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O K a bright Juie mrning, thirtv-four
years ago, a gelial visitor, îhiliiig from
HamtiltonOnar, called i ie at Spen-
cer Grange,-Thmas MIclwaith, the

1)ntario naturalist.
t>igeniality, a commn ail attractive

studv, rendered the meeting, I caî safely
say, enîjoyabIe to us botl.

At that date I was revising the proofs
of ai unipreteitious manual oii the birds
of Canada, " L'OrnitIologie du Canada
issued iii 1860-61, the first Freih pub-
liatioi of the kind in the province of
(Quelbec. Tt was an earniest attempt of a
lit/ati, not of a suranft, to stimiulate
the listless interest of his eipiatriots
i an attractive branîcl of the itural

sciences.
The interview was, iideed, pleasurable,

as it afforded nie au opportunity to coin-
imue witli so well inforied a student of
oui avi-fauna as the Laird of Cairnt-
brae.

A survey of tlie Speicer Grange collee-
tiin of specimens and eggs naturally fur-
ilished abuidant subjects for discussion
aund comparison. Perhaps we derived still
more zest froni a ramble tiiougli the
nîeigh boring green groves of Spencer Wood
in that auspicious season-spring-vocal
witlh the lieavenly iniistrelsy of the Her-
mit Tlirush, the Veery, the Red-eyed Fly-
catcher, anîd other melodious clioristers-
the accredited poets of nature.

One of the umiubrageous,wilnuding avenues,
close to my dwelling, we walked over in a
nusing mood. It is now historic ground.

Here, in 1842, during his visit to Labra-
diori and Quebec, had sauntered the great
master, .John Jaimes Audubon, author of
the " Birds of America," then an honored
guest of the scholarly proprietor of Spei-
cer Wood, Henry Atkinson.

Like ourselves, doubtless, the poet-
naturalist enjoyed the song, and admired
the gaudy spring liveries of the inany
artists disporting themselves iii thme tree

tops, high v over head-the eHedstart, I Blue
.Jay, Golden-winged Woodpecker, Mary-
land Yellow Thrush, Indigo Bird, Great-
Crested Flycatcher, and otlier wmelcoie
harbingers of returning sunsihine, anld
love-making.

Sinice tis date, lit\ intercourse with the
Ontario bird nman has been limited tg) an
occasionaI letter on a topic whicli lias en-
grossed many sunny hours in oui exist -
ence.

Thîonas NIeIlwraitl, tle Caidian )r-
iitliologist, was borii at Av, iii Scotlaind1,

lin 1824, niot very far fron Paisley, tle
birth-place of tlie gifted oriitholo.gist, AI-
exanider WV ilson,. Like him, at an ear-ly age,
lie sou-ghit bis fortune in the gIeat new
land of the \west, wliere both have acquired
famte. li 1-853 lie weit to H amilton,
wliere lie has resided ever siice.

For vears Ir. Me IlIwraith lias dislciarg-
ed an importait.trust as ilanager of a
large connercial concerii at Hamiltoii.
His scientifie studies and field explora-
tions as a naturalist niow bid fait to make
his iame a iouseliold word in every Calia-
dian lIoimie wlere iav dIwell a lover of
birds, and the nber of such, mie is
hiappy to say, is considerably iiereas-

The love of iatural lijstory is trais-
mîitted in lis familv ;i in more than a
dozen passages of lis book occurs the
mention of an enthusiastic purvevor if

featliered specinens, Dr. K. C. Mell-
wraiti, wlose aclievemîieits already gaiNed
in this field of study, warranit us in ex-
pecting that le will worthily sustain the
naumîe of his respected fathmer.

" Mr. Mcllwraitlh's present work on the
Birds if Ontario is the outcoie of anr ad-
dress on birds and bird matters, delivered
before the Haniltoi Association, on 2nld
April, 1885, wîlen the author proiised to
prepare a freely aninotated list of the birds
of that locality. He was then busy hunt-
ing up Canadian observations for the Mi-
gration Coiiiîîiîttee of the Americai (Orni-
thologists' Union. . . . . The Hamilton
Association publislied the address ini thîeir


