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FOOD COMMODITIES IN CANADA

Amount in Storage--Increase in Quantity of Butter,
Eggs, Pork, Mutton, Lamb and Fish

Reports fram the celd storage companies for june t,
acrording to 'the Cost of Living Branch of the Department of
Labar, indicate an increase in qjuaniity in store of butter,
eggs, pork, mirtton, larnlb and fish; and a decrease in the
quantity cf cheese, bccd and fowl1, compared wvith Ma>' ist cf
this year.

As coïnpared wNith june ist, 1917, there is more butter,
beef and fish stored. Chese, eggs, park pro)duc:ts and fowvl
have decreased compared with Last year. Theý mosit stril<ing
comrparisan is in the case cif bee(f, of which there i., il1.72
per cent, more than on June lst, 1()17. Since the Purchas-
ing Co)mmisýsion oft the Allies is fully awýare of this; fact, and
~the staternent cf these gentlemen toý the effort that a large
proportion cf this stock is already under contract to theiv, is
in the hands; cf the department, nio grounds for any charge
of haarding can be found.

The mnost striking- fcature recently, in the niarke-t situation
of storage products bas been the great rise- in the price of
bee-f. There bats been a general riseV in ail beef products
thro)ughaut the Doiminion, but the West, starting tram Port
Arthur and Fort William, bas suffered the waorst. Nitturnlly,
the raensuming public bas resented the irise verv much.
1f9r.ase In Meat PrIos.

The inatter has-, been arulyinvest;igatted with the, view
ta detecting profl'teerîng, and while zhe inverchantsý in soume
lo-calities have apparent>' used 'the general rise in prices Va
caver an undue nresevideýnce( that the gencral increas
thioughout the country was due to unjlawful action an the
part of the meat packers, baq neot been fvund. The increase
is general tbroughout the wbhole of North meian ad i-,
fully' as marked in> the case cif live caitle as in the case af
ineat. The inrreased price iq duecnirl ta the war sta
tien ; particular>' to the fart that the purchasers of the Unitud
Staites, army and the purchasing commlisýsion of the other
allies, have ronsidered that the increased price ta the farmer
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wàs necessary tu stimulate the production af mare beef on
thn farm. The necessity arose on thtr demands of shipping
facilities 'te place the United States army in France, with the
consequent lack of ,ships to bring as much meat as farmerly
from South Anierica.
Ruason for incremeo.

The necessiky has arisen for North America ta pravide
a larger proportion of beef, and it was not thought possible
to do ,,biq at the former price. The increase was given more
to stimulate production in the future than tu hasten sellirig
in the prescrit. The resuit bas been thart the price af live
cattie went up in ail markets several cents, and that the
wholesa-le price of the best mealt by the carcass rose accord-
ingly. It is impossible ta make an exact stateinent for the
cauntry as a whole, but thse evidence available indicates thait
the rise was most evident in~ the price of live animals and in
the -retail price. Apparently, if any of thie dealers have taken
advan'tage of the situation. to raise the price unduly, it is
the retaýilersý.

This is probably due, in part at least, ta 'the fact that
the wbhoes;lIerS have large stocks on band, on wbich ithey are
not alwdbyý the Canada FoodI Board tu advance their
prices. 1: is nawç unlawful for wholesiale dealers to. make
more than a certain limited percentage of profit on mneats,
no mialter what change mnay cone. over the miarket. It is
noûteaorthy 'that wholesale prices of beef have advanced very
mucb More in the Uni'ted States than they have in Canada.
ln the U7nited States 'the increas'ed cost cJ the carcass has
been taken up mostly b>' added charges for the dcaper cuts
w.ith conseqizent added burdens upon 'the labor classes. The
evidence shows that such was not the case in general in Can-
ada, but that the best cuts were advanxced as much as the
camnion ruts.
Food Commoçlltlw In Stomg,,

The amnount of food commoàities in storage june i5t,
were:

Lbs.
Buttter ,.... ................ 2,5167

Cheýese .. . . .. ... . . . . 2e ,9

Beef <fresb and pickled> ,... - ic,ý333,470
Purk (fresb and pickled) ....... ý3i,2i8,944
Ba;con, bim and smaked meats 1 .4,721.221

-At,,~, 1-, 1,} Cn X'~21

The prec-eding figures cave
in storage. To estimate the qtuý
able froni caid storage camrpai
part, ia per cent, tnay be addeé
and certain camparatively insig
Owned by FIrme.

Goods owned b>' firms repu,
*ouows.ing rempariSons

june

Eggs (dozen> 6,5...
Beef (fresli and pickled) 8, 1
Park (freqb and picklcd) - 31,8
Bacon, bani and smnoked

unr,

1917, show the

le 61.


