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on the Miflifippi, we may therefore date the commence*

ment of their encroachments in North-America, and

their growth of power there. When Carolina was

fo terribly befet with the Indians in 17 15, the

French took that opportunity to feize the fort of

Albama, one of the moft convenient pofts in that

country to affe<Sl our colonies of Carolina, and

which had been fettled by our traders many years before

the French fettled on the Miflifippi. If fuch infolence,

fo very foon after the treaty of Utrecht, and the execu-

tion of their fcheme for forming a colony on the Mifli-

fippi, was left unpuniihed, could we expe£l better treat-

ment for the future ? If fuch cxpeftations were enter-

tained, the event has convinced us of their fallacy, for

the French, not only ftill keep pofleflion of this fort, and

lay claim to the whole of the River Couflia, becaufe it

falls into the River Albama (whereon the fort fo called

by us is built ) but they have fince aflumed an abfo-

lute title to the whole country beyond the Apala-

chean and Allegany mountains, drawing a line from

Cape Efcondido in the Gulph of Mexico acrofs the

mountains, quite through the heart of the colonies of

New York and New England, and up the Bay of Funtiy
j

by which means they leave us only a very contracted

ficirt along the coaft much fmaller, even than the tracSfc

of land between the mountains and the Miflifippi. And,

in order to fupport thefe pretenfions, and their intereft

with the natives, they have been confl:antIy fending rein-

forcements and warlike ftores j and even at the time of

negociating the laft peace, they were actually fending,

er, fend a body of two thoufand re-and did, (hortly
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