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the empire. There are people in this coun-
try who support botb o! these idel, n
neither is repulsive to any one, ste
are on the line of progress. Some day this
country may drift into complete inde-,
pendence, wbicb would not be contrary to
the rigbts o! the people; but as long as this
country is a part of the empire, and as
long as that relation is wbat is set ont in
ail these constitutional. documents, and as
long as we swear these oatbs of fealty and
loyaity and devotion to the crown of Great
Britain, we must choose one o! two courses,
eiher to be o! the empire or to be not o!
the empire. Then, if we choose to be of
the empire, we miuat assume our responsi-
bilities, and assume them. in a generous
wav. There are certain incongruities that
attend on a declaration o! this kind. Some
of tbemn bave been stated in the press and
in debate in the country, and there is
sometbing to be said for themn. One o!
these incongruities is this, that if tbe
inother countrv chose to pursue a policy
that brougbt bier into wars or made bier
leas competent to defend berseif, we might
be dragged into wars due to the neglect or
the bad judgment of the mother country.
Tbe very German scare o! the present time
is based on the fact that England, by pur-
suing a certain fiscal policy, bas given bier
markets to Germany and bier work to the
work-people of Germany. Wbile the British
people are told that it is cbeap bread they
want, it is reaily work tiiat they want, and
they would bave that work and that bread
if England cbanged bier fiscal policy. I
wish to sav, 'as a citizen of this country
and* a member of this House, that inasmucb
as Great Britain bas intinated to us that
she desires our assistance, I dlaim the rigbt
to discusa and criticise tbe present poiicy
of the Britisb government. My sympathy
is entirely witb tbe present government in
their desire to bring about social reform,
wbich. is badly needed in Great Britain;
but there is also needed a substantial
tariff reform in the direction of keeping tbe
Britishi market for the British people and
keeping the work of England for the work-
ing people of England instead o! sending
it abroad; and the one man that England
and the empire needa to-day is tbe man
'wbo bas force enough to tell tbe British
people tbat their duty is to go on both in
the work o! social reformi and in the work
of tariff re!orm, and that 'with these two
tbings tbey wii get rigbt at home that re-
venue wbich. will make them. strong and
competent to resist any invasion tbat might
threatén.

In view o! the propositions whicb. I bave
laid down, it is the duty of Canada to-day
to come to the assistance of tbe empire;
because this day o! freedom whicb dawns
so slowiy and wbich. we aIl speak s0 weli
o! may be suddenly eciipsed, and tbe day

of conscript n~ations, the day of feudaiism,
the day of warlordism may be revived, and
humanity and hum an progress may be
thrown bac< for centuries. In the face of
these things it is our duty to find out what
our responsibilities are and to live up to
them. England has given free parliaments
and free institutions to the world. Our sys-
tem is modelled on the British system and
we are proud of it; and if we intend to work
it out to better resuits, we must assume
our responsibilities. The Imperlshable
glory of the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Ireland is the monument she
has erected on this North American conti-
nent, and in that 1 inclu'de with Canada
the great republic to the south of u§. That
is a monument unequalled in the history
of the world. - The most wonderful de-
mocracy this world bas ever seen is on this
North American continent, and it is the
creation of the people of England. The
Engiish people having erected sucb a
monument, can any man say, even a citi-
zen of the United States, much lesa a Can-
adian citizen, that hie would for one mo-
ment fail in bis duty to upboid that monu-
ment and maintain that 4pmocracy? Those
who would attack the British empire would
attsck that democracy of this continent of
America if tbey could, and dominate it
witb warlordism and feudalism. So that
the issue at stake is not a small one,. but a
vital one-the greatest issue tbat bas ever
come before the Canadian people. We are
at the parting of tbe ways; we must cboose
one thing or anotber, and 1 know tbat we
will choose a poiicy wbicb. will be a policy
of boncur and will be in support of the
mother country; and when this nation, as
a united nation, works ont that policy and
setties what it will be, it will receive the
support of every ,province of Canada, not-
ably that of the province of Quebec.

Now, 1 want to come to the question ot
wbat our policy should be. Shýould it be
one of building a navy or should it be a
contribution to tbe old country in helping
it to carry on its navy. It could possibiy
be botb. If war sbouid break ont to-mor-
row, 4our policy would have to be the first,
and we should give a generous grant, be-
cause we could flot possibly, in that event,
hope to, build a navy in timne to help the
empire in its day of stress. I recail now a
proposition to establisb shipyards in this
country. Some years ago I happened to say
on the floor o! this bouse-I do flot know
that I got a great deal of support-that
wbat Canada required to do in the develop-
ment of a national policy was to establish
a great naval industry in the maritime pro-
vinces, and in tbe basin o! the St. Law-
rence, and that we could not start too soon.
Canada is growing into one of the great
commercial naval countries o! the world.
It lies between the two great continents of
Asia a.nd Europe, so that all the traffie be-


