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THE PUBLIC LIBRARY AND THE
CIVIL SERVICE.

The Ottawa Public Library has ap-
parently reached a critical stage in
its career. Thanks to the enthusiasm
of one or two men, it has been
brought to a high state of efficiency
and public usefulness, but this has
been done under the wearing handi-
cap of aldermanic control. It ap-
pears from a statement in one of the
local newspapers that the institution
is governed, under a special act of
the legislature, by a board of nine
aldermen, with three citizens. It
stands absolutely alone in this re-
spect, all the other libraries of the
province being administered under
the general Library Act of Ontario,
which provides an independent
board, appointed by the council and
the two school boards, but not sub-
ject to their control. It is common
knowledge to many of us that this
provineial aect has been conspicuous-
ly successful in other Ontario towns.
It has brought upon the library
boards many of the ablest men of
the province, — judges, lawyers,
clergymen, men of scholarship, and
also men of business ability. One
man of this class was for years a
member of the Ottawa library board,
Dr. Otto Klotz, and a great deal of
the library’s success has been due
to his scholarship and enthusiasm.

The service is glad to know that so
much can be said in the way of good
citizenship of one of their number.
The aldermanic influence, however,
was supreme in Ottawa, and conse-
quently the Ilibrary has lost the
ablest member of its board. For
some time there has been a growing
feeling that the library should be
relieved from the incubus of its spe-
cial act, and brought under the oper-
ations of the Provincial Act; and
this movement has been brought to
a head by the recent treatment of
Dr. Klotz. The friends of the library
feel that the time has come for tak-
ing a decided stand, and all who
have at heart the welfare of the in-
stitution should give their warmest
support to the movement. Civil ser-
vants, individually and collectively,
have every right to interest them-
sclves in the matter. As citizens of
Ottawa they cannot remain indiffer-
ent to the welfare of an important
civie institution; as readers and stu-
dents they are directly affected by
the success or otherwise of the li-
brary; as a body they are bound to
support a movement which must re-
sult in a very great increase in its
efficiency. It is to be hoped that the
Civil Service Association will take an
early opportunity of putting itself
on record as warmly favouring the
transfer of the Ottawa library to the
Provineial Aet.
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