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Some hon. MEMBERS: Answer.

Mr. MENARY: Will the minister answer?

Right Hon. J. G. GARDINER <Minister
of Agriculture): Mr. Speaker, neither one of
the questions applies to my department.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order.

Mr. MENARY: May I ask the Minister of
Finance, Mr. Speaker?

Mr. SPEAKER: I undeZstand that the hon.
member bas put his question. I suggest that
hie put it on the order paper.

COAST GUARD

INQUIRY AS TO ESTABLISHMENT ON WEST COAST-

WRECK 0F "CLARKSDALE VICTORY"

On the orders of the day:
Mr. H. G. ARCHIBALD (Skeena): I

should like to direct a question to the Min-
ister of National Defence of which I have
given him notice. Since hie is not in bis seat
I shall appreciate it if an answer is given
tomorrow. Has the government given further
consideration to establishing a coast guard on
the Svest coast of Canada, especially in the
light of the recent wreck of the Clarksdale
Victori, on the west coast of the Queen
Charlotte islands?

Hon. LIONEL CHEVRIER (Minister of
Transport): I think tbe question migbt have
been more properly directed to myseif tihan
to the Minister of National Defence, and I
arn happy to answer it. The matter is one
whieh bas been given consideration not, only
by the Department of Transport but alsn by
the government as a wbole, and wbile the
establishment of a coast guard deserves a
great deal of sympathetie consideration, on
the other band when one considers the tre-
mendous cost, whicb wou.ld follow the exten-
sive establishmnent of coast guarde on ail the
coasts of Canada hie cannot help but corne
to the conclusion that the cost. would be
entirely out of proportion to tbe matter to
whieh rny 'bon. friend referred. I ebould bring
to the hon. rnember's attention, however, the
fact that at the present time the existing
facilities for sucb service are marine service
steamers, fishcry patrol vessels, Royal Cana-
dian Mounted Police vesse]@ and also the
aearch and rescue squads of tbe R.C.A.F.,
which are devoted almost exclusively to air
rescue, but wbicb oftentimes bhave corne to tbe
assistance of marine casualties.

Mr. ARCHIBALD: None was tbere when
this boat went down.

PRICES

APPOINTMENT 0F SPECIAL COMMITTEE TO INQUIRE

INTO PRICE INCREASES AND> MATTERS

PERTAININO THERETO

The bouse resumed frorn Thursday, Feb-
ruary 5, consideration of the motion of Mr.
Mackenzie King that a select committee be
appointeà to, examine and report on the causes
of the recent rise in the cost of living, and
mnatters pertaining thereto.

Mr. CLARENCE GILLIS (Cape Breton
South): Mr. Speaker, on Tbursday night when
this debate adjourned 1 had said a good deal,
and I amn not going to repes.t anything that
I said at that time. To pick up the discussion
where I left off, 1 suggest, to the bouse that
the governrnent was not smart when it refused
to accept the amendments proposed hy the
officiai opposition and by the C.C.F. group.
Ail that the amendments suggested was to
broaden the scope of the committee, to give it
latitude with regard to bringing in sorne
recominendation.

If the committee is restricted so that it cani-
not do anything, then it serves very littie pur-
pose and the investigation will not mean
very much. I have in mmnd the industrial
relations committee which was bandling a
serious and urgent problem. I know bow it
functioned; I know of the restrictions which
were placed on it. It bad no legal status, no
right to recommend, no right to file a mninority
report. It was merely a matter of getting
something backstage and out of the mind of
the publie.

Had the Prime Minister (Mr. Mackenzie
King) and the government accepted the
amendments proposed, in effeet they would
have been tying every group in the bouse to
the committee, but by refusing to permit any
latitude wbatsoever, as suggested by the oppo-
sition, the several groups in the bouse are
placed in the position of baving to consider
whether they are being logical or not in accept-
ing membership on the committee if and wben
; t is set up. I consider that the Iast amend-
ment of the C.C.F. group was a proper one
and that the bouse sbould have been per-
mitted to vote on it. Believing that, I am going
to read it again to refresh the memory of sorne
hon. members who were home on Tbursday
and Friday. The amendaient reads as follows:

That aIl the words after "that" be str.uck out
and -the following be substituted therefor:

thie bouse is of the opinion that the preeent
erisis demands and the people of Canada want
not a parliamen.tary committee but -action by
the governument 'to restore piice controls and
subsidies.


