ity of cases, the tendencies however strcng
implanted by heredity and early environ-
ment, and to transform the most unpromis-
, ing “ gutter snipes ” into honest and indus-
§ 3 trious citizens ; and further, that the morals
. of our country are in far greater danger
from the neglected and viciously brought

who have had some years of good training
in the Mother Country,

THE PRESIDENT'S INAUGURAL
ADDRESS.

The inaugural address of President
Cleveland amply sustains his well-earned
reputation for political intrepidity. - His
pronocuncements on the great national issues
of the currency, the pension frauds, civil

models of statesmanlike” frankness. The
American peopleare 50 accustomed to hear-
Jing'nothing but adulation and spread-eagle-
‘fsm from their public officers that it must
bave been, ane may suppose, a rather agree-
able change to listen to the danger-signal
sounded by their President on the eve of
his taking possession of the White House.
Mr. Cleveland, who certainly should know,
if any one, has no doubt as to the leading
purpose for which the people have given his
party a new lease of power. He declares
that the verdict of the voters ¢ condemned
the injustice of maintaining protection for
protection’s. sake”, sanctioned a principle
which #leads to a refusal of bounties and
subsidies, which burden the labour and
“ thrift of a portion of our citizens”, and de-
creed that the control of their govern-
ment in its legislative and executive
branches should be given to a political party
pledged in the most positive terms to the
accomplishment of tariff reform.” In the
words of the incoming President there is a
e gomplete and refreshing lack of the bluster
and veiled menace against weaker neigh-
bors, to which we in Canada have of late
become so accustomed that we almost in-
stinctively look for something of the kind,
ss the spice of the official utterances
of the Chief Magistrate of the Great Repub-
le. With the Behring Sea dispute in pro-
cess of arbitration, the Canal Tolls’ question
set at rest by the wise though tardy action
of our own Government, the modus vivendi
agein in operation on the Atlantic coast,
and the currents of public opinion in both
countries setting strongly in favour of
lower tariffs, the two countries enter upon
& new period with clean slates, so far as in-
ternational grievances are concerned, and
no sufficient reason is appargnt why their
fature relations may not be those of mutual
and cordial good-will, freer commercial in-
tercourse, and friendly, generous, rivalry
in the arts of peace and good government.
% Our mission is not punishment, but
the rectification of wrongs. If in lifting
burdens from the daily life of our people
we reduce inordinate and unequal advan-

up youth of our own land than from those.

service reform, and above all, the tariff, are .

tages too long enjoyed, this is but & neces- opqg prepared toat once subscribe to the
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Sary incident of our return to right and
Justice, If we exact from unwilling minds
acquiescence in the theory of an honest dis-
tribution of the fund of governmental bene-
ficence treasured up for all, we but insist
upon a principle which underlies our free
institutions. When we clear aside the de-
lusions and misconceptions which have
blinded our countrymen to their condition
under vicious tariff laws, we but show them
how far they have been led away from the
%;ths of contentment and prosperity.

hen we proclaim that the necessity for
revenue to sapport the government furnish-
es the only justification for taxing the peo-
ple, we announce a truth so plain that its
denial would seem to indicate the extent to
which judgment may be influenced by fam-
ilierity with perversions of the taxing pow-
ers, and when we seek to reinstate the self-
confidence and business anterprise of our
citizens by discrediting an abject depend-
ence upon governmental favor, we strive to
stimulate those clements of American char-

acter which support the hope of American
achievement.”

In the foregoing senteénces President
Cléveland has concisely and well expressed
the views and aims of all honest and thor-
ough-going tariff reformers, in Canada as
well a8 in the United States. Each sent-
ence contains & principle which to disinter-
ested and unprejudiced minds must be, one
would think, almost axiomatic. If the
President and his party are honest and
successful in reducing those principles to
practice, there can be little doubt that the
Republic will enter upon a new era of
genuine progress which will cast into the
shade all her former great achievements
During several years past there has been a
determined ¢ffort by an influential section
of the better class of citizens in the United
States fcr political reform and purification.
The free-trade or revenue-tariff movement
may be fairly regardcd, we belicve, as one
of the first and best fruits of the ‘““Mug-
wuamp” revolt. During the past year or
two we have seen hopeful indications of a
similar tendency in Canada to disgust with
the old party methods. The present agita-
tion for tariff reform is one of the indica-
tions that a brighter day is dav;ning for us
as well as for our neighbours. Havjng
unwisely followed their bad example in
class taxation, it cannot be that we shall be
long behind them in emancipating trade
from its fetters, and the masses from unjust
burdens. The pity ‘of it is that, as the
greatest of British colonies, we should be
content to follow instead of taking the
initiative in the paths which lead to true
British freedom.

PARIS LETTER.

Reuding between the lines of a Trench
interview with the Presldent of the Repub-
1ie of Colombia, Dr. Nungz, there is no like-
lihood of the concessions to the Panama
Canal Company being either renewed or

~ prolonged, ‘except the works be seriously

resumed before the close of the present
month, and a solvent company, with the
required 700 million francs constituted,
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