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TIE CHURCH AND MXXIGRATION.

(An Ante-Congress Paper, by .Rev. G.
Jemmett, M..)

The purpose of the present paper is te review
some of the leading points bearing on the clair»
arising froin immigration on the general sympa-
thy of the Church.

Firet. Emigration will be found to follow
much the .same rule as exportation. To this
day for many of tho minor dependencies of
England,-whose demand is limited, and capi-
tal almost nil,-any refuse of the home markat
iathought net amis; and it is not many years
sinco impdrtant colonies, as Australia or the
Cape, were the reservoirs into which the very
scum, and dregs of the population of the mother
land were systematically drained, or into wh ich,
at. best, those were reaceived as settlers who soo
wereo ound te contribute more inmates te gaols
than did the native inhabitants. Tho new-
comers were, in fact, mado up mainly of such
as hadbeendeported frein or had voluntarily
'leR their, country for their csuntry's good."
But, apart from such casee-the history of
which, we may consider closed-it may be
asaumed that neither England nor any other
country sonde abroad, as a rule, its best mate-
ial. This is but what might be expected. In

the exportation te a new and struggling settle-
nent of manufacturing or, othte products, it is

not for artiqlea%'jve do net.ay Of intrinsic
value, but of the highest qualityi that demanid
arises or an outlet is sought. Se, too, the cir-
oupmstances which .make emigration.a necessity
-4o itis from Pressure, in some form. or an-
othpr, that home.and .kindred are, in generale
given up-forbid our :considering immigrants,
soòially, mdrally or religiousl, the fairest re-
pre ptation of2 the countiy .they .leave. It is
nq t eecticns of every rank of life that
that!e receive inot allthe strata are repre-
eented:: ud seo, fromthemature of the case, the
hjghoestsooisl«positionseand the, bestqualities
ot nd, and hieart, are net ordinarily to be

f qd.Aai , id wat. i ight are immigraitp gene-

rally xegarded ? Do we invi th'em to Our
pea lu t]le. pirjt o? Iroael sdç1&a oz1-

e are 'journeying lac,e which
the Lord' said I wil g ive yp; com.e thouy th
us, au4 wowi) dc theopa71 'dt" Te8 imrigra-
tien, n fac, regardd generalY fremi moral
or religions point cf view, or in what may h'o
.calied its more physial aspect? Is it, in W.
Word, suLs we count up each yenr as added <te
us, or so much more sinewfr the opènig up
and development of our vast natural resources ?
It is greatly to be feared that Our whole view,
as a community, of this question is seoular te
the very core-" of the earth, earthy."

But, further, immigrants, as we have said,
areuct gonoerally the beat, lu evory reapo. t, cf
the commumity they leave. On the do-tary,
they but teo commonly bring with théni lire-
ligious habits acquii'ed at home; and our own
experience and self-knowledge are sufficient tO
teach us-from the effects we observe in pur-.
selves of more change of scenoe and associations
-that the stop the emigrant takes in becoming
such has in itself a secularizing tendency. And
net only this, but the one thought, be it romem-
bered, that possesses him is, the bettering of
his worldly condition-in a word, monev-mak-
ing. Thus, i the struggle that ensues, rehgion
encounters rude jostlings, the restrainte of
moral principle are relaxed, and the higher
sensibihtios blunted or perverted; whilst pre-
cisely those faculties are sharpened which do
service te the lower portion of our nature, and
which are mostly employed in attaining ends
limited by the shroud and the grave. And the
effect, in morals and religion, on the people
amongst whom they come, no less than on the
immigrants themselves, is a weighty conside.a-
tion: for ev are net te suppose that hetero-
gencous elements eau be iatroduced into any
social system without creating social disorder,
te stem which counteracting and remedial
measures must be adopted. Heavy, then, must
be the respoasibility of anuy Churci into the
peopled or waste places of whose bbunds these
disturbing forces find an entrance and a home.

But, bosides the considerations already ad-
vanced (which are applicable te immigrants of
any race or from any country,) wo have others
of a special character, which, taken into ac-
count, should make us think. "The Kingdom
of God cometh net with observation " received,
in the earliest- days of the Church, some por-
tion of its fulfiment in the quiet manner in
which the Gospel was communicated from one
Christian to another. Numerous instances
rmight be adduced in which we have no more
information about the first introduction et'
Chlstianity into any country than we have of
ts original peopling. We trace, however,

much in the saine way whence the people and
the religion reapectively came; a similarity of
language in the one case, in the other a church
rule or custom, auffices te direct us te the right
source. But, however this may be, each indi-
vidual Christian, whorever ho journeyed, look-
ed upon himself as a soldier carrying on a an-
gle-handed contest with the powers of this
world. Because for a time he, as it were, fell
out of the ranks and became mixed up with the
,heathen, he laid aside neither his uniform nor
&1W weaponË; he' wàs, ' like Dariiel, 'a cOnverter
among unconcealed enemies; and he did iit,;
like te Chinese pagan now-a-days, louve his
religion behind him with his country. Which
does.a Christian now the more resemble? His
ancient brother, or the modern pagan?

