
It was almost free (nule. Not one of tlicse nrliolej* cominf); from Eng-
land waHtohoiuliiiitted fretrol duty. Thmdianahtol a treaty wiwsent
to I^ord Derby, wlioaimwcred that tlie wliolti iiroccediniu; wax approved
and tlie KnuliMh tioveriiineHt iiNmuted to the arriintrt'inent admitting
Ainorican j{<><>«'8 free to u Itritish cnlDny, where a taritV of "JO to 40 per
ceut. was to be laid U{)on thn s;ime kind of ^oods coming fioin England
or any other country than the United HtatcH.

CommercitU union is not in hostility to Kn^land. She has no better
cnsloiuer than the United Stat<«. and the entrance of Canada into our
coniniereial s.vsleni and onr business aetivities would stimulate her
prosperity and make her trade in ail directions more valuable. 'Hjo
live hundred millions of Knnlii<h capital invested in Canada would be
immediately enhan(;e<l in value lo Kufjlish owners.
The irritation (|uestions that have arisen between our Government

and Knjriand have nearly all orij^inated in our relations with Canada,
and they have often disturlied our vast business with (ireat Britain
and even endanjicred peaee. They would be removed and that jjreat

trade, many hundred millions annually, would enjoy assured perma-
nent peaee.

These, in brief, are some of the practical business reasons in imme-
diate view for the step ])roposed by this resolution. Every intelliftent

and thoujthttui mind will .see the far-rea('hin<j; ellects of comniereial
union upon the two peoples in the Iouk hereafter, the security it will

Hive to coulinnin>; peace, the wjlution it will afford at once to all

the exasperaiinji dilltrences that have been in dispute for generations,
the vastly extended pros|)erity itassures tothe Enfjlish-speakinit people
of this continent dwelling to;{ether in haruKmious activity, increasing
power, and unbroken peace.

* * « » « » *

Mr. IIITT, from the Committee oa Foreign AfTairs, March 16, 1888,
submitted the following report to accompany joint resolution (H. Kea.

129):
The Committee on ForeiRii Affairs, to whom was referred Tlouse joint resobi-

tion 129, to proniolecoiuiuerciiil union with Canada, beg leave to Hubuiit the fol-
lowing report:
Our ooiiimf rcial relations with Canada have recenlly awake-ned a deeper In-

terest and reoeivod a more thorough diHousnion than ever before, on botli Hides
of the iMirder. The tendrnoy of public opinion is plainly towards the eulurge-
lucnt of trade Itelweon th« two coiintric^s. In Canadn the muveinent has nd-
vmieed from wliat was a few years ago an effort for partial reciprocity, to a wide
expresulon in favor of unrestricted intercourse and commercial union. The evi-
dence of this fsct is al)uiidant.
The Uight Ilonoialile.Ioseph Chamberlain, high commissioner from Her MaJ-

esty'H Ooverniiient. is reported to have recently stated in a speech :

• The arrangement Ijetween the colonies and Great Britain isessentially a tem-
porary one. It can not remain as it is. * • • Already you have in Canada,
th(< greatest of all the colonies, ai\ agitation for what is called <-ommercial union
with Ihe t'nitetl HIates. Commercial union with the United States means unre-
strieled trtvle In'twcen the United Htatesand the Dominionof Canada, and a pro-
teclivi- tariff against the mother country. If Canada desires that, Canada can
have It."

Ar. ,' speaking of the relation of Canada tothe United States and Grert Brttain
on » s.|lMKN)tienl ocntsioii the right honorable gentleman further said that

—

"(Vi.uiiiercial iniion with the United States meant that ( 'anada was to give
{iroferencc lo every ariicle of manufacture from the United States over mann-
iiotures friini (ireat Hrllaiii. If the people of Canada desired an arrangement
of that kind he did not doubt that they would be able to 8ec\iro it."

Witliin in a few weeks a conference was held at Quebec of the prime ministers
of all the provinces constituting the Dominion of Canada, ntid after a very full
exchange of views these representatives of the executive powers of all portions
of tlie Dominion luiHiiiniously adopted the following declaration :

"This conference, comprfsitigall politicil parties, is of the opinion that a fair
measure, provided under proper conditions, for unrestricted trade relations be-


