the product of time

than of genius. Thus, the endeavour of Harvey

to account for the use of the valves in veins.


