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WITH THE ARMY.L ONDI)çN, lCngi(. , O ct. 2o.-Tlhe general animal returns of the

L British ariny, which have just been issued, shiow that the
average effective strength during the year WvaS 220,309. 'Uhls is
thie highest averag-e duin- the last ?o vears. Onlv in live branches
of thc regular arnmy were mîen requirC(I to complete establishmients.
TIhe nîînliber of recruits that enlisted last vear %vas 29,583, A very
grratifying~ féature, and w~hicl, shows the conditions of the soldier are
heing improved upon, is the fact that there have bcen a much
Sa rger nuinbler %vho rejoin at the expiration of thc period for which
thcv originally cnlisted. Crime has taken a sudden drop ; but
there is stili roomn for imiprovemient ii the matter of drunkenncss.
"'bere %vcre only 9, 189 court niartials-the srnallest number silice
1876. 'l'le nuinber of men secuiringil good conduct badges bas
gYon C up b>' lCal)s and bounds. The physique of the army hias
showvn a niarked inl)r<>venent.

T IE return of the Airmv% keserve was not quite so strong as on
the corresponding date of' the prcceding- two years. On paper

the militia stili niaintains its nunibers. [hîs, however, cannot be
relic( luponi, for it is often thec case that the meni have their ilames
on several pay roîls, and înany of the reserve men, it is claiid,
fr-auduflently enlist ini the iniltia corps. An inquiry inito this state
of allairs bas often bCen askzed fohr. 'lo identify a mniî is no doubt
a dilhicult matter, bult tht n-s have been brought (lown to such a fille
point as should miake itdcangerous for* a mani to attemipt it. Thei
united strengèth of the armvy last :-car, which iincltudedl the arrmy at
horne, the .\rîîî keserve anid the auxiliaries ini the U,:nited King-
(loni wvas 543, 5o6 otiicers and nmen.

T II E sllpply of rations to the Biritish and I n(ian armiieswiili comle
under the ('onsideration of two commiiittees ini I ndia at an cary

dlate.
T II p larade of old soldiers the other (la>, at Ed'(inbtirgh wvaS in-

spected by (*en. Chapmnan. commanding the for-ces in Scot-
land. '['lie par-ade c see 458, and the miedals wvori were an in-
dex to the xvars of the last fifty ycars. There were several present
who liac enlistcd 65 years ago. 'Ihere were several thousanîd spec-
tators who %vitnessed the niarch past, wvhich wvas taken part ini b>'
the troops of the garrison. In a(l(ressîng thie 'eteî'ans Gen. Clhap-
miln sai(l that twvo days prviu he hiad had the hionor of diniinrb
%vith fi er Nlajesty,. who, when t01.( that this meeting w~as to take
place, wislied lim to convey a nmessage fronii lier'. Shie had the
niiost cordial synipathy with theîii, anid slue felt l)leastlre ini the de-
Sire tliat tlîev hiad expressed of îîeetinr toeTether al; olci servants of
the lQuteni and cou ntry. Lier Nl.jebt)- wistied hlini to conve>' aIl the
Z,100(1 wîishes it %vas poissibile for lier to expr'ess.

T 11 l' 'oluinteers calinot sa>, but \vliat attention lias beeîî paid
tlîen during thec past >'car. \'et another aIIo'vance is miade

thenil, ini tlîat it ks inteîîde(l to exten(l the grant of the extra hlf
c'apitation allowali(e mladle i n M arch last bevoiid thîe limit origiîialuy.
laid down, and to give it ini rcspeci of every ~oîte h ulfe

as an effticient (luring the current volunteer yeai'.

TIl!-' vuluiiiteer ariv 01(er wîIll bring about a great change ini

flhe 1)1%ivsriîîie ofi h oltinteers. 'Fli mnrnn liei.ght standl-
ardl lia', îlot lbeci ialteretl, buit t(I tiiose vhio are five feet six iches
the cliebt ilîîalremclnt bias been i iicrecasedt. Somle inconvenlience
%\ ilI be encoiîltered ini (li'tliict corp ISsoieC distance froni thîe hecad-

qutrs miidcal oiticci', b)ut as the sei*ge(ant-i iistrutct(lrs anid adju-
tants, are î)retty' well up in tie examiîiatiolî tliere is îot iiicl fear
of a recruit 1)Cin;g a('ceI>tc( 1» unle aind rejected b>' thîe miedical

'' was fcared that thi ew I nifaîîitir Sword l'xercisc '' would
A ontlict \vith tthe schiene of instruction laidl (owii in thic last

e(lîti4>n, but it is nlot, nîaterillv, zffcctcdl. Wlîat slîould prov'< useful
is ttic sclieîiie of progressive exercise ini luinig ani cutting.

Directions are given to officers, wheîî salutiîîg, how to carry the
sword, andl it is laid dowîi that noiî-comnissioned officers and mcen
on dut>', with draNn swords, wilI ' carry sw0l'(s I' to aIl officers.

