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the point of bis own sword. -A dread of somethimg else bad seized hirn-the~
speil of the stipemnatural was instantiy laid upon lis soul-the iurîd tiames of a
future etribution gleamed before his eyes-sîns in hideous misshape rose up,
and calied him on to judgment. The fear of tbe earthquake quickly passed-
but the fear of that worse thing remained-the soni uvas aroused-the con-
science alarmed--the imagination was painting pictures of exceeding gloom
and borror-be wanted to escape-to flnd deliverance from danger-so the
qtuestion of a moment passed into the struggle of a life-a 7cork in fear and
faith toward salvation.

Let tîs pause bere to, make an observation or two. Here uve have the story
of an immediate awaking tothe great facts and concerrns of spiritual iife-and
the awaking was brought about by what appeared outward danger and calamity.
The curments of heaven came pourîng mn upon the sotil through channeis of
earth and dlay. Disaster did but shake its finger at the man, and bis spirit
awoke to consciousness. Calamîty witb a rotîgh band swept auvay the illuîsions
of a lifetime, and set him trembling, face to, face with the realities of eternity.
Everiasting life broke through a flimsy incident. 'lhat is but a type. Tempo-
rai caiamity-the sudden crash and sweep of danger-is often the cry that calis
the soul from slumber. You may see a man going on froma year to year-eat-
ing, drinking, working, getting pieastre-wîtb scarce a thotîght about his moral
manbood, or tbe eternal destiny hie is bere to achieve. He wiiI prosper, nom
ever think of God. He becomes ail of this world-no great thoughts ever
agitate bis îvoridly mind-no great and noble sentiments of truth and humanity
and religion ever throb in bis bosom-no lofty idea for man's recovery and
God's glomy ever flnds welcome and entertainiment beneatb bis roof-his heart
bias neyer giowed with charitable passion-and bis bands bave neyer turned tuec
wheel of good and generous deeds. He is sordid, worily, temporal alto-
gether. But one day a commercial panic comes, which even ize cotîid not
foresee-comes and shears off the haif of bis estate, rending the other half iii
shireds. Sickness Rlings open the door of bis hotîse and lpasses on froin rooin
to room-the windows rattie and the waiis shake at this earthquakc of nîis.ft>r-
tune-chiid after chiid drops through the wealtby floor to perish iii the tinseen
niglht beneath. And in the trouble the man finds imseif-tlirotighi the rents ini
bis wails eternityshines in-the spirit of God struggies and speaks throtugh time
boarse cryimug of the storm-~sorrow raises the Ileart that had been so lonig
buried-the clouds of vantiy cornes down in a cold, thin patter of ran-uipl
the heels of sickness tbrough the door cornes marching in tue spuirit of trualh anti
love-after the storm is beard the sti smali voice of God that aux-es, yet savus
the sotul. Caiamity is often the sait of lifé-a suidden stommi tint wrccks the
bouse, dispeis the deadiy vapour and saves the mnan. God lias mnany ways of
speaking to the beart-mafly agencies ai His coniniaiîd. He seeks to> quickeil
the torpid nature, to arouse the soi, to polarise the xviii, and niethods arc
innumerabie. Sometimes it is by the slow interinixîng of grace in (hiniestic
education. Sometimes it comes in aduit years by a suiiden feeling of uinrest iii
the satisfactions which the world gives whien tic forces oif tife are iîrosi.emots--
sometimes it is by the gnawing sense of bondage in cormupt and shainefuil
babits-sometinies it is by tlic torment bubbuing ump throsugh memory of a crime
done and hidden otît of sighit. it is brought abotut l)y tue suidden pain oft
bereaved affections-or meditation on the Scriptures, flic shauloxs, aiid the
mysteries of life--or sorte reading of the Gospel, vhmeni the letter, insteaul of
encrusting the trtith, lhazes liefore the eyes xvith great, inummcastiralie micauuuîîg
or elic hîy tue sudden crash of some misforttuîe, tue vision oif damnger mcar
but.the object is the saine-to arouse the soul to a consciotisiîess of truith, aunid
bring from the lips the startled cry, Il WhVat iuîst I dIo to lie saveul."

Another observation I wouid mmmke is thîs : the quecstioin of this iieiy
axvakened man muust be drawn out and filicd nul from otur knowieuige of tuec
circunistances and wbat hie felt. 'l'lie sotîl, wlîen in agomîy, <loesmî't go scarchuing
about for precise phrases and logical formnis of speech. Lt hîuîts timne and etemnity
moto a single cry. Trie brief question was iîerféctly intellilhe to Paul auid Sihts,
but it wouidn't have beeni to any otiier uprisoner iii that jail. Il W/bat imntmst 1 dh
to be saved ?" That is only hiaif a question-it is omîiy a Iint. "l'o be sax'ed
from uvht ?" W/bat do you fear ? W/bat is it you xvoumi( escampe ? Wiiat is tie

