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Marcu 1, 1873,

Hows of ﬂw Week,

Tur DoMiNioN.—His Honour Lieut.-Governor
Caron wns sworn in on the 17th ult. at Quebec,
The 1lon. Mr. Taschereau has been ap-
polnted to the Court of Queen's Benceh, and the
Hon. Mr, Tesster W' the Superior Court.
The Wellind Canal Comianissioners have sent
{ntheirreporl. It is understood that they have
recommended the route previously fixed by the
Departinent of I"ublic Works. Captain
Taylor bus been elected for Halifax by a majo-
rity of over 1,000, The Hon, Messrs, Hay-
thorne and Laird, delegates from the Prinee
Edward [sland Government to treat on the
question of the admission of the island into
Confederation, are now st Ottawa, The
last rail of the Cannda Soutrern RR. was laid
tast waeek. The Hou. Mexsrs, DeBouneher-
ville and Beaubien have detinitely left the
Quebdee Cadiuet, and will be replaced. the for.
mer by the Hon. J. J. Rass, and the latter by
Dr. Fortin,———The Hon. Mr. Chauveau hus
been appointed Speaker of the Seunate,

The FEngiueers' report on the proposed route of
the Bay Verte Canal has been handed in.

It is rumoured that MMr. F. W, Cumberland iy
to have full charge of the construction of the
Pacitic Rallvoad.

UNITED STaTES——Hveavy floxds are reported
from Pennsylvania and Virginia, At Pittsbury
property 1o the amount of $300,000 was des-
troyedi—Driver, the Chicago wite murderer,
Bas been sentenced to be hanged on the tith
tast. It 15 said that fmportant testimony
on behalf of Stokes will be offered at his forth.
soming trinl: amoong other witnesses produced
will be a woman who picked up Fisk's pistol,
It is belleved that a bill providing for the
payment of the Fishery Claims will pass
through Congress before the adjournment,
Martial law haz been declared in some parts of
ArKansas,

UNITED KINGDOM.——The * Murillo™ has boen
aliowed to leave San Fernando, where she was
detained.~——Four thousand of the striking Welsh
miners have resumed work, The owners
of the « Murillo” have brought an action for
tihel against Lioyds, ciaiming $10,000 damages.
Emigration to Brazii is to be stopped
until the investigation into the sufferings of re-
vent emigranis has been conecluded. Twenty
miners have been Killed by an explosion in
Statfordshire, The Bishop of Clonfert and the
Rev. Mr. Quinn have been acquitted of the
charge of intimidating electiors at the Galway
eloctions, The estimated expenditures for
the army, for the nnaneial year of 1373 and
IS74, form » wtal of $64,157,000, which s n re-
duction of §2,040,530 from those of the current
yean The University Boat-Race is fixed
for the 24th inst.

FRANCE.—A rumour is afloat to the etlect
that France wiil attempt to compel Spain ta
i Cubai———1In the case of Prince Napoleoy
nst the ex-Minister Lefrane the court has
decared its incompeteney o try the ease, and
hus ordered the plaint? 1o pay his own costs,
The Committee of Thirty have adopted
an amendment proposed by M. Dufaure, which
provides that before its dissoiution tha Nutioaal
Assembly shallenactlaws organizing aud direct-
ing- transmission of legislative and executive

and also creating a second Chamber.

powers,
This decision has led to u compiete rupture be-

tween the Right and Lefi Centres, A
quarrel has broken out between the Legitimists
and Orleanists,

GERMANY.—IT {5 said that Prinee Bisinarck's
udlsposition is due to the number of polsonad
Jetlers hie 1s receiving, Both hie and his wife
wre sutfering from unacceoantable dizziness.
Measures are to be propused for reductng the
Nutional Debt, ’

SeaIN.—The Republic has been recognized by
France, Furtber Cuarlist defeats are an-
nouneed. A prociamation has been issued
oitering an amunesty to the Cariists  in the
Naorthern Provinees on the coudition of their
lnying down their arms in two weeks, The
army supports the Hepublic.——The Conser-
vatives bave decided not to oppose thie present
Government, but to press for the dissolution of
the Assembly and the couvoecatiou of o Con-
stittent Cortes,————The Bill for the aboliion
ol sluvery in Porto Rieo hue again been (uken
Ity consideration ———-The Governorship of
the forty-eight Provinees of Spuin are to be
divided equally among the Rudicals aud Ie-
publicans. The Secretaries of the Radieal G-
vernors are to be Republiciss, and those of the
{epubliiecan Governors Radical. tepubll-
can demonstrations buve been held at Saragossa
and Barcelona, It is stated o there s
ground for bellef that several leading Conserva-
tives  are intriguing for the renewal of the
Hobenzollern candidatnre for the Spanish
throne.

