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NOTES FROM FORMOBA.

B difor BAITIFT AMERICAN PHESBITERIAN,

My DEaR SiR,~~8ince I wrote you on
{ha 4th of last November, many things
pave happened about which I might have
sritten you, but leisure and inclination for
Jstter writing seldom come fogether, When
you are over hoead and ears in work you
{oel an almeoat unocoantrollable desire to sit

} Jov 1 and writo to your friends, and when
B, leisure hour comes you would rather do
soything else than write letters. Strange
. phenomenon, fswt it? At last in sheer
desperation, fpelled by a sense of duty,
or a feeling of shame, you sit down, saying,
uNow I must write this very day,” and the
probability {s that your attompt will be a
falure, for to enmpel oueself to write &
good letter i4 just about as easy as to com-
pel oneself to look perfectly at ease” on
command of the photographer. However,
if [ am going to write I must be at it, for
B 1o steamer which only comes once in three
¥ or four weeks loaves this evening, and its
ow well on in the afterncon, aud I sup-
pose this best thing I can do is to begin
where T left off Iast November,

On the 9th of November, Mr, MacKay
with all the helpers, left for a visit to the
&ifferent miasion stations in the centre
sad south of the Isiand, and to attend
s+ missionary conference of all the mis-
donaries, helpers, elders and deacons
iu the Island, to be held at the ecapital
gty in the end of December. The
ohjests to Lo gained by this trip were
many snd obvious. The helpers would see
the progress mads all through the Island
and thus be themsslves more ostablished,
besides they would have the opporinnity of
lsarning much either by the suovess of their
brethren in other placss or by their mis.
{skes and failures, for there are two ways
of profiling by the experience of others,
Idou't know whether Me. MoKay his sent
au account of the trip and the conference to
tha friands of our work in Canada yet or
sot. If motI hope he will, for it oannot
fiil to be interesting. I didn't go as our
houses were not quite finished, and it was
sbiolutely necessary that I should be here
to see that the work was properly done.
Nexi year the same eounference is to meet
here when all the brethren from the south
will spend & fow days with ae. I believe
the sessions of conference were very in-

B leresting  and profitable, The questions
under consideration were such as these:
What can be done to seoure the prosperity
of mission work ? On what conditions
thould persons be baptized? What should
be dons for the young in order to secure
their attachment to the Master and their
devotion to his cxuse? Aud many others
directly and indirectly. ** In the multitude
of couusellors thare is wisdom,"” snd I am,
sure such confersnoces, if properly conduct.
¢d, are greatly profitable.

Bofore Mr. MacKay aund the helpers had
been long gono, wome of the enemies of the

work ciroulated the report that he had gone |
toEugland aud taken all the helpers with

birz, others that Mr. MacKay himsolf had
diedand that the helpers had dispersed. The
tonsequence was that the heathen annoyed
the worshippers a good deal. Many were
foully reviled, which is no unusual thing;

sows wers beaten and robbed, and in one .
place they even wout 8o far as to set fire o -

the back of one of our chapels in the middie
of the night, Fortunately the fire was put
out before much damage was done, but the
intent was manifest though not accomplish-
¢d. During these fow weeks a8 often as I
could be spared uway from the hospital
aud the houses, 1 went here and there to

people to stand {ast in the faith, knowing
at the promise is, *to him that over-

During those days I got some
inthe Inngnage listening to xaany things
M never heard before, and being com-
,ﬁu«i a8 it were, to speak to the people.
thers iano way to learn to speak a language
&0 oing among the peopis and spesking
o the work went on.

