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wnATTvKît else Confederation nmay
have done for the people of Iold"
tînada, l it has cortainly made them

better acquaited with their fellow.
provincials Of New Brunsw'ick ai
Nova Scotia 'anid this better a>-
quaintmcleo has undoubtedly been the
source of no littie mutual advantage.
Of' cou se tho politicians and the
public men or the Province of Canada
knew t.he politicians îand public rnîen
of New Brunswick and Nova Scntit,
îmnd vicers; ( ic tthe gre8t mas of
th]e people of the separtted Provinces
were assuredly strangers to ench
other, wheii in 1864 the fat went
forth froin thlic Quecec Conference
tlint they should be united uider onc
goVernmlent.. T h < C federat ion
.chemne waS the principal "issue" at
tivo genera electitons in Nw Bruns.
wick. At the first, in 1465, Lhe vie-
tory Nas with the 'Antis ;" but the
genierkl .'lec tion.( tlhe followin g ycar,
gave fi crushing lnjlorit y for thec
('iion cae wad.s the aeon

plshiiiiIent. of the. latter resul t t he
ge.nit leInli whse unnamo hiea<l s thliesi
reinarks played a ctwonspirious and
importan t part..

Peter 31îitcholl is of Scottish des
cni t,i n<if la'icks the "eanny'

qulities uipprsed too ong o the
.re h' ce'rt:ainly more'. thi ii ;k'-

'up' fr tii. <liIiey by iage no

e'nowmernt of' ythe prrkeridum in,-

yei/um , whiîch. venttuia in go, wasLre

ogiz<l as tle ;eculiar iroperty of
the' Scotch. It puizzIes us, somtfim
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to understand why the Scotch should
ever have achi Îed the reputation of
"lcanny,"-I cool,"-" calculating"
&c., &c., when we see the dash and
daring, the almost reckless positivisrn
in his own way, of every Scotaman
who, beyond the chilly borders of hia
own country, has risen to distinction.
And cert.ainly Mr. Mitchell does not
help us out of the puzzle. Instead of
illustrating a career of cold and judi-
clous calculation, biding time, and
taking opportunities, we find him
forming conclusions and sticking to
thern against all odds--carrying his
point, or losing it, undisguisedly, in
the very face of his opponents;i mak-
ing of every issue a square stand-up
fight, andi going dowen with his prin-
ciple or iringing it into successful
oper-ation, as the fortunes of the con-
test happen to decide.

His parents settled in New Bruns-
wick in 1818, and Mr. Mitchell was
bor-n at Newcastle. Miramichi, in 1824.
We learn from that excellent and
usef'ul publication, MorganJs Parlia-
mentary Companion, that he was ad-
mitted to the New Brunswick Bar in
1848; but it does not appear that he
subsequently devoted much attention
to the law, for he engaged in ship-
building and lumbering, and we be-
lieve t.hat in tiese lines he still car-
ries on extensive establishments at
his native place. When but a young
man (32) in 1856, he entered the poli-
tical arena, and as a member of the
Liberal party was returned for his
own county, Northumberland, which
lie continued to represent till 1860,
when ho weas appointed a life member
of the Legislative Council. He was a
mnember of the Executive Council, in
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