nature of the danger that thmeatcns ? Anti if any mai xs'oumid get or give ami
intelligent and satisfactory amîswer, the question nmust lie filied tmp. 'lule record
given here is btît a fragmient-a short sentence giving tue substance of file
question-and another gmving the substance Of tue answver. Ea-h iîîîist lie
filled up and interpreted. How wili you interlîret the jmier's question ? " XVhai
must 1 do be saved "from-what,? for ail are flot iii the hike danger. A yommî
man sees bimself drifting into evii company-sinful pîcastures and shmmefi
habits. Awake ta the danger, be cries-", what mumst 1 Io o ble saveul froni thu
baneful influences of those men-from those degradimîg habits and hiheasires-
from the ruin that hies darkling in the way xvhat must I do to hie savcd ?", A
man finds himseif in the flerce grip of covetotisness-lheld down lîy it-fettere(
on every limb-it is on him like the fabled ohd mai of thie niotintains, riding tut
victim ta death, and in dismay bie cries, Il W/bat muîst 1 do to, lie saved ?" S(
tue drunkard Offt cries as tue fires buri in hiim amîd lie fées bis impotence tu
battle uvith the passion. Men fear to reap the harvcst xvhcn thîey have s,,ouvn th
seed of evil-doing-tbey couild sow gaily to the wind, but tremble at thouîglt o
tbe xvhirluind's corning. '[bey fear to confront the jtmst Jtmdge of quiel
and dcad; they fear to enter the unknown with a character shaped by sin
and so they cry-'1 what must I do to be saved ?" Houv be able to break awa
froin the degradation and ruin of an evil babit-ov escape the flerce fangs ci
remorse for sin done-how recover the manhood bamîered away and iost-~hO%
get restored ta strength and beatîty and the perfect image of God-hou
leave the busks, and the swine, and the famnine, and flnd the way home ; an'
bow escape the bell that bumns witbin, and the houter heul that lies on befome
"lW/bat mnust I do tai be saved ?" is a general cry-but you must go on. IlWha
must I do to be saved " /rain-and then you fasten onl particulars. For eac
man hias his sin and bis danger-bis idol and bis evil lord, from i hich to see
saivation. Man by asking the how and the way of Saivation mneans, or ougli
ta mean, that hie is rusbing uipon some peril, and soine peril is rushing on bit
-sanie darlc evii frarn which bie wouid escape-somne impending ruinth
threatens ta overwhehn hini.

I dare say yau wiii think 1 arn uttering anly Platitudes, ard dwellin
on -ver familiar teachings. W/eil, it may be sa-but I amn con'vinced th~
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this important question of the Philippian jailer is often put, and the answer
of Paul, as recorded here, repeated, when in the minds of questioner and
him who gives the ansiver, there is a vcry vague and indistinct notion as to
what is meant. 1 have hecard a score of times and more such dialogues
in the enquiry mooi after a revival service as this : IlDo you want to be
saived ?" Answer-- Xe." -W cil, can't you believe on the Lord Jesus
Christ Il Yes." "You belcx e that He died for you ?" " 1 believe that-yes."
"lThlen you are saved-go home and rejoice," and theme it ended. Now, 1
mean to say that such teatiîings are faise and miisieading and unchristian in
spirit and lin doctrine. 'FL at %% as not Paul's way of deaiing xvith the awakened
and tmenibiing jailer. Paul I spoke unto himi the %void of the Lord." When 1
corne to dweli uipon the second part of this suibjeet 1 shail telli vhat 1 think Paul
woul(i say to, the enqniring mnanii. But let it sutffce for ioc noîv to say that the
man svas alaamed-he began to fear that hie had disbchieved w-hen hie shouid
have had faith-he saw that hais words and works had been of sin and shapirg
his soui for muin. Hence the cry what mnust 1 do to lie saved from the sin that
besets me, and the muin that lies on before. 'l'le treating of this question as a.
memeiy genieral thing, and giving the aniswer in the same way, lias led to most
fatal consequence. W e have mnate salvation to miean a simple dogma, or a
sentiment in the mind, instead of Christ's likeness of character and work-ing.
XVhat is the sneer throivi at us niov ? \\i>y, juist tis-" you have had a revival,
yoti say-a great revival-you have got niany memibers in youm chiurch. Weil
-hio\% does it show its(!lf-are the Christians more brotheriy-ame they more
generouis and kind andi pitifui-thinking less cvii, and more given to patient
lin" suffering(-are they iess grasping in commercial affiiirs-ess envions in
social life-are the miagistrates ieft with iess wvork on thecir hands-are the jails
less foul than they were-are the records of cinie made shorter and less
rev-oitinig" 'hat is a sucer, of course. Gcod is donc, and mtcli of it hy the
work of thec churches-real and permanent benefit to thec sonils and lhues of men
-)Luf before tiiat sncer 1 hang rny head in shame. liVe deserve it, for we have
roi>d Christian faith of haif its mecaning, and ail its glory, by reducing it to an
enîl>iy andî( prfitless dognma. Il XVhat must 1 (I0 to lie saved "-,f-ont pride-
froin the muin \vhich passion works-from infideiity of mmnd and heart and life-
'What shahl i dtî ti> be sax ed froni my sin "-that is it. Make it definite, my

friend. Wlîat t10 youi want deiiverancef-omn î Set that weli before your mmid,
and thilen cmy aioud for information. Know the danger, and then look for a
jsaviu (>n ighty enotigh to sax e.