; The houses were fnished and wo meved
ato oure in the Iast week of the old year.
tyon have ever superintended the bni(ding
oi‘ liouss you will know how to rejoloe
Withusthat ot Jast we are through with
a ‘atimt of work, and oan now give more
- vided attention to the hospital and the
dy of the langusge. You musm't think
the time spant in looking after the |
:’an of thess iwo houses, oc the monoy !
H*Pudod. are thrown away. If we ate to
long aud work hard, both of which |

"G'kl;m
B Y0 siould hope to do, we muet have d
mﬂ. snd good houses eamnot be built ;
without muoh trothle and expense, '
ih;wb by the forsigner, out of whom
abject of the Cbinese ssems to be to t

“i. much silver ss possible, snd give
s i return as lile work'snd as mush !

uble as they enss. Some of the advant.

489 of our nsw houses will be that in our
whish i» most -

\ ralny sasooh We
S7ing % eooler than _where |
. We'll_have the full |

¢ that atirs be- !

ous station ans another encouraging the |

about a mile away; and besidea wo'll be
comparatively free from malaria, whioh is
what the foroigner has most to fear. With
all these advantages, oven I look forward
to the summer on the childron'’s account
with some apprelieacion, ‘The long-con-
tinned heat i1 very trying on the little
ones, Theslightest exartion puts them in
torture with prickly-heat, the nights are
hot and their sleep restless, their appetites
disappear and thoy have almost to be
compelled to eat.” In this way their
strangth wears down, and if they should
take siok the prospect of a recovery would
not be very promising, Thoy are as well
now, though, as [ ever saw them, haviog
improved greatly during the last four
months oold weather, and will oz this ao-
oount be move likely to get safely through
the summer,

The hospital work is being catried on as
usnal, By the same mail «s this I gend
you areport of the hospital for last year,
from which you will be able to see what
has been dona.” The report was made very
brief, because ghort regorts are less likely
to be consigned unread to the waste-paper
basket than long ones, so that you need
not look for interesting detaila. ‘There are,
however, often very interesting oases.
Tor example, one day last week a man
carried in u little girl, whose pale thin face
told at once that she was suffering, She
looked atms with a minfled expression of
wonder, hope and fear. 1 was perhaps the
first Western man she ever saw. ‘The man
who brought her was her future father.in.
law—Dby & ourious eustom very prevalent
here of adopting hittle girls into the family
where theroare sons, that when they grow
up they may marry them. Thess little
girls are called by a name which means
little-duughiter-in-law, and are sometimes
well treated, but often quite the reverse.
I asked her what ailed her and was told
lier foot were sore. You kuow 3Ihat the
girls’ foot ave bandaged from the time they
are five or six years old, so that the wo.
men’s feet are not much more than three
or four inches long. I had her feet un.
bandaged and what s sight and amell!
They had been bound too tightly. From
ons foot two of the toes—the great one and
the one next it~—had dropped off, and the
others were in dunger of sharing the same
fate. The other foot was so mortified that
the next day I had to amputate it half way
between the toes and iustep, Under com.
mon sense treatment the little thing is
fapidly recovering aud becoming quite
rosy and merry. Her fature motherin.
Iaw came to ses her yesterday, and was
much veysd aud disappointed tuat her foot
had beex oab off, add would hardly bolieve
that [ couldn't make it grow outl again.
The ignorance of most of the Chinese is
pitiable, and what is evan more pitiable is
that they don’t know it.

Now I muet stop, We are all well and
workiog away for our blessed Lord and
Maater, Mr, MacKay is much away in the
ocountry at the different chapels instructing
and establishiog the converts, preaching the
Gospel to the heathen, and training nioro
helpers. His aim, and itis & noble and
wise one, is to have a trained native helper
for each new ohapel that is opened. Our
prayer is that another may soon bLe sent
to help us. Who will come?

Yours very sincorely, J.B. FRASER.

Tamsui, 10th March, 1876,
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| FRENOH EVANGELIZATION.

