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limit than the Minister imagines. That fact mnust
be proved by the prosecution, and it wvill be found
that not very many comei within it. So far as ouIr
local fishermen are concerned, I have come a good
deal in contact with those of my county and I knfow
something about themi. There are no men in my
cou nty, and a large proportion of the people are en-
gaged i fishimg, who do hot look upon purse-semie
fishing as not onîly destructive to the fish but as tend-
ing to keep the fish away. DIuring the last two vears
the fishing has been very h ad i my county, and theî
people naturally attribute it to the purse-seme
fishing. It is because my constituents are practi-
cally interested iii this subject that I an glad theà
Mînister had seen fit to ieal with it, and I an glad
lie has not only done so as regards the three-nile
limnit, but also that, having that law on the Statute-
book, the Gover'nmnenît nay be able when they go
to the United States to show low advanced we are,
and to argue during the negotiations that the
Anericana should, if they expect the fisieries to
prosper, agree that purse-seimes should be pro-
hibited outside as well as insile the tlhree-inilei
init. I take this to be a strong point, tlhat the
penalty is severe because it w'ill not strike very 1
mnany people in Nova Scotia or Prince E.dward
Island.9

Mr. DAVIES (P.E.I.) Who Nill it strike? It
will not strike the Americans.

Mr. TUPPER. It will prohîibit the use of
purse-seines within the three-mile limit.

%Mr. FRASER. It vill prevent the men wio
have purse-seines using them within the three-mile
limuit, and it will at least keep that tishiing; ground
for our local fishermnen. I am not anxiokib about
the Americans, except so far as regards preventing j
theimi froni coiniîîg near us at all-that is, witlhin
the three-mile. limit. It was stated 'by an lon.
nenbèr the.othèr day,whe speaking of the tlwee-

mile liinit, that the -Aiericans should be allu d:
to fish' within'those wateis. I do not agree vith
that opinion, and.I assert that thev should nevt1er
be allowed to fisht within .the tlhree-niile limtit.1
Froni the investigatiois I ha.ve made I do not
believe they should ever be granted-that privilege.

Mr. DAVIES (P.E.I.) There is no (questiom of
the Americans.fising within the three-mile limit.

Mr. FRASER. If we ·have effective legislation
it will prevent tiis pu'rse-seine fishing within our
limnits. It is not very often that purse-seine fisher-
nien will 'come withn our iuntits, but it may occur
occasionally. If a shoal of miackerel strikes in-
shore the"y are liable to foUow it and use porse-
seines within the three-nile linit. I want all t he
fish within that'liméit t be preserved for the fisher-
men who.live on the shore. I believe the old modes
of fishing were not only, lessdestructive to the fishb
but that the quantity caught each year gave better'
results to our fishernen. A few- hundred .barrel
may be taken in a purse-seitne and a liberal return
given to the purse-seiiie, fisherimen ; 'but if that
quantity were taken by 100 or 200 fishermen the
fisherùien aàs a hIole would I.e more greatly bette-
fited. While I admit that the penalties in' the
Bill are severe, I 'annot believe there are many
occasions on which they will affect .the .men who
knoiv the law is in operation. But it will prevent
purse-seiners coming within the .three-nile limit
an(dallow our local fishernien to fish undisturbed
within that linit. I have, therefore, much plea-
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sure in finding myself for once supportinig the Ninu-
ister and the Bill whicli lie lias introduced.

Mr. OILLMOR. The lion. gentleman lias not
toucied the question at issue, and lias made no0
referenîce wlatever to the objection taken to the
Bill by the lhon. umenber for Queen's (Mr. Davies).
He lias talked about the Atlantic Ocean, fromi ne
end to the other, about the three-nile linmit, aboit
fisliiii inside and outtside of it, but hle has not
dealt with the subject of the peitalties to be ini-
flicted foi' the violation of the law. In my humble
opinion the objection takei to the measure by the
hon. member foi Queen's is a reasonable (ne. The
penalty for violating the law varies, it nay be .%0
or $1,0() fine, but no matter how slight the offence
may be the sliip is confiscated. This being a iew
mneasture, the penalty proposed by the Minister is
extrene. Thtat is the point at issue, and in tiat
view of the case I agree with the hon. iiember
foi' Queein's. With respect to purse-seines de-
stroying the fish, that is altogether a matter of
guess-work. If next week the catch of iackerel
proved to be as large as it wvas ten years ago
they would hold that purse-seines have not
destroyed the fishi. It is true we are all very
wise about the fish and their miovements. The
Sci'pttres, however, tell us, you caînnot tell the
way of the fish iin the ocean. Wlien the fish do
not happen to enter a man's weir or purse-seiie lhe
iminediate!ysays they have all gone. TLe Atlantie
)cean ha. a very large surface, and the fishi are not

always caught at the saine place. Their habits and
their iaunts %-ary but neither the mackerel nor'
the lierrimg are going to be exhausted. With
respeet to the remarks made by the Minister as to
the eiormious amounît of fish taken in purse-seines,
I am satisfied that if herrimg are taken which are
-worth saving tlie fislier'men make tise of then. S
it is·with respect to cod. If they a'e sutciently
large to be nar'ketable they cure thetmî aîind put

en oni the.iarket. 'l e point is n r'rowed downm
to.this simple question : Cannot you leave to the
court, not 1only the adjutdicatimg oi pein.lties vary-

îg from © ta el 00, but the quetioni of con-
fiseating a -essel for an offence, however' slight ? I
thinik the measure is extreme in this particular, and
should be anended.

MrU. XU UILBACH. I was pleased to listenu to
the utteàlices of'the lion. itetiber'for Guysbor'ough
(Mr. Fr'aser) w1o has just taken bis seat. He ap-
pears to thor'oughlîy understand the habits of the
fish and the iiterests of the fishe-inei, and I think
we iay look forwar'd ta the time w-lien the lion.
gentleiemiwill sit on this side of the House.

Mr. FRASER.. It I thought that would lhappen,
I would.take back all I have said.

Mr. KAULBACH. The renarks that enanated
fron the hoi. gentleman were almnost exactly on
the line of a;letter' addressed by nie some time
ago to the Niiiister with respect to the griev-
ances of which he complains. We now find in
Nova Scotia thiat the pui'-se-seine.fishery has been
a serious injury to fish'ermen, tthat it hias so de-.
pleted.the fisheries along our coast so that in many
instances the fishermen have been compelled to
give up that industry altigether, and in other
intances the' iad been·comnpelled to look after the
(leep-seafshe-y in onsequence of the Americans
coming to ouir shores, as they have bitherto. done,
and sailing through the nets of the poor fishermen
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