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special significance as the General Assenbly is in the
final sta:as of its consideration of the inplerentation
articles and final clauses and it appears likely that

t will cemplete its consideration of the two Covenants
at this Session.

another recani miles“one in the huran ri :hts
field was the ay.roval late last year of the Convention
on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination. I am
sleased to recall *that Canada siined this important
ins*rurent several ronths aro and is now studyinz closely
thz question of Canadian ratification cf the Convention.

Canada and Canadians havs also slayed what we
kope is a uszful -art in *h- vresarations for the inter-
national Year for Human Riznts in 19.8. .s I said in
Ly statement to the General nSserbly in Sepzember, "4Je
have decidad %nat the most useful contribution we could
zmake would be %o subject our own record and practices to
critical examination, drawin: on all the resocurces of the
comnmunity for this .urpose. Corplacency is a disease we
all suffer fron. Our objective, therefore, will be to
renmove the vestizss of discrimination involvinz race,
creed, or sex, and to strengthen .rotection of human
rizhts and fundarental freedors by a continuin; urocess
of education and by subjectin: violations to exsosure
and public attention. I am confiden*: :that we will be
able to carry out a prozgrarre of this kind successfuliy
because of the entitusiasiic sup,;ort for the cause of
human ri:zhts which is disrlayed by vcluntary or_anizations
in Canada",

ve ray take just pride in the work already
acconnlished by the United Nations to advance the cause
of Human Rights. icwevar, the apgroval of international
and national le ;isla*ion tc :uarantee +he ri:ats and
libertiss of men and wonmen everywhere will be meanin_l=ss
unless cach and averyon: of us are sreparad to examin»
wiihin our hearts and ninds our own record in +his fieid.
W2 must sirive uncz2asin-ly =o ;ut into praciice *%h2 noble
words of the openin  :ara ravh of the Jrzamble to the
Universal Declaration thaf '"reco:ni%ion of tnie inherent
di;nity and of the 2qual and inalienable ri-nts of all
renbars of the human family is the foundatior of freedon,
Justice and peac2 in th2 world".
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