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portant questions submitted. The leading idea present to the minds of most
of those who took part in the deliberations was that of prison reform. In
the past it bas flot perhaps been sufficiently considered by those having to
do with the management of prisons that ail convicts may be divided into
two distinct classes, and that the mode of treatment should be modified in
aCcordance with this classification. These two classes are the incorrigibles,
Who have either been born without the power of moral self-contrai, or have
lOst or destroyed that power, and those who are criminals, not fromn tem-
Perarnent or beredity, but from circumstances of education, association,
etress of poverty, etc. In regard to the first class, public opinion seems ta
be reaching the conclusion that chronic restraint is reasonable and j ust and
that it is as wrong to leave tlie m'orally as the nientally insane at liberty.
In regard ta the second class, both the interests of society and the dictates
'If religion and humnanity demand that every influence and effort should be
b)raught to bear for their refornition. The experiments being carried on
at Elmira, Concord, and other prisons in the United States are aIl directad
ta this end, but these institutions are still in the experimental stage.
A Mongst other matters unider consideration was that of the adoption of the
IRertillon systeia of registration. This is recoimended by the Congress.
The adoption of this systeai would mnean tha', Ilevery criminal iiN the United
8tates and Canada shaîl be rcgistered, with bis essential characteristics so
defilned as to make it impossiblIe ta miistake bis identity if he should again
Calue before a criminal court in any part of the country." The great
UtllitY of such a system in the prevention of frauds, as well as in the treat-
n1ient of criminals with a view to reforniation is obvions.

-APRopos ta the question of prison discipline, it is evident that the best
8y8tera of management is in danger of being greatly impeded by the
Opposition of the trades' unions to convict labour. One of the messages
RUbnitted by Governor 1Hil1 to thec State L'gislature in the special
8'88ion he recently suminoned, called attention ta the fact that a large
Part o? the convicts in the prisons of thec State were in absolute idleness,
and that alI would soon be so uniless soiîîe substitute were provided for
the cOrtract system which had been abolished. The contract systern is

l'O doubt indefensible, but the new law passed under pressure o? the
n'lions, whicli provides that the labour of the prisoners shall not be used
'11 the production of any ariclies ta be sold in the general market, and
th't 110 motive power machinery of any description shall ho used, must
eftetuaîîy hamper every effort dîrected towards either making the
PerlOner sefspotn or permanently reformning their characters.

Thee i unenabl focein the objections urged by the labour unions

Bgainst the unequal competition o? skilled convict labour. But in
fruntrating well-directed efforts ta lessen the cost of prisons and peniten-
flancs, and at the samne time ta send forth the convicts at the expiration

of their termis with improved characters and a capacity for self-support,
workingmen surely stand in their own liglit. The criminal as the enemy
a' '0ciety is the enemy of the workingman, fia less than o? everyonc cisc,
Btid he, hike others, bas ta help ta support and punish bim. The wonst and
the Moist expeusive use that can be made o? the convict is ta conflrm him
il hisi criminai. habits. The beat and bighest use o? a prison is ta reformn

h''and make him a man and a citizen. Enforced productive labour is
thc IlloPt effective means ta this end. Surely some way must be faund by

Whieh the prisonen may be usefully employed and taught without injustice

t0 fthe lionest workman.____

EOtiLANGiShî as a fhing ta conjure witi lias evidenthy iost its power in
P'rance. M. Floquet's sword-tlirusf proved fao inucl for the bit a? by-
Play Which had been for montbs past verging on the seria-comic. M. Bou-

Siger's ignominiaus defeat in the Departments of Dordogne and Andeche,
whore lie had thrown himsclf into the confests in a spirit of bravado, makes,
il' aIl Prabability, flic end of the noisy but inglorious careen from whichi Bo

lYlucli w8. expected by the excitable cnowd whicli is aven rcady ta follow

S~ lit licohels of a demagogue. And naw ta cap the climax of his humilia-

tir thi6 convaletcent General's reappearance on the publie street, thougli

'ý refIg lieralded and studiedly demonstrated, fails ta croate more than
th' liihfest rippie in tlie streets of excitable Paris. Here thie curtain

ePS, Probably foreven, unleas soýne unforeseen incident sliould bring bim

0'lOther Opartunity. But yestcrday and hli Paris wouid bave ruslied ta

ý'bi bidding, now scancely a paltny three liundred can lie found ta do

AlTlIIOUJGH as a matten o? course, the public can know nothing cor-

t"'npr Oflice nature o? the communications wbicli may have passcd betweon
1ýlprrWilliam adPrince Bismarck on flie anc band and the Czar and'

