4 THE HARPR.

Tho hostcss stopped for .2 moment in
the full flow of heroccupation, and look-
ed at the interrogalor.” ™

«“\Why, then, Mlaihu- Donovan” said
she, “yon and yO\ll‘a ‘must have any place
in Lhc house yez want."”

sJemmy ! she called to a thick-set
man, “mind the customers here, till 1
go wid Misther Donovan down to the
]\lL(,hcn, it’s’ the quictest spouv in the
‘Arms’ to-night”

“Ah, thcn Mary Donovan,” said she
to the girl we have before noticed ; “bud
you re welkim. T wondher you wonld-
n’t spake.  In throth, achora, I'm giad
an’ I'm sorry to seeyou, for sake ov the
poor mother that's gone. Cum down to
the kitchen; I know you'd rather he
there than .1montr all the crowd wid
their noise and thelr talk, it’s mysell

. that’s sick of them.”

With those . words 'she brought. the
party, leading Mary by the hand homlf
down a passage W hich led b'\ck\\ ard 1o
the kitchen.

«Now, Misther Donovan,” said she, as
they entered that ap: u-LmenL “yen will
have no one to molest yez heve, and

enn settle whatever yez have to seltle.

in.pace an' qmetncse

“Beg your puardin, sir,” she continued
toa m'm who sat at thc fne with a hat
drawn over his eyes,  of a' shape now

~ known as a “Jerry,” but then totally un-

usual in that remote district; “heg your
pardin, sir,” bud tms yonng woman is
cowld,: and th' evenin’s shm-p, an’if its
])]d/lll to you to further over a little
more, {.here ll be 1'oom, an’' to spare, for
all parties.”

“Im obleeged to ye; that'll do, now,’
ghe contmueJ as the stranger 1).1511\)
drew hims'elf"morc toward the sideof
the hearth, 'where a huge fire of turf
blazed, sending outg welcome glow.

“Now Misther Donovan, w]nt’ll)ou
an' your friends take? ]’m (rom to geta
cup-of tay for mysclf an’ poor \['u-y ‘the

crathur, an’ you'll tal\c sumthm in the
m«metlme,

+#Qh; the- hard' - stuff ‘for us, \IlSSh
Kcorr]r said:one of the men: "

uln throth Phil Corkran,” she 1'cphed

“you ve bould enough to answer for yom-:

welfj Pl go bail; but *it's: - Misther
»Donovfm I'm askin’.an! no you

bestin my house he'll have* at his'com-|.
‘Thand; for he's'a’ ’dacent man and w 15" ‘al
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mile of the little’ town.

'holdmfr next the mountain,
| ternation’ of eventy pccuh'u- to the hig-
‘tory ‘of I reland "alone amid- Fmopo.m
nations, he, the'rightful heir of the soil,.

: 111'1((1 found. hlmself the ten Lof’1L at yllc '
e | 1 U 2 . : .

comfortable man too.” !

“Ihat’s as much, Missis Kcogh,” ro--
plied the man addrossed as Phil Cork--
ran, “as to sny T'm_a comfortable man,
bt not a dacent man. TWell, it all

right. av coorse, but Misthor Donovan is-
to thraet me now whether you 1N do ik
or not.”

“iive us some spivits, Missis Keogh,”
said Donovan, glancing (loplcc-ltnurly'
at the kindly hoxle“ @l Christma
ove, matam an’ we're all” good enough
acenrding o our waken' xlg, if we only
remimber the biessin® that Tell upon the

earth many hunder years ago, o {zche
us humility.”  Phil'is 2 bit s .sh.np but
there's worse nor him.”

Sld's frood to hear you, Misther Don-
ovan, sayin’ that,” she 1ns\\clul ity
Christian-like to the man who dhm\'
your little stock to this day's fair, {or
your Novimber rint; but 'm not hound
1o think the better wv him fur all that.
Natty!” said she to the little boy, ¢ go
up to your hthcr an’ | bring down Pt
bottle av spirits an’- some Ll) Hurry,.
like & good child.”

\"ltLy soon returned with the required
articles, and - while ‘the good ‘woman of”
the l\llsh e Arms busies hersell'in gett-
ing teady the ‘ter for her guest; “and
while the men are mllun«rthen' setble-
ment, we. will take o retr o:,pu‘t of"the
eventswhich gathered thoso individuals
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in the l\xtchcn of the humble hostel of”

the valley village.

Seven years before the Chx istmas-eve
to which’ we refer there was no more
comfortable farmer than Ulick Donov n
in all' the district within fen milos
of Kilshane. ' He held a (_ouplg of hun-
dred acres of land the best in the neigh-
boiirhood, and it laid within a short half-
Iis kith nnd
kin‘had dwelt for many o hundred y c.u;‘;
before him'in the pleasant farm-house,
whose white-washed walls glewmed "

short way up the slopé of onc of the-

hills “which .snnonn(lcd the- valley, and
which was built at the extremity of his
By that al-




