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Bv ELLANOtRosNSN

91w Thom"lS Mores8

The sixteenth. century wa a wonderful tiraitOf

learnflg and céf Making bocs. There were two3

chief reasonS for tiis. In the first Pl=,e fOr Sore

time great saliors and exPiorers, f rom Italy, f roni

Spain and Portugal, and front England, had bee n

pusîngthir way further titan 'ever before, both

tast and west. Columrbus had discovred 'a new

woarld across the ocean. Portuguese sailors had

dared tôsaun round the Cape Of Good Hope. Tht

Cabots had explored the coast of our own country.

PeOple ina the Old World were roused to wonder

and curiosity by taes cof new lands and new races

of mma. lie world w»s . larget than they had

thouet; there were more and diferent People ina

j, There were new animais and plants, new

ways of living, to he. studied. th aeim
And seco<adly, ahmost at ttsiet~

that mens mids were being excited by the

wonersofa new world, their thoffgitt

were turned also towards, the old learning

that had been almost forgotten. For the grStesl

learning and the best literature there had ever beeo

was that of the Greeks; and for many, maaY Year

the Gree language and books had been neglectel

by the people of Western Europe. Even th,

learned men' did not read Greek; it w» not studie

ini the universities. But now, towards the end o

the fiftteenth century, Greek scholars, whose cot

had been conquertd by the Turks, had begun t

flock Int Italy, briwging with thtrn their bookcs au

their wisdom. Tht Italians welcomed themn giadl:

and Italy becaine a homne for Greek learning. A

th. hWsMr and poetry and philosophy that ti

great writers of Greece had left w»s eager

studied. And not bY the Italians R'Y; Peo%

went to Italy front other countries' to study the "Ne

Leaning," as it is called, and especially ma

Englishmen. They brougitt back their knewted

te England. Greek wastaught ina tht universil

of Oxford and Cambridge, and ail the knowlec

that the wise Greeks had stored up lay open

Eniglieh students.
-Now ne one is much the better, either for tia

ing or for studying books, unltss they malceoc

good use of what they- learra by it. 'Happily, th

were some good and learned men' in England

Tlit. t4A fl ý% t% & l'
thi%~ ~~ mu, h«'geatdeie o oailt the g90

for* theiir %11 C triat thtey 1w%ibiy Cfflld. TIuY

peopi wr~', <irtl mci. and itjittkeepiflg k tod

%1P in tlheir ll ,nittl..*Vbwr lotoked about the

and saw auany mllilngs tllat were w'ng in~ the lives

of~ ~ ~~i thlieutf1lC~ ira ht nrit'ietand iain e

religion, anidttl% IIni ticir leanliig 10 rY 10

iake things better. *fly tmbnugbt that therutt

gtxod of kmwiibvsg <rrek was that thr,' maglit study

fo-r thC1î%dvý t*, c ctan1iuý twith. as you

knc'w, wa's wrattell ina (.rck>..and (nid out eXactlY

whlat Christ andi11.4 aj1 %tlCtk'aaight. se) that they

cOUl(I better follow Ili$ tcacllaîngsi. -seue of themr

who wert ini bigla nfikce% ailthe charcb triedt te r-

fortil the livrs of the clergy. amUgit ina the

uiiversitie$s sxie fnianded schà&iis.
.One of die best anad nost famus qf this band

w»s Sir Thonias Niore. lie was a Ver learned

lawyer, and higb ina favour with Henry VIII, wbO

made hini Lord Chancellor in 153~9. But &fttt'

wards he displeased the Kinag by refuuing to ta

tbat Henry was regt in proclaimtftg hirrasef head

of the Eraglish church, and ina putting away Qume

Katherine and iarTyrng Annae Boileyn. For titis

the w»s beheaded ina 1535.
il Moue saw very plainiy. and with nauch a,~eS

sthe evils of hîs turne, ad heleonged te do away

d with them. Ht said once to bis sonin-law: "Would

ie to God that 1iwere put i aack dcaiio e

,d Thames, upon condition that certain thinga mi<t

f be established in Christendom"' Two of thes

y things were. that ail Christian kings and pria=e

te might live in peace, and that the churcli of Oni't

d might. be united and freç fot almrt. He

ly, wrote bis bookc, " 1topia" to, shoow bow happy a

~U country might be where the people lived and wml

he governed afier the plans that hehad in his mMd

riy The book was written ira1516, ira Latin. for mowg

pie people who could read at ail couid rad Latin th=s;

mw but about fmrv vears later it was translated isito

ny English. It begins by tellirg bow, when More wus

Ige at Antwerp on the King's business. he met one

tis day on coming out of church " a certain strnuq«,

le a man weil stricken in age. with a black mo-

to burned face, a long beard and a clok cast abot'

bis shoulders, whom by bis favour and appire

vel- forthwith 1 judged tc> be a mariner."

mie His frienci, Peter Giies, introduced him* te tMsi

ere stranger, wbose name wa* Rapbael Hythlo&Maye a

1at, who, had been a great traveller. They wtM Io