BY REV, R, CAMPBELL, .A.y MONTREAL,

No. IL
Until such time as there be s general

movement of the Roman Catholic clergy of
the Province of Quebec towards the simple
faith of the gospel, a resu]: not to be
despaired of, but to be prayed and labour-
ed for. we must go on making use of those
agents that are meanwhile at our dispoesl,
If we cannot count upon veformed priests
in any considerable number at onoce, the
next best thing is to raise up a band of
native French missionaries, trained under
the eye of the chureh. Those, *to the
manor born,” acquainted with the habits
and peculiarities of the French Canadians,
will be more likely to obtain a hold upon
their sympathies and win their favour,

|
i
|

tometh will I grant to sit with me in my j than Earopean wmistionaries, whom they

throne, even as I also overoame and am set : have been tau, ir pri i

A M ght by their priests to dis-
owo with my Father on His throne.” ',y ang ,icozate under the name, Les
fine lessous : .

1 . Suisses.

!

Missionary undertakings among the
Habitans, to be entirely successful, muat
be earried on by their own fellow .country-
men. It was with this in view that a
French department was instituted in the
Presbyterian College, Montreal, which has
snswered its end admirably, training s
large body of French Oanadian young men
for mission work, thers being not fewer
than seventeen at present in course of pre-
paration for the ministry. This year, no
salaried Professor having been employed,
the exponse of the Freuch patt of the edun.
“onsion of these young men has been only a
trifle; but it is proposed, with the conseut
of the authorities, to install Mr. Doudiet,
who bas lestured iu French with great
acceptance daring the winter, as Professor
before next setsion. No better appoint-
ment could be made, as Mr. Doudiet is &
gentlémaa of proved ability, and his leo.
tures cannot but have a greatly stimulat.

ing effsct upon: the minda of his studenta,
Meauwhile .o ia to devate his great
snargies to the premotion of the wurk of
Frouch Evavgelizatisnia general. Ia the

who had the largest experience in this

wotk, and wisely adoptod a$ once by the
Assembly, as the sucooss of 1ts operations
since have abundantly shown, provision is
made for tho education of Fronch minis-
tors na a fivst oharge upon the funda raised
for KFrenoh Fvangelization. T beliove a
similar olauss existed in the plan of opera.
tions formerly in force in the Canade Pres-
byterian Church  In any oase, the expen-
diture fox this oi aet will form but a small
part of the outlay of the Board; and it
recognizes the principle contended for by
Dr. Chalmers, when lie left tho pasturate
of a large congregation to accept the pro-
feasorship in a small college~—that he who
makes salt fulfills a more important office
than he who only soatters it. The stu-
denis are able to maintain thomselves
while at college by what they oarn as mis.
sionaries during the smmmer, with such
oocasional fees for preaching a« may fall
jn their way in the courss of the winter.
These Freuch students, of course, attend
the lectures in Eng “3h as well, thus quali-
fying themselves .or taking part in the
business of a chureh which is mainly com-
posed of Bnglish speaking ministers and
members. It is important too, as a matter
of eduoation, that they ehould be indoc-
trinated in English modes of thought.
But above all, it will be of immense prac-
tieal value to the chureh in this Provines
to liave ministers able to preach in both
Loglsh and French. There are many
small villages and settlements in which
there is 8 nuclens of Iinglish speaking
Protestants, who, however, are too few to
form anything like self-sugaining congro-
gations, or to furnish sufficient employment
to active pastors, But if ministers were
able to attend to French work as well,
there would be some prospect of maintain-
ing ordinances creditably, without burden-
jng unnecessarily the Assembly's Homo
Mission Fund, Aud then the exodus of
Protestants, which is constantly going on,
wounld cense. Owing to the absence of edu-
oational and religious privileges from there
small Protestant communities, the English
speaking inhabitants, though otherwise
well axtisfied with their oircamstances, are
geadually removing either to Montreal or
$o Oatario. And it is well kuown that the
priests encourage such smigration. In
their anxiety to make the province more
purely Romish than it is at present, they
urge persons of their own creed to pur-
chase every property offered for sale by
Protestants, aud facilitate such transac-
tions by farnishing out of the vast resources
under the command of the church the
neceasary capital at a low rate of intevest.
Supplying weligions and@sduoational ad-
vantages to our own peupie in such setiles
ments would check this procers of Roman-
jzing, and would strengshen Protestantism
whioh is already too weak.