ITAaLy.—It has been decided to abollsh the
bead houses of religious orders at Rome, but to
provide an indemnity therefor.~e——Theo Cur-
nival at Rowe was i suecess this year.

BWITZERLAND. —Mar., Mermlilod
expelled from Switzerland,

Russin.—It is stuted that seven thousand
men- onty will form the expeditionary force to
Kbiva,

INDIA—Persian encrouchmanis o Beloochis-
tan have been restratned.

WeST INDIES,—The Dominican Revolutlon-

ary Generals have issued a proclamation agalnst
the cexsion of Saumauna Ray,
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CHAPTER XX .—(Continued.)

Julian's hand stole unobserved to hers, and
told her, in its momentary pressure, to count
on hix brotherly sympathy and help. All the
other persons in the room looked at her in
speechless surprise.  Grace rose from her
chair. Even the man in plain clothes started
to his feet. Lady Janet (hurriedly joining
Horace, and fully sharing his perplexity and
alarm,) took Mercy impulsively by the arm
and shook it, as if to rouse her to a ssnse of
what she was doing. Mercy held firm; Mercy
resolutely repeated what she had said : ¢ Sead
that man out of the house.”

Lady Janet lost all patience with her,
« What has came to you?” she asked stornly.
‘Do you know what you are saying? ‘T'he
man is hers in your interest as well as in
mine; the man is here to spare you, as well
as me, further aunoyance and iosult. Aund you
insist—insist, in my presence—on his being
sent away | What does it mean 7

“You shall koow what it means, Lady
Janet, in half an hour. T don't insist—I only
reiterate my entreaty. Let the man be sent
away!"

Julian stepped aside (with his aunt's eyes
angrily following him) and spoke tothe police
ofticer. ' Go back to the station,” he said,
ftand wait there till you hear from me.”

The meanly-vigilant eyes of the man in
plain clothes travelled side-long from Julian
to Merey, and valued her beauty as they had
valued the carpet and the chairs. % The old
story,” he thought. <¢¢The nice-looking
woman is always at the bottom of it; and,
sooner or later, the nice-looking woman has
her way.” He marched back across the room
to the discord of his own creaking boots;
bowed, with a villainous smile which put
the worst construction upon evervthing;
and vapished through the library door.

Lady Janet’s high breeding restrained her
from saying anything until the police officer
was out of hearing. Then, and not till then,
she appealed to Julian.

« ] presume you are in the secrct of this?”
she said. ‘¢ Isuppose you have some resson
for setting my authority at definnce in wmy
own house 7"

“ 1 have never yet failed te respect your
ladyship,” Julian answered. ** Before long
you will know that I am not failing in respect
towards vou now."” .

Lady Janet looked across the room.  Grace
was listening eagerly, conscious that events
had taken some mysterious turn in her favour
within the last minute.

“Is it part of your new arrangement of my
affairs,” her ladyship continued, ¢ that this
person is to remain in the house 7

The terror that had daunted Grace had not
1ost all hold of her yet. Ske left it to Julian
to reply. Before he could speak, Merey cross-
ed the room and whisperrd to her, ¢ Give e
time to confess it in writing, [ can’t own it
before them—with this round my neck.” She
pointed to the necklace, Grace vast a threat-
ening glance at her, and suddenty looked
away again in silenice,

Mercy answered Lady Janet's question, # ]
beg your ladyship to permit her to remain
until the half-hour ia over,” she said. ¢ My
request will have explaived itself by that
time."

Lady Janet raised no further obstacles,
Somcthing in Murcy's fave, or in Mercy's tone,
seemed to have silenced her, as it had silenved
Grace. Horace was the next who spoke, In
tones of suppressed rage and suspicion, he
addressed himself to Merey, standing frouting
him by Julian’s side,

“Am [ included,” he asked, #in the ar.
rangement which engages you to explain your
extraordinary conduct in half an hour?”

Ilis hand had placed his mother's wedding-
present round Mercy's neck. A sharp pang
wrung ber as she looked at Horace, and saw
how deeply she had already distressed and
offended him. The tears roee in her eyes;
she humbly and faintly answered him,

4 If you please,” wus all she could say, be-
fore the cruel swelling at her heart rose and
silenced her.

Horace's sense of injury refused to be sooth-
ed by such simple submizsion as this,

# 1 dislike mysterics and inuendoes,” he
went on harshily. “1In my family circle we
are accustomed to meet each other frankly,
Why am [ to wait half an hour for an ex-
planation which might be given now? What
am I to wait for "

Lady Janet recovered herself as Horace
spoke. : : :

] cntirely. agree with you,’ she said. 1
ask, too, what are we'to wait for 7’

Even Jalian's' self-posscssion  failed him
when his - aunt repoated that cruully plain

question,  How would. Moercy answor. it?
Would her cournge still hold out?

