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at a convenient angle, served as a handle,
being suided by the plowman’s lelf hand,
while he managed the team with his vight,
With this refie of the good old days, the peu-
sant may have annoyed aod drritated a roud

ol doper day 1o the depth of three
inclies: and, as care is tiken not 1o aflliet in
this fashion any field that cannot be irrigat d,

e may possibly, by the conjunction of good
luck with - labovious culture, obtain hall a
crop. It is a sale gaess that this cultivator,
living the year round on black bread moisten-
ed with weak vinegar or raneid oil, because
unable 1o live better, cherishes a supreme
contempt for all such quackery and humbug
as book-farming,

The display of - Plows in the Palace of Jn-~
dustry I niay have alluded to, but 1 am not
yet done with it. L is therein perfeetly
demonstrable that the same expenditure of
human- effort and aonnal masele which is
now employed to disturh the earth iudiffer-
ently 1o an average depth of tive inches
wonld suffice, if properly directed, to pulver-
ize the sime area thoronghly to the depth of
ten or 1welve iuches, iner o il
harvests by at least twenty-five per ceut and
allording a safeanard agninst the evil influ-
enees of hoth wet and dry seasons. A few
enlightened minds here are contemplating

s resalt: the great majority of French
armers vither never think ou the subjeet or
else remard it wueh as one of ooy own inve-
terte blockheads—of that sort which not only
knows nothing but glories in it—expends his
substitate for wit o any meeting of o Farm-
ers’ Clnb.

Irance has nturally. a- magnificent soil.
T prefer it, all things considered, to that of
onr own Western States. We have much
Tiundd that is richer at the outset, but very little
that will hoid its own in defiance of maltreat-
ment so well as this does.  Lime abounds
here'in every form—the wilronds are often
ent throngh hills of Jodse chalk—and very
much of the subsoil in this vieinity appears
to be a rotten limestone or gypsnm, bt is said
10 be o marine deposit—proved such by the
infinity of shells therein mbedded.  There
is not w particle of stone in the snface soil ;
the vorten gypsum is, for the most part, casily
traversed by the plaw, thongh at'a depth of
ten to twenly feet the same onginal formation
may be found havd enongh fo quarry into
building-stane.  To re-enfuree -such a soil,
after the exhanstion produeed by a hundred
crops in suceession, it is only requisite lo ran
the plow two inches deeper than it has hitherto
wrone-—a, process urgently desirable on other
arounds than this, ~{ never before abserved
Iand so thowoughiy fortified against the des-
traetive lendencies of heman ignorance, in-
dalence and folly.  Then the Summer of
Ifranee, as compared with ours, is cool and
hamid, exposing grain-crops to fewer dangers
of smut, rust, &e.pand hreeding far fower in-
ceets thai does onrs. (O that there wore somue
power in Ameries adequate and resolved to
proteet those best fricuds of farmers—the
Dirds—against the murderous instinets of
every young ruffian who can shoulder & mus-
ket ) "1 have seldow seer fiver Wheat than
grows profusely around Paris, and Ithink this
region “onght to average more bushels to the

- acre in the conrse of o century than any part

oi the United States.
But French genius and talent do not tend
to the soil, I must have already observed
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1,100 aecves of eapital Jand, a choice stock
and well adapted  building, cuters on its
twenty-vighth year with barely sceenly pu-
pils. " A kindred testimony is wafted from a
 Reform Schoal” in the weslern part of the
country.  To this school young reprobates are
sent from the udjucent eities and wade adepts
i Agricultare as o just punishment for their
sins; and its last oflicial report boasts that the
sehool has been condneted with such wisdom
and sueeess that over half of its graduates
have enlisted in the Army! ‘There’s a
climax for yon'!

—The Agriealtural Department of the Ex-
hibition containg little by which imelligent
farmers could he instructed.  Samples of
choice Wheat, Oats, Peus, Beans, &e., are
very well in such ashow, and may stimulate
some cultivators to try to equal them, but do
not tell them how the thing is to he done. |
have already incidentally spoken of the Plows
other than Enghsh as au ill-favored lot—
those of Franee only less imational than some
competitors from other portions of the Contin-
ent. 1 judge one from Norway will take any
premimn which may be awarded to the worst.
The chiel anxiety of the contrivers would
seem to be, that each shall be thoroughly
ruarded, at whatever eost, against running
100 deep into the ground, thongh to that o
ss they nuilest not the slightest inelina-
tion. It is very plain that the makers of
these Plows behieve all the earth which lies
more than six inches {from sunshine very
noxions to growing plints—as some of it may
be while it remains unstnned and unstirred
sinee creation—but if so, that seems {o me a
very urgent reason for furning it up o day-
light and giving it a chance 1o amewd.” 1 do
not perceive a stenm-plow among the novel-
ties exhibited, bnt we shall not have to wait
many yews for that, Many of the newer
harrows evitee respeet for the truth (which |
believe has alrendy commended itscif to the
approval of maost enlightened enltivators in
Awmerica) that the pointed, wedge-shape
tooth is radieally vicious, tending to compuet
the soil which it triesto pulverize and loosen.
Harrow-teeth hased on the principle of the
plow and the cultivator, entting eastly, lifting
and turning over all the soil thatthey disturh,
are evidently coming into fashion.

