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to bc the trend of the best scientific thoughit of to-day that ail
diseases are due ta a specifle germ, and in that case our thera-
peutics and materia miedica iviII require ta underga a decided
change, as aur therapeutics and preserit .knawoledge of materia
medica as ta the cure af disease must yet bc classed as samewhat
emrpirical andi is hardly up to the time. If the physician haci been
able ta keep pace with the surgeon (rernember 1 arn not saying
that the graund for discoveî:y \vas as easily traversed) iu *discover-
ing remedies, that hie cauld have abtained by internai therapeutics
anytiiing like similar resuits w'hichi tie modern surgeon lias
obtained by means of external antiseptics, then the practice af
medicine might rank wvel1 as an exact science, but until thenl with
thase wvha believe in the bacterialagical theary as ta the cause and
origin af disease it must remain apen ta empiricism.

Farmerly, the cause af tetanus was supposed ta bc due ta
som-e abnormal canditian af the nerves and their peripheral cen-
tres. During the past few years bacterialagists have been able
ta fully demanstrate that tetanus is a germ disease, therefore littie
need be said as ta its cause-bodily injuries of any kind, frm, tlie
slightest ta the mast severe, wvhichi are expased and apen ta inacu-
latian af the tetanic germn ar bacilli. Formerly it wvas cansidered
that injuries ta the palmer surface af either the faat ar hand near
the thumb or great tae, ivas moire susceptible ta producing tetanus
than any other part af the bady ar lirnbs. But that could be
easily accaunited far, as thase parts are the mast exposed ta dirt
ar dust, the prapagating grounds far the tetanus bacilli. The anly
affectian w'hich tetanus mighit be canfaunded wvith wvou1d be
hysteria and strychnine poisoning. The former by close observa-
tian cauld readily be discerned ; the latter is samewhat similar,
anly strychnine poisaning- the spasms being somewvhat tanic, but
,only lasting for a short time, with complete relaxation betwveen.
In traumnatic tetanus the spasms are tanic in every sense. It is a
disease wvhich consists iii an almast cantinnous rigid contraction of
the involuntary muscles without but little relaxatian or alteration.
It is also characterized by closing af the jawvs. Accarding ta
-statistics, tetanus is ane af the most fatal maladies. The tetanus
germ is anc af the deadliest knawn, spreads rapidly, and generally
wvithi fatal results. Ail the wvriters an the subject which 1 have
Iiad a chance ta peruse agree that fev cases of traumatic tetanus
:recaver.

The marbid anatomy and pathology af tetanus seems ta have
been very obscure, as the reiults af past-mortem af patients wha
have died fram tetanus liave been very unsatisfactary. Tetanus,
like hydraphobia, seems ta be a specific canstitutional disease,
occurring without any appreciable local signs or symptams, and
wvhether the great martality iu this disease is due ta the presence
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