¢ You have ‘asked me what you are to wait
for,” she said to Horace, quietly and firmly,
@ Wait to hear something more of Mercy Mer-
rick.”

Lady Janaet listened with a look of weary
disguast, ‘

«Don't return to that /” she said. “ We
know enough about Merey Merrick alceady.”

# Pardon me—your ladyship does not know,
I am the only person who can inform you.”

“You?”

She bent her head respectfully.

4 I have begged you, Lady Janet, to give mo
half an hour,” she weaton. ¢ In halfan hour
I soleminly engayge wyselfl to produce Mercy
Merrick in this room. Lady Janet Roy, Mr.
Horace Holmcroft, you are to wait for that.”

Steadily pledging herself in those terms to
make her confession, she unclasped the pearls
from her neck, put them away in their case,
and placed it iu Horace's hand, ¢ Keop it,”
she said, with a momentary faltering i her
vaice, ¢ until we meet again.”

Horace took thecase in silence; he looked
and acted like a ;uan whose mind was paralysed
Ly surprise, His hand moved mechanieally.
His cyes followed Mercy with a vacant ques.
tioning look. Lady Janet seemed, in her
different way, to share the strange oppression
that had fallen on him. A vague sense of
dread und distress hung like a cloud over her
mind. At that memorable moment she felt
her agy, she looked her age, as she had never
felt it or looked it yot.

s Have [ your Indyship's leave,” said Merey,
respectiully, < to go to my room 7"

Lady Janet mutely graoted the request,
Mercy’s last look, before she went ont, was a
look at Grace. “ Are you satisfied now 7’ the
grey eyes seemed to say mournfully.  Grace
turned her head aside, with a quick petulant
action. Even ber narrow nature opened fora
moment uawillingly, and let pity in a little
way, in spite of ttself,

Merey's parting words recommended Grace
to Julian’s care :

# You will see that she isallowel a room to
wait in?  You will warn her yourself when
the halt-hour has expired 7"

Julian opened the library door for her,

© Well done!  Nobly done!” he whispered,
“All my sympathy iz with you—all my help
is yours."

Her eves looked at him, and thanked him,
through her gathering tears. His own cyes
were dimmed,  She passed quictly down the
room, and was lost to him before he had shut
the door again.

CCHAPTER XXT.
THE FOQTSTEN IN THE CORRIDOR.

Mercy was alone.

She bad szeared one huli-hour of retiremeut
in ber own room; designing to devote that
interval to the writing of hur confession in
the form of 8 Letter addressed to Juliau Gray,

No recent change in her pusition bad, as yet,
mitigated her horror of acknowhbadgiog o
Horace and to Lady Janet that she had won
her way to their hearts in disguise,  Throogh
Julian ouvly coulil she say the words which
wore to establish Griee Roseberry in her right
pusition iu the house,

How was her cunfession to be addressed to
him? In writing 7 or by word of mouth?

After all that had happened, from the time
when Lady Jenet's appesrance had interrup.
ted them, she wonld bave felt relief rather
than embarmsspent in personally  opening
her hrart to the man who bad go delizately
uaderstorl ber, who had @0 Sithiufly be-
friemdend boe i hev sorest nead. But the re-
prated betravals of Horaes's jealons suapicion
of Julian warned her that =he would only be
surrounding hersell with new difficultivs, and
be placing Juiian 10 a position of painfal em.
barrassment, if gbe wimitted him to a private
interview widie Horeee was in the house,

The ote course left to take was the conrase
that shi bad adopted, Determining to address
the unarrative of the fraud to Julian in the
form of w letter, she arranged to add, at the
vlose, certain instructions, poiating ool o
hiw the line of conduct which she wished him
to pursue.

These instrections contemplated the com-
munication of her letter to Lady Janet and o
Horace, in the lbrary, while Mercy—seli.
confessed as the missing woman whot she
hnd pledged herself to produce—awaited in
the adjoining roum whatever scntence it
pleased them to pronounce on her,  Heor re.
solution not to sereen herself behind Jalian
from any consequences which might follow
the confession, had taken root in her mind
frum the moment when Horace had barshily
usked her Sund when Lady Jauet had joined
him in asking) why she delayed her explan.
ation, and what she was keeping them wait.
ing for. . Out of the very paiu-which thoso
questions intlicted, the idea of waiting her
sentence in her own person, in one room, while
her letter to Julisn was speaking for her in
another, had sprung to life, ¢ Let them break
my heart if they like,” sho had thought to hur-
self in the self-wbasement of that bitter mo-
ment ; “it will be no mwore than [ bave. de-
served.” . : )

She locked her doar and openud her writing-

dosk. Knowing what sho had to do, she trieg
to collect herself to do it.

