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DOMINION RIFLE ASSOCIATION,

Transactions of the Annual Business Meeting
helci this Week.

Practical Address from the Governor-General -And a generous parting gift-
The Quebec Cartridge Factory criticised- Range Accommodation

discussed-General Business.

T HE annual mieeting of the men iwho direct the business affairs of the
Dominion Rifle Associationî was held on Wednesday, i4 th inst., in

the railway conîrittee roorn of the House of Counimons. Owing to the
snow blockade on the railways, the attendance of tiiembers frorn a dis-
tance was small, the Western meni being altogether unrepresented. The
president, Lieut.-Col. Hon. G. A. Kirkpatrick, M.11., occupied the chair,
arnd on bis righit sat His Ir-xcellencv the Governor-Ganeral. Amongst
others present were Sir Adolphie Caron, Minister of Militia, and his
deputy, Col. 1anet; I.ieut.-Gen. Middleton; Major-Gen. Laurie, M.P.;
Lieut.-Cols. O'Brien, MIP.; I)enison, M.P.; Tyrwhitt, M.P.; Brosseau;
Irwin, Insl)ector of Artillery; Lamiontagne, 1)AG;Lewis, B.-M.; H.
Smnith; Scoble; John Macpherson,- Treasurer; Bacon, Secretary; Mac-
donald; Fraser; White; Ross, and Walker; Majors Prior, M.P.; Blaik-
lock, Bond, Tilton, Perley, Walshi, and Anderson; Calîts. Hood, Newton,
Sherwood, and WVright; Lieûts. Chamîbers and Gray.; and besides these
oflicers, Senator Girard, Mr. WVard, M.P., C. H. Tupper, M.P., Kenny,
M.P., Adani Brown, M.P., E. 1). Sutherland, J. Wý. de C. 0'Grady, J. 1).

* Taylor, and a few other mem bers.
In presenting the annual report, the contents of which have already

been published, the chairmian referred with regret to the fact that this
was the last meeting at wvhich the association would have with them their
generous patron L ord I ,ansdowne. He announced that, supplenîenting
his handsome annual donation of $500, His Excellency had just added
a parting gift Of $250, whîich Col. Kirkpatrick suggested should be in-
vested in a special trophy to be kiîown as the Lansdowne cup, and to be
competed for annually in a special match to be known as the Lansdownie
nmatch, so that -the liresent anîd future riflemeu mîight hiave reason to
remember the liberal-hearted donor.

Major-Gen. Laurie.seconded the nîotio'? to adopt the report, which
ivas carried.

Sir Adolphe Caroni moved a resoluiion of thanks to His Excellency
for his generous gifts, and for his attendance at the meeting. The motion
was seconded by Major Prior, M.P., and carried amiidst applause, renewed
when Lord L.ansdowne rose to reply.

THE (;OVERNOR-G;FN FRkAL'S RElýlAPKS.

"hI has been a great îleasure to, me,-" lie said, "to be officially con-
nected during nîy residence in this country with the Dominion Rifle
Assoçiation, and I anm glad uuîon this, the hast occasion when 1 ain likely
to takCe a part in the transaction of its business, to bear nîy emphatic
testimony to its public usefulness." Having referred to thîe satisfaétory
report presented, ne continued: "I anm hound to say that I arn struck, in
reading the report, by the comparative smallness of the number of îîames
cnrolled in the list o.f your ordinary subscribers.

"An association like yours, fulfilling a great public object, lias a right
to exh)ect the general support of ail classes of your citizens, and consider-
ing the insignificant amiount of the subscription invited, it certainly
appears to me that you mniglît reasonably expect a very îîîuch larger nuni-
ber of contributors tlîan the few wlîo now figure upon your list. My ex-
lierience of these matters leads tue to behieve that support of this kind
is generally flot fortlîcorning unless those who are interested in the mîatter
niake up their minds to exert a certain amount of pressure-I would
almost say persecution-upon their friends, in order to induce themi to
corne forward, and I cannot hellp thinking that there is a good deal to lic
done in that direction."

After speaking of the work of the past ycar, iîîcluding the successes
at Wimbledon, His Excehlency continued: "Ini regard to the general
objects which the association should keep) in view, 1 will flot take upon
myself to do more than enîphasize what lias been so often said by others
in this connection, namely: that considering the conditionus of iîiilitary
service in this country, andl the position occujîîed by this association ini
relation to the Canadian nîilitia, it shouhd be our object not su iuuch to
educate and encourage a sniall nunîber of crack siiots ond jrizc winîîcrs,
as to difluse efflciency in shooting as widely as possible throughout the
whole militia force. Tlhat an effort in this direction is called for, must,
1 think, be obvious to anyonc 'sho has takeil tue troub>le to rcad the re-
port of Gen. Sir F. Middleton uuîon the iiitia for hast yeatr."

