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-THE 7T3E I5 SHOR T."1

"THE time is short!1" nu matter what xvc do,
Stern Death will come andi lay bis grin, cold biau-d
On us, and lead us into the dreati unknuwn.
"The tirne is short! " whiat use for us to strîx e

After content or powe.r, riches or peace h
For, ever contes that mnessage înurnrurimrg clown,
"Do what you will-all tirin gs mîust cease,"

Su, lot us idly wait. AIt o
Short is the time-greater it e u
Su work, tu win unir way; . ýti 11)eatli's cal]

We go, wiliug at hast that lie sliould eah.

Montreal.

THE MATTER OF UPPER CANADA (tOLLEGE.

FLAWLESS legislation seems more hopelessly ont of human reacli, if there

are degrees of unattainability, thira perfection in any other respect or

direction of ur strivings for it. Since governinent is but the net and

general expression of our balanced imperfections as inidividiils, titis is not,

perhaps, remarkable ; but in view of its putent influence upon national, as

well as individuai character, it is certainiy regrettable. Wlien hituîan

limitations were laid down lu the isgrnntie decree that miade the

greatest happiness of the greatest nuimbera prirî3 ipbe forevcr to be obscured

by the practice intended tu illustrate it, was iii the niture or a tiglît, liard

bandage acruss our prehristorîc eyes. It bias niexer becîr rerîroved,' anrd it,

nover will ho, for it is as old aird as vital as selfishness ; altirougi, of

course, there is not tu ho found in any Iegisiatix e chamiber a puhiticiani wlro

wili acknowledgo the least imperfection in bis vision. AntI, indeed, sirrce

it of ton sweeps a whole riding, it is cumprehrensi' e enuugbi.

We are ostensibly engaged in an unending sîruggie foi, ideal govern-

ruent. That the strugglo is foughit out orn party lines, anrd is iii the nature

of internecine war, is nut permitted tu thîrow ariy sliadow of insiincerity

Ulpon the motives that inspire it. That une, biaf tihe nation should ho

conrpelled, to wring a benefit to tire. whiole by main force fron the utîrer

haif, le accepted as normal and reasonable. lu titis peculiar way, whî,iil

is not without its. justiflers, we have tiade sacir afivalîce as tirat ciass

'flterests were nover more directly represented or more strongly defended

in the goveruiment of the peuple thars they are to-day. Wc have brouglit

this about by hiberai and mure liberal franchise acts ; and pre.sentiy we

Bhaîl ensure the flawlessness of tite Governrental machine by putîing tie

toolIs for its construction into tire hiands of ahl sorts aird conditions of insun.

The night and tire justice of this i-r apparent enougîr.. The possible wrong

and injustice of it lies perdu lu tue coimrur imrpression thmat exils of hgs

lation can ho swept away upors tire tide of ulliversal suffrage. Iirey

change in furm, but tîe.y are stihl rampant, arel as lonrg as tirere is a nitler-

elnce of opinion which amounts to a filit for existence between bodies of

moun the wonld ovor, they will bo. Whiîeî we hrave said tîrat a deniocratic

foIrm of goverument, based upon every mn's ballot, afiords aiu opportunity

for fair and rigliteous haw-making, wo have said about ail in its favour tirat

't is safe to say.

Every now and thon we are reirii,led of a force, the~ tenlency of

Which is toward nullifying tbat opportunrty, tIiiý froc aîsd uîrfettered

a.ction of which points tu a tyranny as rernorselessansd rehenitiess as any

desJPot'5 . We were reminded of it a few tlays ago iii tire Local ilouse, whieu

the reurber for North Middlesex, gave notice of tihe mrotiomn to "'abolish " an

old, and in every way worthy, educational institutionr of tire, Province ;we

Fjh8 ll ho reminded of it again and agairi before tire debate wiriclr deais witis

lt8 destinies closes. It is a bliud, irratiorrai, and dogged foc, that ia only

begunniing to awake to a sense of its owrî potentiality. It gathers

tuotlentum with timo and knowledge of itseif, and the meirber of Parlia-

tent who can rightly value its argumrrents, arrd resist its derrarrds, when

theY encroacli upon the rights of the mnmority--even the sinful rich is

better thrrn ho that taketh a city. lie will also deserve aird receive the

gre.titude of future generations wlro will sec andi know, better, perhaps,

thl we do the value of what bas been saved for thers out of the

008 861Y~ utihitanian wreck of this haif-educated age. For to the voter

reprosents this power lu the land, there is nu beauty and nu

ae3dness in the past or in its memorials. Tire site of Upper Carrada
00110lge mieans au, many shops and ar) much, traffie to hiru; the old red brick