The effort was in valn,  Those persons why
study writing as an art are probably the only
persons who can mensure the vast distangy
which separates & conception as it existy fy,
the mind from the reduction of that conception
to form and shape in words. The heavy giragy
of agitation that had been Inid on Merey for
hours together, had utterly uafitted her gor
the delicate and difficult process of arrauging
the events of & narrative in their duesequence
and their due proportion townrds cach other
Again and again she tried to begin hor lotter
and again and again sho was bafiled by the
snme hopeless confusion of ideas,  She gave
up the atruggle in despair,

A sunse of sinking at her heart, o welght of
hysterieal oppression on her bousom, warned
her not to leave herself unoccupied, o Proy to
morbid  selfiinvestigation  aud imaginary
alarms,

She turned iostinetively, for a tewmporary
employment of some kind, to the cousider.
ation of her own future,  Iere there were g
intricacies or entanglements,  "The prospect
began and ended with her return to the Re.
fuge, if the Matron would recuive her. Sy,
did no injustice to Julian Gray ; that groat
heart would feel for her, that kind haml woyly
be held out to her, she knew  But whyg
would happoen if she thoughtlessly seeeptod
all that his sympathy might oer?  Seanday
would point to her besuty and to his youth,
and would place its own vile interpretatioy
on the purest friendship that ceuld exist b
tween them, Aund Ar would be the suifope,
for Ae Il a charcter—a clergyman’s chgr.
acter—to lose.  No' for his sake, out of g
titnde to Aim, the farewell to Mableth rpe
House must be also the facewell Lo Juling
Gray.

The precious minutes wuere passing.  She
resolved to write to the matron, and ask if
she might bope to be forgiven and employed
at the Refuge again, Occupation over the
letter that was easy to write might have its
fortifying ctfect on her mind, and might pave
the way for resuming the letter that was haed
to write. She waited o moweut at the window,
thinking of the past Jife to which she was
soon o return, before she took up the pey
again.

tier window looked enstward,  The dusky
glare of lighted London met bher as her ey
rested on the sky. It scemed to beckon her
back to the horres of the cruel streets—io
point her way mockingly to the bridges over
the black river-—to lure her to the top of the
parapet, and the dreadful leap into Gols
arms, orinto aunihilation—who knew wiieh -

She turned, shuddering, from the window
S Will it end in that way" she asked herssif
$9f the matron says No 7"

Shie begun her Jetter,

“ Dran Mapax.—3So long a time has pa
since you heand from me, that T almost shri
from writing to you. 1 am satfraid you have
aiready given me up in your owi mind asv «
hanl-heartad, nngrateful woman.

#1 have been leading « false life; ©lave
not been tit to write to you before to-day, Now,
when [ am doing what I can to atone to thuse
wham I have injured, now, when [ repent
with my whole heart, may 1 ask leave to .
turn to the fricud who has borae with meand
helped me through many miscrable yeurs?
Oh, madam, do not cast me o] 1 have no
one to turn to but you.

S Will you let ine own everything o you?
Will you forgive me when you koow what |
have dons?  Will you take me bk into thy
Refuze, if yon have any vinpioyment for e
by which I mway earn my shelter and my
bread.?

 Before the night comes I must feave the
house from which [ aw now wrnting, [ have
nowhere to go, The little money, the fow
valuable possessions [ have maust be eft b
hind me: they bave been obtained auder
false pretences | they are not mine. No mowe
forlorn  creature than I am lves at this
maoment.  You are a Christian woman,
fur my sake——for Christ's sake, pity ms an
take me back,

1 amagood nurse, as you know, aud 1 am
a quick worker with my needle.  In one way
or the other can you not find ovcupation fur
me ?

“ 1 could alan teach, in a very napretendiog
way. But thsatis useless: Who would trust
their children toa woman without a character?
There 18 no hope for me in this direction, And
yet [ am so foud of childrent [ thiuk I
could bs—not huppy again, perhaps, buat con-
tent with my lot, if I could be assoviated with
them in Bome way. Are there nat charitable
socictivs which are trying to help and protect
destitate children wandering about the streets?
I think of my own wrotched chilihood—sui
olt! I should so like to be vmployed in saviny
otber children from en‘ing as [ have ended.
I could work, for such an object ag that, from
worning to night, and never feel weary. Al
my heart-would be in it; and I should have
thisa ndvantage over happy nnd  prosperoud

B

W

. women-—1I should have nothing else to think

of, Burely, they might trust me with the poot
little sturving wanderera of the strecta—if you.
sald o word for me? If [ am asking too much,
pleass forgive me.  [-am ao wretchid, madau
—#o lonely and wo weary of my life.