fi rumfOd. dipiomats on the othen, it seems quite improbable that any
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formai agreement looking ta future action, or inaction, was reacbed. If
the impression of an entente cordiale between the f wo monarclis was pro-
duced, flic duo? end of the interview was probably attained. Should the
rumoured visit o? William Il. ta Alsace-Lorraine take place, bis Russian
tour wili denive ifs chief signiflcance in its relation ta that event. if
France can be led fa despair of the active sympathy and co-operatian o?
Russia, she will flnd benseîf pretty much ait ftic niercy of lier mare pawcr-
fuI noighbour. Non is the rumoured intention o? the German Cabinet ta
insist on a reduction o? the Frenchi armament whoily without venisimili-
tude. There can be no doul)t that the stiain on German resources in-
volved in keeping up the presenit armament is immense. Sa long as a good
undcrstauding exisfs witb I{ussia tlic nccessity of keeping up that strain
is entirely of French inposing. Seeing that the Frenchi preparations can
have no oflier than their avowed amni of anc day regaining the losf Pro-
vinces, and avenging ftic humiliations of flic ne ver- to- be-fongotten defeat, if
would be but a reasonable thing, fromn the Gerinan point of view, ta
demand that these preparations cease, and the. Frenchi army be rcducod ta
a peace footing. Sucli a demand wouhd lie very galling ta Frenchi suscep.
tibilities, but necessity knows no law. If, rnoreover, Gcrmany sliould
accompany fdic deînand wvith a proposal ta reciprocate by a simultaneous
rQduction of ber own forces--aiîd she couid scarceiy do otberwise -thei

cbie? sting G? the demnand would ba perhaps, drawn. For the sake of aIl
concerned sncb a consummnation is ta lie devoutly wisbed.

P UN[SIIIENT A ND BEFUIMA TION.

THb, admirers of the lafe Mr. Carlyle, unless they are sheer fanatics, muat
often have been pained by bis utterances an tbe subjcf of tbe weak and
the oppressed. His contempt for certain classes of reforiners and philan-
tliropists, althougli somneines not witbouf saine nu-asure of justification,
was frequently unjust, fie rce, unwarfhy of a nî of bis mental and moral
stature. lis Voe Victis was f o) offen alnîost licarcless. Those who were
foiling for the emancipation of the slave deserved a better designation than
tbat of Niggcr-philanthropists. Men wbo were failing an bebal? o? the
sinful and sufferng miglif pi ead that tbey were nof altogetber wasting
their time.

Let it not bo supposed tbat we are advocating flic cause of more senti-
mentalismn and scutimentalisfs. There is fia greater foe ta real philan-
tbropy. Senfimentalists gusli, but they seldom work ; and even whon
they have a good cause they are apt ta repel others, by whom flic work
mnight bave been donc. But we cannot forget thaf I "Blssed are tlic merci-
f ul, for tliey shînîl obtain mercy "; and we behieve tbat the principlos af tho
Gospel are enfinely supported by the festimony o? expenience and by con-
siderations o? common sense.

Some time ago, conferences on ftic subject o? tlic treatmenf o? cniminals
were beid in Toronto, but tbey did not seeru ta be very succossful. Quit e
lately a very intencsting mlceeting o? flic National Prison Congreas was held
at Boston, af flie opening of which a noble sermon was preacbed by Dr.
Pliillips Brooks and inferesting and significant speeches were delivered by
ex-President Hayes, Coi. Edward J. Russell, and others. Doubtless, tliose
who are mast deeply interested in this question wihl procure tbe report of
flic whole session o? the Congress. For flic present wc must content aur-
selves by drawing attention ta sanie o? flic aimns o? the Society and flic
metliods which find favour witli ifs membens.

To begin xvith, there is not a particle o? sentimenfalify in flic utter-
ances o? flic leaders o? this movement. Ahi f hein judgmenfs and stafo-
ments are based upon recognized principles and ascerfained facts. Af thie
very foundation o? tho whohe is laid down flic principle thiat tlic end ta be
souglit is the good o? socicty. The safety of tlic people at large is flic
higbest iaw. If any particular metbod o? dealing wifb flic criminal class
can ho sliown ta be most productive of good on flic whloe-to bave flic
greatest fendency ta socure flic well-being o? flic community, wifliout
flagrant injustice fa the offender-hat niethîod sliould be adapfed.

Sncb a fheory is evidenfly distinguisbcd, on flic one band, ?nom fthc
weak sentiuîenfality which is axer ready ta pity and slied teurs aven thie
condemned cniminal, whie it forges the injury inflicted aoit flc vicfimn and
bis fnienda. On flic other baud, it is distinguishcd ?rom flic principlo o?
vengeance wbich says, "lAn (%ye fan au eye, a foot b for a tootb.» We are
rather surprised fa find Dr. Phillips Brooks speaking, as thougli such a
kind o? vengeance wcre an attnibute o? Aimiglity God. For flic entire
purpose o? God is a ioviiîg purposo, and is aim can only lie the goad of
His creafion.

Having recognized this principle as flic end o? ail punieliment, if ho-
camles a maffer o? expenience ta determine in wliat way mein may lie moet
offcctuahly deterned frnt crime; in oflier words, liow society may ho best
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