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''God-niht Nickolail, lie said qjuiet-

"GoodI-iioht,.L>autl,'' roettred the new\,-

coincr, and îookingy across the table, said
mrIlv, -1-1ell, hlte girl r'

"*'i 're late on the road's tonighit.-
"Y es, a littie, sai(l N ickolai, renmov-

ing biis gloves. -.but vouirC flot \vaitiflg
for mie, are yýou ?"

-No, lIli not , shie replied, "bult l
saw~ one tonighit wio \\,as'."

-Yes ?" encquiringly.
* 'ihat's refreshing- news. We donit

hiave thern looking, foir us vcry often.
W'e uistally have to look themi up whien
wve 'want tlieni,"I and lie siiilecl signifi-
caîîtly at the wvonan. \Vell, and N.v'ho
wvas shie, pray?1I lie asked.

"Oh1, o0 OflC of an\, account to y7otu
Nickolai,'' shec replied. ''She didn't seern
x'ery picasant, vot <îo.

"Who, then?" persisted Nickolai.
-Darlc eyes, a rosy cheek, and eighiteen

-. can't you guess ?"

..0h, yes, 1 know nowv. But whiat dici
shie xvait ?"

-She xvanted you, of course," î'cturned
the wvoran. "Shie w~as cî'ying and said
slhe haci, becn looking foi' NIou sinco last
wek-"

"Last ~ek e
-We just made fun of bier' continuced

the w0voman.l silingc. ' o c 112h1ve.
known yoti longer than shie lias. But
shec sccmied to take to it i'ather seriouis-
ly. N1 kniow."ý

1\\el could l)C 50i'iW if .1 had timie,
b)ut l. can't bl 1l) it 110\\V. and Ive business
N\itli Pauil that'll keep nie -ojfr th
next boni'. After thiat. well. l dlon't
nIind if shce (1005 corne.,

Ahi, Nicl-zolai,." sai(1 the womian, with
acunning 'look over hei' shonider at Iii

as shie %vent out in comrpany witli the
man wvho hiad been scatcd at the tal)be
wvitl lier.

"And ilow.- said Niekolai, tu.rnino- to
Pati, "et u ge to usb

Pau. le n ge t bsiess. .It'S late.
Just a moment. 1 wvant to sec thie iag."

H-e went to a door lea(ling from the
î:ooîn aiRi cried:

é'Ho, nmotbei- V"
"Yeà !" carne a shirill answer froni a

distant roomi.

"Coc*" said Nickolai, going b)aýj
a'-tain Lw die table. and scatinî- Iibiscif

Opposite wo P all.
'Fli old \voilail cýamef in lhuî'ried ly, andj
~dVaCe(Ito the table.

\htis it. (leaic- ?'Shec asked.
I 1t's tate.' bc 'n Nic!olai, -'and I

liave somie businless tW arrani-C w itIl Jaul.
in tIhe imcantîine, I \ve a I ittie oer!and

for' vou.-

''w~ant voni to find soîuletiling for
Ile.

''No\\r. lîsteni.* lie continue(l. witlh a
siiie. "Te icliest -fcevcss and the fair-
est wvollan awake, dlo vou undierstand ?ý"

-The î'îclest Jewvess ail the
fairest woîa. el)eaited the ha,"an(l
both Ini one.*,"

-Andl both in onie." sai(l N icko»ai, b and
andI not too virtuotis. dIo vou un-

derstand ?"
"lAnd not too virtuions."I rcp)ý-eacl the

lia-, as she turned and lcft the rooni.

Niokolai tuî'ned again to Paul and
assnied an ail- of sciisnless.

"MMUeli. -e bcgan. "F*. have pressing
b)usiness xvith yotu, Pauil."

"I1-lad v-ou an\, tr'ouble wrîtb the ten-
ants ? askedPa.

' 4Oh, no, nothing seî'iouis," hoe ieplied.
"On mv way back, T. rodc over a ci'azv
01(I (levil, and I guess if hie lid an\'
bî'ains they ai-e spillé(l in the roaci by
thîis.",

Palul mlove(l uneasily.
"\Vell. vouir business, Nickolaî,'ý lie

sa îd. radier' abî'uptly.
Nickolai looke(l abouit theo rooni care-

fully an(l then Ieaned across thetal
towaî'ds Pauil.

'You sec.'! lie bcgn lign a Large
p)ipe . "[Ivo i-un into, a douice of a mutd-
(lie. ,Now, as it hiappons, I need yotir
hlcp to get out of it."

" l v c01)!" exclainied Paul, in sur-
priise.

"YeS, your hielp, and pray do flot bC
stlrlrise(l. I've onle or t\vo things to
tell voni that niay startie you mnore."

Hie looked about the room UiOsy
"I got rid of the hiag for a ptîrpose*

lio began again. "I have a story to tell
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