bUiligs are a thorri in his iconoclastie aide. flis zeal for tiroir dernohition

Wold aimost induce him to take axe and crowbar is btand himseif for tire

DnUrpO8e, provided lie were properly compensated for tire losa of timie Hie

s1) hadow ofrespect for any dlaim. which appeaha lu tho least degree

to lntivaent for support, nor the least conaideration for any institution,

no matter how slow andi painful. its growth, or how niecessary its existence

to any portion of the comrnunity, that does not afford any point of contact

with his narrow existence. Ris action is also inspired by a petty and

bitter jealousy of t hose who find anr advantage in it. Circunistances have

decreeci that a common school education, terminating at fourteen or flfteen,

shahl bo "lgood enough " for bis boy. The soir of no other mri, therofore,

shall have the benefit of any othier if it can possibly be dénied hurui. This

person is flot content to shr ntebesng flbry, equality, and f ra-

ternity; he wants to lirnit them. And this is the sort of person whose

influence prompted the bill under discussion.

Besides titis merely sentimental aspect of the question, which is not

however, of such tx'ifling importance as miight be inferred, there are une or

two other considerations that slrould be borne iu inid in any discussion of

the matter at the present juncture.

The College is not an institution, the entrance fee to which excludes ail

but the sons of rich meni froîn its rolla. The entire charge per terni is

but $32. 50, or $210 per year-a suri whicir would harely cover a boy's

exp(*rscs at a High School away f rour home.

The institution bias not outlix'ed its usefulness ; nor are there any fossil

influences in its mana genient. It is doiîrg better work iiow, and more of it,

thari at any other period of its existence. It is fulil of vigour ; it is abreast

of ail tire most advanced educational methods of the day ; it is thoroughly

appreciated by the people of the Province, as the attendauice amply shows,

anti its efficient teaching staff is hreaded by a gentleman wbo ruade his

lîrilliatit and thoroughiy practical educationiai reputation iii public and

bigh school work in Carmada.

The scope of Upper Canada Cohiege is flot duplicated, as wo often hear,

imy every High Scbool in tire land. ihere are few that approach it in the

quality of one part of the work doue, fewer that equal it; and noure at al

that attenipt the other part-the formative influences on mind and char-

acter, and the developmieîrt of individuality along its inost proinising lines,

that is undertaken by tire Cullegre, arîd undertaken rnost successfuliy.

XVithout residence under collegiate conditions, there can ho littie or nu

opportnity for this.

Tire moral tonre of the College is hlîib. It is not a reformatory, nor

ducs it prepare iuruates for a reforniatory. It roceives nu studomit rejected

by the authority of Toronto Coîhegiate Institute or any other. Wealth

and influence have no mitigating power over the discipline it exorcises.

Tire son of a millionaire has as hittle chance of renraining upon its rolîs if

his presence is iurmical to the interest of the body of students as the son

of the ruillionaire's clerk. Illustrations of this are not lacking.

Th3ie educational niecessity of the College, even lu the commun and

Ilinited acceptation of the terni, lias flot beeri (lore away witlî by the multi-

pication of Higli Schools tbrougbout tire Province. The latter would meet

at preseut the necds of only one-third of the population, should the educa-

tion tbey afford be generaily taken advantage of.

The saune advantages and facilities could neyer be given to the public

at the samne pnie by an unendowed institution. To Ilabolish " Upper

Canada College would be to niake tire broad and liberal education it affords

the exclusive advantage of the rich, for no mari of moderato means could

continue to, pay for it. Another cvii, the increase of denoininational

schools, anachronlistic as they are iu tce prescrnt ago, would immiiediatehy

result fronii it, and people would be called uipon, through the pulpit, to pay

taxes for their support with whichi they are not ait prescrnt burdened.

This institution is as necessary iii its way to the formation of strong

anil creditable national charauter as any public schrool. It hias gathered a

moral force with ago andi digiiity, and hiistory and tradition, that uothiug

could replace. Its loss would bu, a direct blow to Canadian interosts of

the higlier sort that we can ilI atibrd to sustain. Lot not the so-cailed

denrocracy, hostile to the xvelfare of aIl in wliosc affairs it is too blind to

sec its own deep concern, strike this blow. S. J. D.

1IN A BSENCE .

TirE secrets of the gray and wise old sout,
lier carven sheila niay munînur unto thee,
For thee the hules incense may unseai,
And white and golden loveliuess reveai..

Yet not mure musical tihe carven sheli,
And neyer aweeter the pure liiy's bell,
Than songa that wouhd arise from heart-depths chear,
To greet thy presonce, an' thou wert but here.

S. J. D.
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