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with the British 1s. I have never
doubted that our neighbours, if t.he
did n t already recognize this fact,
would cono cre long to tcknowledge
it-and that the value of the vast
carrying-trade they derivc fiæcïin iii.
of the great saving in cost of transpor-
tation realized from the frec use of'
our internal navigation, anîd of their
lucrative enjoyment of our Atlantie-
coast fisheries, would come home to
them more elearly as the settlement
loomed nearer iii the distance, that
must be made, and cannot be evaded,
some seven or eight years hence, when
the Concessins of the Bigh Joint
Commissioners shall come to an end.
It was in this belief that the present
Canadian Government re-opened nego-
tiations at Washington-not, as lhas
boen diligently asserted by their
political opponents, with hat in hand,
but in the frank, independent attitude
of men who asked no favours but
believed they had ample equivalents
to offer for ail they sought to obtain.
The time of their going to Washington
was not of their selection-they hat to
go. The 22nd and 23rd articles of the
Washington Treaty rendered it abso-
lately necessary that they should do
so. Lot me rýead the words:-

" ARTICLE XXII.-Inasmuch as it is asserted
by the Government of Her Britannic Majesty
that the privileges accorded to the citizens of
the United States under Article XVIII of this
Treaty are of greater value than those accorded
by Articles XLX and XXI of this Treaty tu the
subjects of Her Britanie i Majesty, and this
assertion is not admitted by the G;overnmeut
of the United States: it is far;her agreed that
Commissioners shall be appointed to determine,
bavin regard to the privileges accorded by
the United States to the subjects of Her
Britannie Majesty, as stated in Articles XIX
and XXI of this Treaty, the amount of any
compensation which, in their opinion, ouit tobe paid by the Government of the nited
States to the Government of Her Britannie
Majesty in return for the privileges accordedte the citizens of the United 8tates under
Article XVIII f this Treaty; and that anyBum Of money which the said Commissioners
may Bo award shall be paid by the United
States Government, in a gross suin, within
twelve months after such award shall havebeen given."1

'' ARTIcLE XXIII.-The Commissioners re-
ferred to in the preceding Article shall be ap-
pointed in the foilowing manner, that is te
say One Comiissioner shall be named by
Her Britannic Majesty, one by the President of
the United States, and a thirdby ler Britannic
Majesty and the President of the United States
conjointly; and in case the third Commiissioner
shal not have been so named within a eriod
of three months from the date when this rticle6

shall take effect, then the third Commissioner
shall be named by the representative at Lon-
don of lis Majesty the Emperor of Austriaand
King of Hungary. In case of the death, ab-
sence or incapacity of any Jommissioner, or in
the event of any Commissioner omitting or
ceashig to act, the vacancy shall be filled ii
the manner hereinbefore provided for making
the original appointment, the period of three
nionths in case ofsuch substitution being cal-
culated from the date of the happeningof the
vacancy.

" The Commissioners so named shall meet in
the City of Halifax, in the Province of Nova
Scotia, at ti e carliest convenient period after
they have been respectively named, and shall,
before proceeding to any business, make and
subscribe a solemn declaration that they will
im)artially and carefully examine and decide
the matters referred to theým to the best ot their
judgment, and according to justice and equity;
and such decltration shall be entered on the
record of their proceedings.

" Eaeh of the High Contracting Parties shall
also name one person to attend the Commission
as its agent to represent it generally in all
mnatters connectedwith the Commission.'

Mr. Rothery, a distinguished English
juris consuilt and Registrar of the High
Court of Admiralty, arrived in Canada
shortly before the late Government left
office in 1873, as the duly appointed
agent of the British Governmenît to get
up the case of Canada in the Fishery
arbitration provided for by these arti-
cles. I know nothing of what passed
between either the late or the prosent
Governmenlt and Mx. lRothory, whilo
ho was at Ottawa; but in passing
througli Toronto on his way to Wash-
ington, Mr. Rothery saw beveral pro-
ninent public mon with a view to ac-
quiring information as to the value of
our sea-coast fisheries and the best
mode of collrtielg evidence to sustain
o14 claimn, and anongst whom I had
the honour to be included. I availed
myself ot the opportunity to express to
Mr. 1othery my strong conviction that
the submission to any three arbitrators
of the power to place a cash value on
our great sea fisheries was exceedingly
distasteful to the great mass of the
Canadian people. 1 reminded him that
Canada in 1854 conceded these fisheries
to the United States for a teim of years
as part of a commercial arrangement
between the two countries, and I von-
tured to suggest how much botter it
would be were the same thing repeated
now, and the concession of the fisheries
merged in a gonoral treaty of commer-
cial reciprocity for a term of yea.s and
on a mutualty advantageous basis. I
expressed my bolief to Mr. Rothery
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