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To exert its proper influence, the Council should be enlarged
to permit a balanced composition in its membership with equitable
representation for all geographical areas . It must be made more capable
of preserving the peace . For this, its functions may have to be modified
to meet the changing situation in the world .

The United Nations must put its house in order so that it can
exercise to the full its responsibility for maintaining peace and security .
Stand-by arrangements for peace"forces and for the other forms of United
Nations presence are part of that process . But this does not embrace the
whole responsibility for keeping the peace in our nuclear age .

The world organization, as such, plays its .part but the individual
members cannot escape their own responsibility for maintaining peace, for
refraining from the use of force in the pursuit of national policy ; for
leaving aside short-signted and debilitating manoeuvering, designed for
national, regional, or ideological purposes .

The great powers have a special responsibility in this regard .
The Charter gives them a position of privilege but it also imposes a
corresponding obligation to co-operate and show the way in preventing war
and securing peace ; to strive to_avoid major clashes among themselves and
to keep clear of minor ones .

The middle powers also have their own position of responsibility .
They .are and will remain the backbone of the collective effort to keep the
peace as long as there is fear and suspicion between the great-power blocs .
They have a special capacity in this regard which they should be proud to
exercise .

Finally, there is the particular responsibility of the parties
themselves to a dispute . U Thant, the courageous and worthy successor to
the Secretary-Generalship, underlined this in his report to the Security
Council last week on Cyprus : "It is the parties themselves who alone can
remedy the critical situation of Cyprus . The authorities . . .must, with a
high sense of responsibility, act urgently to bring completely to an end
the fighting in Cyprus, if that island is to avoid utter disaster ." This
meant, he added, a voluntary and immediate renunciation of force as the firs t
essential to finding a peaceful solution of the problems of Cyprus .

The United Nations can and will assist the process of peace making
whenever it is given the chance . Its peace forces can restore and have
restored the conditions necessary to a peaceful solution of a dispute when
they are permitted to operate effectively .

I know that for this purpose and in the long run the political
conflicts, and above all the East-West conflict, inside the United Nations
must be resolved or at least reduced .

But there is also a growing necessity for planning and preparation
to that the machinery for peace making can operate swiftly and effectively
even under present conditions and when required .


