
the social welfare provisions Canada was then tmplementing for ai its
citizens.

Within two decades, tuberculosis and other epidemic diseases were
Iargely eradicated, and infant mortality substantiaily reduced, owing flot
only to the establishment of a public health system. in the North but
also to the improvement of housing conditions. The provision of these
services had important effects on Inuit demography: flrst to increase
the population, and second to centralize it in the 50 or so communities
in which most Inuit now reside. Dozens of traditional. village sites and
hunting camps feil into disuse, or were occupied only for short periods.
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