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of a decade or so, the Métis and non-status people have been
insisting and been pressing that they have an aboriginal claim
or a claim as people of aboriginal descent that has as much
validity as some other people making the same claim, that they
are entitled at least to try to establish a basis for that. And I
think that is really what this limited program of funding is all
about.

Mr. Penner: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

The Vice-Chairman: That concludes our first round. I would
propose that we adjourn and meet again tomorrow at 3.30 with
the same officials to continue the questioning. It is in your
hands, though, if you want to continue but I guess we have
been. ..

Mr. Holmes: I am prepared to carry on for a while. I think
we are going to have a lot of work to do in the limited period of
time that we have, Mr. Chairman.

The Vice-Chairman: How does the rest of the Committee
feel? Would you be aggreeable to meet again tomorrow after-
noon at 3.30? Mr. Neil is in agreement. Mr. Anderson.

Mr. Anderson: Mr. Chairman, I would prefer to think we
are getting fairly down the line as far as time today. I would
hope that we could continue tomorrow. Normally we adjourn
at 5 o’clock. We have gone to 5.30 and . . .

Mr. Smith (Churchill): Mr. Chairman, I feel that we have
this number of officials here, that we may not have the
opportunity of having this number here on another occasion,
that we should carry on for another couple of questioners. And
also, Mr. Chairman, I am certainly pleased to see that this
year we do have the participation in the Committee of the
members from the government side. Last year at many of our
Committee meetings there was not anyone representing the
government side nor did they speak during the Committee
meetings.

Mr. Penner: Mr. Chairman, on a point of order, the honour-
able member really is not at all justified in taking up the
Committee’s time in commenting historically about who was
here and who did what and said what on what subject. That is
all totally irrelevant and out-of-order and he knows that as
well as I do and I think we should make our decision whether
we are going to get down to business or let the officials go and
have their dinner.
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The Vice-Chairman: Would the Committee be agreeable to
adjourn at this point in time and meet tomorrow at 3.30 p.m.?

Some hon. Members: Agreed.

Mr. Smith (Churchill): 1 think we have a couple more
questioners.

Mr. Holmes: Mr. Chairman, if I may just proceed. I am as
anxious to leave and have dinner as anyone but, I believe I was
next on the list and I have a series of questions which I feel it
might be impossible for the department to answer now but
which they may well have the answers for by tomorrow when
we have the next meeting.

[Translation]
celle faite par d’autres et qu’ils ont droit au moins d’établir les
bases de revendication. Et voild I'objectif du programme de
financement.

M. Penner: Merci, monsieur le président.

Le vice-président: Nous terminons donc notre premiére série
de questions et je propose d’ajourner et de rencontrer a
nouveau demain 4 3 h 30 les mémes fonctionnaires pour conti-
nuer avec nos questions. Cependant, si vous voulez
continuer . . .

M. Holmes: Je serais prét a continuer pendant un certain
temps. Je crois que nous avons beaucoup de travail a faire pour
le peu de temps qu’il nous reste.

Le vice-président: Qu’en pensez-vous? Voulez-vous qu’on se
réunisse demain aprés-midi 4 3 h 30? M. Neil est d’accord.
Monsieur Anderson.

M. Anderson: Je préférerais continuer demain; d’habitude
nous ajournons a 5 heures.

M. Smith (Churchill): Je crois que vu que tous ces fonction-
naires se sont déplacés pour venir ici et qu’il n’est pas certain
qu’ils seront 1a 4 une autre occasion. Nous devrions continuer a
donner la parole 4 quelques membres du Comité. Monsieur le
président, je suis heureux de voir que nous avons cette année la
participation des députés du gouvernement dans notre Comité.
L’an passé il n’y avait personne pour représenter le
gouvernement.

M. Penner: Jinvoque le Réglement. L’honorable député n’a
aucune raison de prendre le temps du Comité pour parler de
ceux qui étaient ici ou qui n’y étaient pas. Tout cela n’a rien &
voir avec notre comité et nous devons décider si nous allons
continuer ou laisser les fonctionnaires partir a leur diner.

Le vice-président: Le Comité est-il prét a4 ajourner et a
reprendre demain 4 3 h 30?

Des voix: D’accord.

M. Smith (Churchill): Je crois qu’il nous reste quelques
personnes sur la liste.

M. Holmes: J’étais aussi prét que les autres a partir, mais
j'étais le prochain sur la liste et j’ai quelques questions aux-
quelles le ministére ne pourrait peut-étre pas répondre tout de
suite, mais auxquelles peut-étre le ministére pourra me donner
des réponses a la prochaine séance.



