
that is at the heart of the so called "democratic deficit". The IGC is supposed to address this issue,
but the proposais on the table, such as increasing the powers of the European Parliament,
extending the use of qualified majority voting, and altering the relationship between the Council,
Commission, and Parliament, even in the unlikely event that they were ail accepted, woutd in
practice flot address the problem. Again, a solution would require a more definitive agreement on
a political programme for the Union than presently exists or is likely to appear. Continued
progress in the direction of economic and political union requires political support, and it is by no
means certain that such support wýill be forthcoming. Moreover, the process coutd be reversed if
governments become politically vuinerable to policies deterrnined ini Brussels. Rather than the
European idea legitimizing and consolidating the liberal-democratic state in Western Europe as it
dîd during the crucial period of reconstruction following the Second World War,3 some
governments are now in danger of being threatened by it. As many commentators have pointed
out, the idea of a common foreign and security policy goes to the heart of traditionat conceptions
of sovereignty.

Briefly summarized, the externat developments bearing on the CFSP are related to the
transformed political and strategic environruent that has emerged following the ending of the Cold
War. The ending of the armed confrontation between East and West and the associated collapse
of the Communist system in Europe have challenged many of the conceptual foundations on
which the European enterprise was constructed. NATO's central security rote is being redefined,


