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Oral Questions

the Canadian varsity football championship in 1974,1976, Royal Military College in Saint-Jean, has proposed to the 
1977 and 1989, and hopefully next year too. federal government an alternative to the brutal closure of the

college in Saint-Jean.

won

Saturday’s 50-40 victory was the first overtime victory in the 
history of the Vanier Cup. The Saskatchewan Huskies’ valiant 
effort made for an exciting game for the spectators. In a letter addressed to his superiors, Col. Parisien confirms 

that Kingston does not have enough facilities to house the 
A Western fan, 82-year old Professor Emeritus Allen Phil- officer cadets from Saint-Jean and he expresses serious reserva- 

brick, lapped the field after every Western touchdown, as he has tions about the ability of the college in Kingston to properly 
done for the last 20 years. integrate French-speaking officer cadets in their language.

I am proud to congratulate the team, the university and all the 
fans. I am very happy that they are in my riding.

How can the Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs refuse to 
consider Col. Parisien’s proposal, since the colonel knows what 
he is talking about? Will he finally admit that the college in 
Kingston does not now have sufficient facilities for the French- 
speaking officer cadets from Saint-Jean?

Hon. Marcel Massé (President of the Queen’s Privy Coun
cil for Canada, Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs and 

with immense pride that I heard today in the House our Prime Minister responsible for Public Service Renewal, Lib.): Mr.
Minister announce that Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth has ac- Speaker, I checked again with defence department experts and
cepted his recommendation to appoint the Hon. Romeo LeBlanc with the defence minister himself. They confirmed for me that
as Canada s 25th Governor General. This is a wonderful tribute once all the costs of converting the college in Kingston are taken
to a man who has served our country for so long and with such into account, the federal government would save $23 million a
distinction. year net by putting all these military facilities there.

The Prime Minister has bestowed an honour on all Atlantic , . . , . T ,Canadians, all new Brunswickers and in particular the vibrant Z ™ u "c™ ,° lmPlement the Ju*y 19 agreement
Acadian community of North America. S° that ^ college m Saint-Jean can remain a post-secondary

educational institution.
• (1415)

GOVERNOR GENERAL

Mr. Paul Zed (Fundy—Royal, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, it was

Hon. Lucien Bouchard (Leader of the Opposition, BQ):
On behalf of all New Brunswickers I wish to thank the Prime Mr. Speaker, the minister quotes anonymous defence depart-

Minister for honouring us in this way. Romeo LeBlanc will ment experts for us. He should realize that the expert in this
make an excellent Governor General. He is a man possessed of area, who is there on location running the college and knows
unusual human strength, humour and compassion. I know his what it really needs and what it must have in future and who also
modest self-deprecating style and wit will endear him to all knows Kingston, is the commandant of the present college, Col.
Canadians. He will be the people’s Governor General, a man as Marcel Parisien. He contradicts the minister,
comfortable chatting informally in a farmhouse kitchen in 
Sussex, New Brunswick, as he will be receiving a head of state at 
Rideau Hall.

The Prime Minister has made an outstanding choice. Mem
bers join me in congratulating Romeo, his wife, Diana, and their 
children Dominic, Genevieve, Joanna and Sarah. May God bless 
and keep our new head of state.

The minister’s attitude could drive one to despair. He is 
needlessly stubborn. When will he finally listen to reason, since 
he is practically the only one now who opposes his own 
commandant of the college in defending the brutal closure of the 
college in Saint-Jean, which Col. Parisien considers to be 
irresponsible and unrealistic?

Does he not realize that he is jeopardizing the attempt to reach 
the goal of 30 per cent French-speaking students in Kingston?

Hon. Marcel Massé (President of the Queen’s Privy Coun
cil for Canada, Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs and 
Minister responsible for Public Service Renewal, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, again, I rely on the opinion of defence department 
experts. The commandant himself is not an expert on the costs of 
converting such an institution.

The experts are very clear. The federal government’s position 
Mr. Speaker, following the Government of Quebec and the of concentrating all its teaching operations in Kingston is 
Mayor of Saint-Jean, Col. Marcel Parisien, Commandant of the justified and the only problem still to be solved is to have the
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[Translation]

COLLÈGE MILITAIRE ROYAL DE SAINT-JEAN

Hon. Lucien Bouchard (Leader of the Opposition, BQ):