Dunining begins to'fix the attention of the
judicions few in France 3 4 cheap treatise on
its importance and processes hasjust appeared
from the pen of one of the Professors at
-Grignon, and a wicrable sample of a tile-
drain is laid down in the sultural #xhibi-
tion,  Unlike those 1o which [am aceustomed,
inn this drain an indepeadent eollay or hroad
ring (say three inches wide) looscly covers
each junetion af the tile, not so mach to pre-
vent their filling up with carth as to keep
ane from sinkine helow or vising above the
olhier so a5 1o stop the flave of water. . The
material is of conrse that of the tile. Tshould
think this colliy where the ground is
firm and the tik d, and ineflectunl

i
well |
elsewliere ; bt it s said (o be considered

waorth its extra cost by those who have tried it

Prof. Johun Wilson, well known in Ameriea,
asswres me that the tile-laying machine, of
which enly drawings and deseriptions, so far
as [ am wware, have reached our country, is
commending itself to the judgment of British

improvers. ~ This machine, now worked with
moveable steam instead of horse-power, fakes
up'its position at one side of the field to be

that the “ Imperial” School of Agriculture at | drained. and commences the first drain at the
Grignon, though twenty-eight yeurs old, with point opposite ou the other, slowly drawing
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thenee 1o itself a_chain, to which is attached
an apparatus which ents a mere crense from
the surfice downward to the required depth,
at which it: makes a hole barely larwer than
the tiles, which elosely follow on a string, be-
ing firmly attached to the perforating appara-
tus, aind paid out from the starting-point just
as fast as reqoived. Thus each foot of the
diain is' perfected the minute after it is begun,
while the lubour of throwing ont and replac-
ing several cubic feet of earth for every foot

-of drain is obviated. Obviously, this would

not angwer in-a rocky and in a miry soil,
though in ‘the latler his mode of cutting
would tend to give firmness 1o the earth im=
mediately surronnding the- drain, at least for
wtime. 1 shall try 1o see a machine of this
sort at work in England, and { wish some ex-

“tensive,thrifiy, weallhy, improving landowner

would tnport or construct one, . On the broad
hrairies, or on the fertile intervales of Western
New York, it ought to work well. ‘

—It is unsafe to condamn what you do not
fully eamprehend, but many of the European
confrivances for mowing, Treaping, &e., by
horse-power, seem absolutely puerile com-~
pared with those knoww in our country,  So
the machines for thrashing and eleaning grain
here exhibited seenmt generally such s we
lave for the Iast twenty or thirty years been
superseding by better, and some of them
clumsily made and in bad condition, as if
they had been hrought here from some old
laber room, without cleaning.  This is not
what one expeets or is accustomed to see in
Paris.  On the whole, 1 do not believe any
decided impulse will be given to Agricoltaral
improvement in France by the Exhibition,
though in nothing move has Frante more
pressing need of progress. )

Yet let me nat close without atribute to the.
enlightened few in and near Paris who wre
miaking most spirited efforts for such improve-
ment, regardlessof the {loitts 2l sorry jokes
wherewith stubborn Junorance is ever set on
to oppose such cllirts. At the head of those
laborers for human good 1 place the working
members of the Socicty fonnded here last
Winter under the auspices of the philosopher
St. Hilaire, which has for -its object the
domestication of unimals hitherto useless to
nia, and the introduetion to Franee of those
which have been proved nseful in remote
regions, but have not yet been naturalized
here. (The attempt now heing made by the U.
8. Government to ntroduce the Camel and the
Dromedary 1o the wild, searcely peopled
region which sepivates Missowri from Cali-
fornia is far narrower, but of the same nature
with this.) The acclimation of Plants also
is likewise to be vigorously prosecuted, and
[learn it already gives promise of important
and not distunt results.  An edible root from
China may be relied on 1o take the place of
the Polate, should the disvase by which that
root has been atllicied for the last ten years
prove incarable ; while anew aod far hardier
Silk-Worm, has been discovered in Australix,
which will thrive on the folinge of the oak
and other trees eommon 1o our forests, pro-
dueing therelrom a staple quite as serviceable,
though not quite so delicate, asthat for which
Europe was originally indebted to Eastern
Asin. The absolute value of these and
kindred additions to Man’s available resources
remains to be settled, but none can seriously
doubt that many blessings, hitherto unrealiz-
ed, will yet crown’ the peaceful Jabors of
Seience impelled by Philanthropy. L

1 buve just had “a conversation with Mr,




