A naple leaf, the mgulations state, may.be
worn by . all personnel on Dominion Day and by
personnel . of French:Canadian.descent . on.St.
Jean Baptiste.Day..On.the national days of
fmgland, . Scotland, -Ireland or.Wales, .soldxel':'s
may wear.a.rose,-thistle, :shamrock or.leek if
of.English, .Scottish, T¥ish.or.Welsh descent.

.Wearing.of.poppies.on Remembrance.Day is
authorized for. alf. personnel, .usually . from.the
date they go on:sale.

ODILON .CORMIER .APPOINTNENT: App'oi.ntn'lent:of
Odilon.Cormier, M.B.E., .of .the Immigration
Branch, .as Chief Supervisor. for Continental
Europe, .was-announced.April 30 by .the Hon.:
James.A.  MacKinnon, Acting.Minister.of Mines
and Resources. )

Mz. .Cormier has.charge of.the Canadian
Government lmmigration Mission in occupied
territory of Europe, .with headquarters.at
Karlsruhe, Germeny.:A native of Quebec:City,
he has been in.the immigration.service.since
1920.  From 1924.to 1926 .he.was.statipned at
Danzig.end Hamboirg, Germany. He.was Immigra-
Office r-in«Charge .at Cuebec.City.from. 1928
z0 1938,.and.Immigration Attache. in.Paris ‘from
1938 until June 1940, He left France.just
before. the Germans.tock. the city. '

During.the late.war he was stationed at
‘Ligbon, .London, . end. Quebec.City, and in Decen-
ber. 1946 he.resumed his.duties in.Paris,. Since
March. 1947 he has.been. in. charge.of.the De-
partment’'s. work in.comnection with.Displaced
Persons. ' :

ECONOMIC SURVEY:.A levelling.out.of.the rise
in prices. coupled. with a continuing high. vo lume
of industrial production, and some rise in
unemp loyment, . featured. the:first. quarter‘of
1948, - states. the Mgrch issue of. the Canadian
Statistical Review..An increase.in freight
rates.and a number of.developments.in.the
United. State s. also.affected. the. current.out-
look. :
It isnot. yet,clear. vhet.effects. the general
21 per.cent . advance.in.a wide.range of railway
freight rates,.authorized.late.in March, will
have.on existing price.levels. 'Final passage
of .the Furopean Recovery.Programme. by the
United. States. Congress, . together with.a.numbe s
of proposals for increased defence.expend-
itures, have.contributed to a substantial
recovery.in stock prices both in Canada and
the United. States.. Prospects. for uninterrupted
~roduction have also been imﬁroved b‘y the
settlement. of. the. almost month. long.strike. of
the Uvited. Stateg soft.coal miners. -

.The. $65,098.mi llion.voted under E, R.P. should
\:elp ensure.a.continued demand for.products
of.the vhole.déllar area during.the coming
year. 1t is.e%ual to. about 31 per cent.of the

ental value of goods and services. exported by
the nited States d rin: 1947 . end aiv - ts po

cbout.2.6.per cent.of their gross national
product. for. the yeer.: An. equivalent percentage
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of. Canade's 1947.national.product.would amount
to.about_$345 million, .just. over 60 per.cent
of. the. amount. of. loans and.credits. advanced.to
Furopeen countriesby this country during 1947.

.While a.construction.programme equal in

.volume. to. that:of.the. preceding year has.been

forecast for.1948, .current:statistical.data
show a few.signs.of weakness. Despite the
higher.level.of.building.costs the do!.lar
value.of . contracts swerded during the first
quarter.of 1948 is.down.almost six per.cent
from.the.same.period.in. 1947. "This drop.is -
concentrated in.the.non-residential sector;
contracts for business, ._industnal.and en-
.gineering construction. are down asbout 34 .per
cent.vhile. residential contracts, supported‘.:,x:
rt. by. govemment projects are up.over:.tw
g:d.. onbi-lfal f.times. '-._E’Ant;lther. sign.of weakness
is provided.by.the index.of:en.:pl?ym_ent.m
building .construction, -and this index has
shown an unusually. sharp.drop . from. Deca:nber; 1
to February.l, though after.this:decline.it

| is still 15 per.cent above.its.level a.year

earlier. Incidentally, .it.is.worth noting
that, in.view. of.the upward:trend in.construc-

| tion activity.throughout 1947,.s. programse.of

. equal.size for 1948 would.not.be.inconsistent

" with. some downward trend throughout.the year.

.COST OF -LIVING

Though its 51l per.cent.increase since 1939
has been. less.than. the 89 per.cent rise.over
Vorld War.1,.the.cost-of-living: index.Pn.Mard't
1. reached a record high.of 150.8, just.0.2

| points.higher. than the level atteined in July,

1920. .Though . the.total index. t‘each.ed.a_'new
high, .twou.g:roups in .the .index which have
advenced . the most.during.the last few years,

| food and clothing, are still:somewhat.below

their. 1920. level: .Thus the current index.for
food.is.almost 16.points.below:its. 1920 peak
and the. clothing index is over-30.points.lower
than.the level.reached. in 1920. On the other
‘hand, .the. index of.rents, even thoqgh it has
advancedless than. any other group since. 1939,
is.now. 17.4 points.higher:than.it was.in. July,
1920, . o

.Since.the. end of.the war.the cost-of-living
index has risen.about. 25 per. ce::\t_,"somewhat
more.than the 20 per.cent rise.ih.average
weekly eamings.. During. the same period.thére
has been.a decline of about. three.per cent.in
the length of.the working week, The major.part
of our post-war price risehasbeen concentrat-
ed.in:the past year and the rapid upsurge in
prices during.this period has.carried the
cost-pf-living index up 17 per cent, sub-
stantially more.then the 10 per cent.rise in
weekly earnings during.this.same period..Av-
erage bhourly.eamings.in manufa_;tu_r:.ng in-
.dustries.also.lagged behind.the rise in prices
during. the past year. However, .over.the longer
period since.the énd of.the war, .they have
just kept pace.with.the cost-of-living index,
both.having risen 25 per.cent. Of.course, - some

of subsidies.and.this has iv¢) at least. par-

tially offset.by.a reduction.in:taxzes.
4

-the d

of . this price rige has.been due.to.the removal.