T HEI (distribution of the medals grantecl b>' the British South
Africa Comîpany to the Imperial ot'ficers wlio took part iniftie

figlîting ini Natabeleland lias been (la>ed j)cn(ing the result of
the recent operations and(l until it is proven that inatters are ini a
state of quietude in tlîat quarter.

L ORI) WOLSELEY coîînîeîîcecl lus tour of inspection of thîe
milita'> centres. Ot'icers and mcin %ould lîaî'e nîucl prefcrred

lia( lie started a week, carlier, as the fur-lough season is about on,
and they ivili liaî'e to wsait tuat the inspections are over. 'This %vill
not, lîowever, delay the roulte maî'clîîng wlîich commîuences aIl over
the country tlîis mnîtlî. A leading ser'vice papîcr says tlîat the
comimialing ofticers will l)e carefuil not to let Lord WVolseley sec thc
sean>' Si(le of tlhe exercise. I t is w~ell kîîown iliat mîen to avoid
faitigu-ie and blistcrcd feet Nvill wca,' 011 b)oots at the u'îsk of tlîeî,
lîeaîtlî. Lord Wolseley lias but to sec lîow it is (lone and( thîe
seulement of thîe nîiIitary' boot question wîll not lie far distanît.

ASlRVl"\ ICE paperasserts tlîat the Adnîiralty anîd \Var ( )fflice viIll
Asubstîtute the Royal Mari ne garrison for the military Ya rrisonis

at Adeni, IHalifax, Hong-Kong and( St. leclena. If tliis slioul(l l)
colisuiiliiate(l it îwill affect thîe miarines b>' inicreasing (luit brandi of
thîe service. The entire for-ce at preseiît is onl' 1 6,ooo officers anîd
ilee n

VIRDEN'S CRACK TROOP.

VI1 lR)l" \ Nov. 8.-'l'le tlird aimial (liner of A" ''Iroop,
M\anitoba D)rapoons, ivas hcî(l ini the tire hall last 'l'uesday

eeingii. NearIl' ail the I ea(Iilg merchaiîts of thîe towni responided
to the inivitationi to be preseîît. 'l'lie occasionî îN's taken advaiîtage
of to give a general idea of thîe wo'k and progress of the troop, and
tîeî'e is no (Ioubt tlîat thîe inîformationî gîven will awakeîî thîe to%îvn to
the fact tlîat the>' have a rcally valuable asset ini tlciî' nidst in - A
Troop, Mlanitoba I)ragoons. Seg.-l joîoslin %vas ini thîe chair,
andt oened thîe toast list by> ,)roposing ''i'e tieei,' 'l wlicli "'as
receiv ed %vitî ail (lue l0>'alt)' anid enthusiasni. 'l'Ieî followed
, 'llie Manitoba 1)ragooîîs,'Il respoiided to bx' Capt. Il osiiier andl
Lieuit. Ramsay ; and -- 'The Noni-coîîîinissionied ( )Itlfcer-s,' respoli(l-
cd to by' Corp. jollitfce.

In replyîîîg to tiiese toasts the specakers gave a geîîeral revieîv
of the troop andl bts wvork. I"or tlîre successive years they hav'e
grone mbt calîîp, an(l for- the first two ),cars thev have succee(led ini
capturing the highest marks ini tlhe Dominîion for -,eiie'-al efficiency,
thus carnîing a %vi(lesprea(l celebrity. lhis year tlwv ivere llaii(i-
caî)pe(l 1' tlhe nev drill, but altlîough the îIarks have îiot been
mîade known, tlîey liave ever>' hope of still retainiîîg thec pruud
position of thîe premiier caî'aîry of Canîada. Thiis efficîency ivas
ditc to the interest taken in the îî'urk bv the mien, anîd eplecially to
thic scies of w~inter drills liel( ini thîe towîî hall, the lise of which lias
beenl so kindly (lolate(l 1w the Town Illtmpuv Considerable

attetio lis ben iven to thie sîiuotinmg of the îroop, several valtu-
aille troJ)lis haî'ing falleîî to tliebi' share. Amoîîg otîiers, thiev
wvon the silv'er salver gîven by the D)omniionî Rille I.eaguc for teaîîî
slîootimg wilî the WVinchester carbine, P>te. C. F'. Ivienîs secuiring thîe
I oîîiinion Badge as lest sliot. 'l'ley also senit a teaîîî to the \Vin-
uîipcg îiecting and secuired the Cavaîî'v Cu1 î and Secondl prie ini the
Skirîîîishing Cup. 'l'lie finances of thie troop î%'ere brielly î'eferî'ed
to, andl it %vas slîowrî that tlîey spent o\ er* $î ,ooo îpr annuiniiin the
town.

'llie fourth annmal î)aIl under thîe auspices of ' A ' 'rlroop

Mîanitoba l)îagoons "'as lîeld o11 'Ihursday niglît ini the 'Town Hll.
Thuis ball is now considered the c-penîn'' eveuit of the social season,CIb


