
Chilean Miing: Supply and Demand for Mining Equipment and Services

11.2.7.2.- Linoe.
Lince is located 100 km North of Antofagasta. Its reserves are about 16 million torns with a grade

1.55%.
The Lince project is being developed by Compafila Minera Caroima de Michilia and Outokump

Chileanesources, a subsidiary of Outokumpu Oy of Finland (15%). The Chemnical Bank bas a 60%/ sbare an

Carolina has contributed the ore deposit to the project i exchange for a 25% share.

The deposit is adjacent to the Susana Mine, 25 Km from Caleta de Michilla and 300 meters southea

of the mine being exploited.

The project consists of a new open pit operation and the installation of a modem hydrometallurg

plant near the mine-site for production of electrolytic copper cathodes using sea water.

Lince contemplates exploitation of thedepositas anopenpit, in a 10-year period, ata rate of 1.6 midllic

tpy of oxldized ore with an average grade of 1.56% copper. The mnine will bave a capacity of 4,500 tpd.

Plant construction was started in July 1990, and it includes a crushing plant, leaching with cured aci

(TL system), solvent extraction and electrowinning. Production is estimated at 20,000 tpy of electrolyt

copper cathodes. A higb-terision electricity line will bave to be installed (74 km) to connect with the Sisterr

Interconectado del Norte Grande (SING), and a system to carry oea water 15 km, 50 meters above oea lev(

wil bave to be built; this will be the only source of water for the process.

The use of oea water is a novelty in the TL process and in the production of high quality cathodE

Carolina bas been testing this process for four years. In August, 1991 the company imported a desalinizati<
plant for US$ 900 ,000.
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