In conclusion, Lord Lansdowne exîîressed his regret thiat hie would
lie tnable to again meet with the associationu, but iddcd that bis sucrcessor

rmight be expected to approach, its-offairs with the advantage of having
been himself a soldier, and of having held- the high office of Secretary
of State for WVar in England.

His Excellency's address throughiout %vas practical and sensible, and
wvas thoroughly appreciated by the riflenien.

Votes of thanks were then passed to the Minister of Militia, and to
thy variour contributors towards the price list.

THIE QU EBEC CA RTR ID(;E FACTORY.

In replving, the Minister of Militia referred to a statement made by
Major Bond concerning the Quebec cartridge factory, and expressed the
hope that sorne nieniber would hring up the subject in the House of
Coninons, so that an opportunity for investigation might be offered.

Major Bond had, ai. an' early stage of the mneeting, speaking on thie
motion to adopt the report, referred to the complaints nmade about the
Snider ammiunition, at the competitors meeting last summer. He
quoted the staternent there denied that the cartridges were filled by
littie boys and girls, and in connection with this denial hie read fromi the
report of evidence taken lately before the Labour Commission 2t Quebec.
In this sworn 'testiniony it appeared that one ('eo. Robitaille had
inforrned the commission that the mnachinery at the factory was defec-
tive and therefore good cartridges could flot be niade, and that also
since the establishmnent of the factory no less than six children, twelve
or thirteen years of age, had parts of their hands mnutilated or destroyed
through accidents with the nîachinery. Refcrring to the prevalent dis-
satisfaction with the working of this establishment he said hie had corne
to the conclusion that the officer in charge there had impaired its
efficiency by hedging hiniself about with theoretical tests, and refusing
to accelît advice fromi any quarter. Major Bond took this opportunity
to appeal to the Minister of Militia, his 1)eputy, the General Command-
ing, the President of the Association, and the other Menibers of Parlia-
nment present, that if it continued to l)e necessarv to use Snider
cartridges thiese should be sound ones; and, further, that they should
flot be stained with the blood of children.

T'he niatter had been dîsposed of theri by a statement of the chair-
man that it wvas nlot one for the Association or the Counicil, but for the
G-'overniment.

ELF.CTION OF OFFICERr.

His Excellency the Governor-General mioved, the election of ofticers
l)eing in order, that Lieut.-Col. Hon. G. A. Kirkpatrick, M.P., lie
re-electcd. In doing so, hie jîaid the president a series of graceful corn-
plinients, and made a neat reference to the apparent intimate connec-
tion between the occupancy of the Speaker's chair in the House of

uonin and the presidency of this association. T1he motion ivas
seconded by ieut.-Gen. Middleton and carried.

The other oflicers elected were ail the saine as las. year, with the
exception of a few changes in the Council. ILieut.-Col. Walker, of Lon-
don, is added to the list for Ontario in place of Lt.-Col. White, Ottawa,
"'ho this year is a representative of Nova Scotia, having been chosen by
the -Provincial Association ini place of Hon. J. S. 1). Thompson. Capt.
Crane, of the 63rd, repîlaces I ieut.-Col. Murray on tlue Nova Scotia list,
and John A. Mara, M.l>., of Kamiloops, becomes one of the representa-
tives of British Columîbia in place of D>r. Chisholm, M.P.

A vote of thianks to <en. Mfiddleton having lîcen proposed, that
officer in replying, referred to the (disposition latcly slîown in the
Imperial service to pay less attention to mnarching past and saluting and
more to teaching the men to ire. He hiad endeavoured to spread
this idea in Canada, for hie though. thiere was no use in teaching men
things thiat no one but a humn idiot wuuld think of in war. He wishied
to make Our soldier what lie ought to be, a firing aninmal.

TIhe chairman announced tlîat the General had agaiîi made a
donation of $z5 to thè fuinds of the Association.

;ENERI. BULSINlESS.

The proceedings at executîve committee meetings were, on miotion
and a vote being taken, ordcred to lie printed in future in the aîînual
report.

An aniendment to the constitution in accordance with notice given,
providing for the representation of the North-WVest Territories on the
Council, was adopted.

Major-( eneral I aurie pressed for greater camping azcoiimodatioîî
for the Nova Scotia contingent ai. the prize meetings. In this connec-
tion Mr. J. W. de C. O'Grady drew attention to the want of target
accommodation, and clainîed that thc range would flot l)ersrnit of further
enlargernent.

Ini answer to I.ieut.-Col. Scoble, it was stated ly L.ieut.-Col. W'hite
that no audience had taken place iîetween rcpresentatives of the associa.
tion and the Governnîcnr %mith respect to the suggestion of the coin-
petitors nmeeting, that Martini rifles shotuld he issuied to the force in
place of Sniders.
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