' 1 ist one other reinamk. TFhis question thiat hîroke from the ncwiy auvakened
solil of, the 11an1, gave expression to a great fiiet of hutnian consciousncss:
»Ihis_- -iat e al- hl man must li) in order to he saved. Nature speaks ont hier
iminortal !>riii>iple:i in moments of surprise. Wheii the earthtîuake of fcar lias
ment the surf, ace, the fire of truth leaps upiiii kindling tiamne throughl every
fisslire. Anîd lîcailse the fact is folindî iii linian nature, it is in the G;ospel.
Salv.uuion is îlot a thing let doii froin heaven-sonething ont of mnyseif and
hcvond Ily)self, anud 1- have oiy to emnain quiescent in order to be saved. it
is a powver put iii nie-in my min(l, mny hecart, miy conscience. It is a chamacter
iii ie ivnrked oui---a destiiîy tolie achieved-and 1, ieanung on the arm of
Cod, cirauving on i is grace and love, must (10 it. If 1 gain it, it is mine-

mine for ever and aiwavs. If 1 lose, the loss is inie-mnine for ever and
always. 1- isarc given ime in manifold formi--ici1 oî fromi fai ts of history-
heu s froin the gooîi andî tue true of eatiî-he1 s froin Christ and God. I
sU i i a t tfhic iconfluc e iof great ri vers bliat p>01>r tii r(iugi "Y nlatuire wvitlh poiver
<if î-icaing--->t stili 1 have a \<>rk to do %vith patienîce, ani fear, and trem-
biig. I pr1) you tike that to iîeamt. Voti are iiîiconcemiîcd noxv-content
with fice dîitics and jî>ys of tile daly. Btut the imie of concern and came will

f oueatine <if fierce agonY and deei>cning îiesiaim-a fnie whien you wili
secîn to standî usît reeliig lriman, andl faiiing immlîjs niiOn the c(ige of soi-ne
h lorribîle ai>yss. Anîd if îlot tuntil then, th/uw xiii the cry b>reak thromgh yotîr dry
anti treniliig lips, Wiiat nmuust i dIo to lie saved ? What uvili you do then ? A
dairk past bhiîîî yotî-a (iamker future hefore--at your feet a sheer descent

1into the welciteing wastes of hor<>r. WVhat: xiii yoiî do tiien ? ,Vizt î

1 PESSIMISTS.

We are so iîigiîiy and so xideiy (i>ltivated in thlese days, tiîanks to the
t profound rescarciies oif flie moîtly magazines,' that we miay safeiy asstume

tiiat ail Ouîr reatiers are acquainted xvifiil e existence of a modemn school
o <f 1>hiios<î1 hy xvhich dci lames existence tn lie so unijearable that if men were
trîily wvise thmey %wotiid agrec to pmut an enîd to huian existence by a joint and

-sinifiîuutnvotus act of stumide. Nom (Io tue teachers ouf this seductive dloctrine
i cînain content %vith statiîîg their opinion. Theîv have wmitten emudile vo>> mes,

i with flie oljeit of showing how tlîis desirable constimmation of universal
edisappeuaîiî e înay lie attaint(l. lis, nio tlotbt, is pessirnism w'ith a, vengeance

andl we rmav leave the sttidy of tiîis engaging form of phiio'Sohy to 0111r more
lirned coiiteîiiorai s, Nvhule w e seek to thmouv a littie modest lighit On unlinor,

ebut more iîitcmesting fî>uiuis <d' the saine mental (lisease. WXho dous no0t know a
f ;>cssimiist or tuso ? Nay, wimo dloes not number among his acquaintances a
k consi(ierable nuîimler of pessimists ? 'l'ie xvomld is full of people wvho have

;failed ;and a pessiimmst is neari iays a person who bas faiied. Many
Y Il failtîres " î>ossess so elastie ami generotis a tempemament that they remnain
f optimists to tue very moment whicn they are screwed down in their coffin.

V lhey are the pieople wt-ho jtîstify Pope's uine,-

d ~Min îîcxer is, but lways to be blesi."1
? They are going to succeed-to-momrow. It is despair of sticcess that makes s0
.t many persons adopt pessimism as a standing creed. Consumed by an incapa-
h ble ambition, they vent tipon mankind and the arrangements of the universe
k the spleen that springs from their owvn personal'smortiflcation. Mr. Disraeli
~t once made the jtîst observation that every man has a right to be concejted until
n he ms successful ; and, perhaps, every man bias more Or iess of an excuse for
Lt being a pessimist until the same date. Who ever knew a Successful painter

believe that art was going to the dogs ? Where will yo find a politician
g despairing of bis country, so long as bis own party is in power? Wben Mr.
Lt Gladstone was in office, all Tories believed that the star of England had Set


