
.2 at least 15 Contracting Parties to the Convention are included
i the number of States referred to i paragrapli 1. 1.

2 For each State that has expressed its consent to be bound b>' this
Protocol in accordance with article 24 following the date referrd te, i
paragraph 1, this Protocol shail enter into force on the thirtieth day afier the date
on which sucli State expressed. its consent.

ARTICLE 26

TRANSITIONAL PERIOD

1 Any State that was not a Contractig Party' te the Convention before
31 December 1996 and that expresses its consent te be beund by this Protocol
prier te its entry ite force or within five years after its entry ito force nia>, at
the time it expresses its consent, notily the Secretary-General that, for reasons
described i the notification, it wlll flot be able to compi>' with specific
provisions of this Protocel other than those provided i paragrapli 2, for a
transitional period that shall fot exceed that described i paragraph 4.

2 No notification made under paragraph 1 shail affect the obligations ef a
Contracting Part>' to this Pretocol with respect te icineration. at sea or the
dumpig ef radioactive wastes or other radioactive matter.

3 An>' Contractig Party' te this Protocel that lias notified the Secretar>'-
General under paragrapli 1 that for the specified transitienal period, it will net
be able te comply i part or ini whole, with article 4.1 or article 9 shall
nonetheless durig that period prohibit the dumpig of wastes or other matter for
which it lias net issued a permit, use its best efforts te adopt administrative or
legisiative measures te ensure that issuance of permits and permlit conditions
comply with the provisions of Anmex 2, and notif>' the Secretary-General of any
perinits issued.

4 An>' tr-ansitional period spccified in a notification mnade under
paragraph 1 shail flot extend beyond five years afier such notification is