Now, this consideration, we .ubmit, only
makes the new element. the more dangerous to
the moral and. spiritual life of the commumity
into which it inde its way, and thus.adds te the
claim on our Christian sympathies

But there is ano ther point te which we would
call attention. The English Church immi-
grant knows nothing lu practice of the main-.
tenance of his own pastor. Accustomed, as he
bas been, -wherever ho might go ,through the
length and breadth of his native land, toemd
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the; ministVtions. of religion handgnd. at-eal
wlthout cot tO im4ef-Lt hiaving,Ÿ,n 'faôt,
inherite.dor.aggqred1 any opher, impres.sion cf
a Clurch butof one estabIished ahd".oridwéd
fr6hi 'ml~e" im«nit"mffirial-hè '6ýfln'ds "it difflonit in
a- néecounty ta realize: the fact that, if he
would have the ordinances of the Gospel, he
must make a pecuniary sacrifice for the main-
tenance of those whose, office it is. te su ply
them. He bas, in fact, traditiorial associations
of very long standing to unlearn, and to acquire
in their .room thpse of a directly opposite char-
anter; and as this l dificuit and sever a slow
process,:he stands in need of the consideration
and substantia id_'of those whose lesson is te
some extçpt 1e4z4nt and -fer whese wante ravi-
sion is alread .. e

*Let us nôw awhi.e have in oui mind's eye
some 'howling .wilderness' of dense forest and
impenetrable ,raarsh. Shantieslhere and there
are dotting the-surface; Wolves, bears and the
like take note that they'are no longer in serene,
undisturbed possession. Season after season
fresh settlers pour in, till, in due course, the
wilderness bids fair te filourish as a garden.
The outaide world begins ta think that some
gain may be gotten from opening up a connec-
tien with this new home of man. Se magnifi-
cent a farming or Iumbering Tegion must be
developed. Ere long, on an iron road, its pro-
ducts speed, bundreds of miles, to some lake or
seaside depot, whence wind and steam bear
them te minister te man's needs and comforts
in other aud distant lands.

Now, with respect te a vast region into
which the soldiera of this world thus pioneer
and make good their way, what is the Church's
course? Months, perhaps years, roll by, and
at length one solitary picket is posted there.
Ris position, we will not resist the temptation
of adding, bringe forcibly to our recollection a
cartoon, during the Crimean War, of the Paris
Charivari. Every one has heard of the great
entente cordiale, te foster and preserve which
reet was had to all kinds of expedients.
Amongat the minor and, perhaps, not lenat effi-
cacions means, the Punch of our Gallic allies
was pleased, in enthusiastic admiration of Bri-
tish "solidite," te represent a solitary High-
lander as sentinel, within an inch of a frightful
precipice, and with his back to it. A cry of
araazement comes from one or two passers-by;
but, says his companion, "Ces soldats ne recu-
lent jamais." True this is, too, possibly, of the
commissioned soldiers of the Cross; but there
is One who, "knowing what was in man,"
Himself sent forth the firet such "two by two."

At best, as we have said, ene detached, for-
lorn unit is thus placed in a position of great
trial and peril, te grapple-unaided, inexperi-
enced and witheut counsel at hand-with the
whole array of Satan and his evil angels.
"Longo intervallo " comes a second; and, after
a like pause, a third or more. Yets it but too
often is. The world is "wiser" than the
Church; and each instance of the many that
might be thus addueed but adds another link
te a.long chain of similar supinenessud "un-
wisdon." But not the world only rebukes the
Church. Separati.ts in countless variety have
ever the start cf her; and thus, in a field al-
rady' rolifie of ungôdliiess and irreligion, are

sown the bitter .eds of " false doctrine, heresy-
andschism." The tree and the fruit are as the
seed; .and the Church's opportunity is for ever
gone.

We have necessarily. in the above, doue no
more than glance at a few of the leading pbints
bearing on our p. .Qposed subject. They are
sncb the full, thou tful and earnest considera-
tion of which isWe lclculated, with the Divine
blessing, te aakeln A'to ta deep sense of their
porsonal individuai réepoisibility. withrespect
to the soulspf· those les. Lfv-d tain thom-
slves ; and te Iead thefn t' eateum i a bléesed
jriyilgg, as wel duty, tO give bacl, for
theirsakes, to aod 'f that which'He has, in
the irst place, given'theni