)
N

WHEAT STOCKS: .Stocks of Canadian wheat in

store or in transit in North America at mid- .

night on April 22. amounted’to 76,391, 439. busgh-
els compared.with 81,179,957 on.April 15-and
95,696,666.on the corresponding:date.last
year,.;according to.the Dominion.Bureau of
Statistics. Visible on the:latest date com-
prised: 75,327,395 bushels in Canadien. positions
and 1,064,044 in United States positions. '

PETROLEUN. OUTPUT: Continuing the upward

trend of recent months, Canadian output of
crude petroleum .and natural gasoline reached a
high point in February, amounting to 779,841
'bar:e’is.as compared with 534,510 in February
last year, according to the Dominion Bureau
of Statistics. “The output for the two months
ended February amounted to 1,557,424 barrels

as. against .1, 132,08 2 barrels.in the like period °

of 1947.

INDUSTRIAL EWPLOYMENT: Industrial-employment
at the beginning of March .was:lower than at
February 1, 'according to:data fumished the
Dominion. Bureau. of Statisticsby 18,611:leading
firms in the.eight major industrial divisions,
wvho reported:a combined:working force of I,-
955,152 men . and ' women, ‘as compared ' with 1 -
957,862:at February 1. The decline ‘reduced

the index nusber, .on.the base 1926=100, from °

189.3 to 189.0:at the:beginning of March, when
it exceeded by 4.8 per cent the. figure of
180.4: at.March 1, 1947,

-Aécoppenying the slight recession.in employ-
ment at.March l.as:compared:with, February 1

.wag.an.increase.of 1.9.per. cent in the index

of:weekly payrolls, .while as compaged with
March 1, 1947, there.was a rige.of 16. 1. per
cent, The March 1, 1948 figure was the highest
in. the record,.with the. exception. of those at
November 1.and December 1, 1947, .when employ-
ment’was.in greater volume, ‘The average weekly
eamnings. per employee reached. a new peak.at
ate under review,.stending at $39.44 ag
compared: with' $38.63. at February 1, and $35,61
at-March 1, 1947,

* .The.changes. indicated. at. the beginning of
Merch.in the various.industrial divisions
gmeralz conformed. to. the. seasonal pattem,
except that. there were substantial increases
from.February 1 in the.iron.and steel branch
of the manufacturing due to.the resumption of
operations.in.certain plants.which had then
been -seriously. affected by. temporary.shortages.
of gas.end power, while the.important recovery
indicated.in mining resulted meinly from the
settlement of the.dispute. in the coal fields
of Western Canada.

Manufecturing. as a wvhole showed. improvement,
despite. seasonal curtailment in the food in-
dustries; .in.addition:to the. revival.in the
iron.and steel plants. just mentioned, there

-were. congiderable gains in.the textile divi-
.sions, in.yhich. the movement.was:seasonal in
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character. Logging released. large .mumbers of
employees as the winter's work in many camps
rew to a.close. .(onstruction showed marked
| eurtailment, likewise of a seasonal nature.
The trend was also dowaward. in hotels.and
restaurants.and in trading.establishments,
although the percentage logses. in these classes
+were much smaller then those in.logging and
-construction. (n.the.whole, the change indicat-
ed in. transportation was slight.

MOTOR VEHICLES SALES: Sales of new motor
vehicles in March tota led: 20,887 wnits with a
-retail.value. of $39,667,506, according. to. the
Dominion Bureau of Statistics. Volume was well
in excess.of sales in Jenuary and February
~this year, and also exceeded sales.of 18, 237
?;X7vehiclea sold for $31,792,728.in March,

Passenger car sales.numbered 13,492 inMarch
this year compared with 12,329.in the same
month of 1947 The margin over last year.was
even greater for trucks. and ‘buses, with sales
-numbering 7,395 in March 1948, and 5,907 in
March, 1947, . E
-The:cumulative total.of new vehicle sales
.in the first three months.of this year fell
slightly short.of that for the same period.of
1947. A greater volume was. reported this Year
for commercial units, but passenger car sales
were a. little lower than in the same period
a year.ago.

1947 WAGE INDEX: A.rise.of 74 per cent,
in the general index,.over. the 1939 wage: level
is. revesled by the preliminary. index.of wage
rates for 1947, it was announced:by Honourable
Humphrey Mitchell, Minister of. Labour.
' This. index, - caléulated in the Research and
- Statistics Branch of. the Department.of Labour,
!.ihgzzs a general increase--ofPlZ.Z.per cent over

-Substantial increases.over 1946 are indicat-

. ed in five of the.six main industrial groups.

In logging, the rise.is 16.8 per:cent, :and in
manufacturing, the largest group, it.is 14.7
per cent, .
A table.of index.numbers, .on. the base 1939=
100, .with the percentage:increages in each
group.over 1946, is-shown:below;

Percentage
1947 :increage 1947
1946 Preliminary :over 1946
: S -

GENERAL | INDEX 155:2 174.1 12.2
Logging...... 167. 4 195.6 16.8
Mining.......- 140.6 1621 15.3
Manufacturing 161.5 185.2 14.7
| Construction. 143.9 153.4 6.6
A Tsrlansportation '
Commmication 143.5 146.0 1.7
Service
(Lewndries). 147.5 170.7 15.7