S
A Word from an 0ld Mimster.

Editor BRITISE AMERICAN PRESBYTERIAN,

Dear Sir,—The late session of Synod
in your city, was of more than average
interest in several respects. It was presid-
od over by a first-rate ohairman or moder-
ator, Professor MacKerras possesses the
requisites for condusting the business of
nn ecclosinstical court, THis bearing is
bland, gentlewmanly and firm; his raling
promp$ and unobjectionable, owing to his

f amiliavity with church law. Henoe busi-
ness proceeded smoothly and pleasantly
under his guidance. All in all it waz a
mndal Synod. But that which gave un-
usual interest to the ;irooeedings, waas the
unfortunate and painfu MacDonnell ease.
The previous action of the Presbytery of
Toronto in the matter, appeared to be all
that could be wished as regards kindliness
and fidelity. After careful attention to
Mr. MacDonnell's statements, it does seemn
to me that he has mis.presented his
“attitude” or state of mind anent the
faturs punishment of the wicked, by using
the term kope instead of wish. Hope
presupposes some foundation on which to
build, But Mr. MacDonnell virtnally aays
that he does not find in Seripture a founda-
tion on which he can advise othera
build, or that he himeelf can build, a hope
that tho punishment of the wicked shall
terminate and cease. DBut that he should
wish that this conld be, is neither matter
for wonder nor for blame. What thought-
ful person is a stranger to such a wish?
Often, often, bas the writer wished, if com-
patile with God's perfections and pur-
poses, that sin and sutfering might have an
end, But for long years he has felt fully
convinoed that God’s Word affords not the
slightest foothold for such a hope. But,
notwithstanding, the wish is still recurrent,
though in entire subjection to God's infin-
ite w?sdom and justice and sovereisniiy.
Should Mr. MacDonnell chance to read
this note it may induce him to review his
montal “attitade " on the awfully solexn
subjeot ; and there is ground to hope that
the term wish and not Lope describes that
s aititude ¥ or state of mind. If so he wili,
no doubt, frankly avow it, and thus termin
ate proceedings exczedingly painful to al!
concerned, which, if prolonged, may result
in dissstrous blight to his otherwito ex-
ocsedingly msgicioue ministry. That his
diffculties will vanish on further devout
and critical esamination of inspired dicta
on the aubject thero ean hardly be a doubt.
Many of God's dear people have had difii.
culties akiu to his, who have escaped frowm
them by a earsful and prayerful examina.
tion of God’s Waord. The wriler Las not
the pleasuro of onal acquaintance with
Mr. MacDoeunell, but from all he has loarn-
od of him, he believas him to be truly
sesking to know tle mind of the Lord,
and that he can tay in the words of his dear
Redeemer, % Not as T will {or wish) but a8
Thou wilt.” Ax QLo MonisTen

8% AL vy, 1870,

Falitor BRtrrar AMER: AN Prisi PERIAN.

Drak Sir,—In the last nmnber of the
Diesbyt -vian Record Ature appeared a
short poem or sounet entitled, “ Daration
of I'uture Pumshment.” In theso linesthore
are expressod eentiments not exactly in
accordance with the cowwoniy received
doctrines embodied in the Confession of
Faith,

1 wag romowhut swprised to find such
viows brought ont in the reading matter
of a periodical otherwiss so orthodox aund
well conducted as the Presbyterian Re-
eord.  Aftor rending the lines, it struck me
that av cffcetual answer wonld be a parody
upon its own rtatements—this has been
done by simply chauoging three lines and
plncmg it thus altered under another head-
ing,

If the sentiments advanced in the ori-
ginal lines concerning overiasting punish-
mont are sound and Soriptural, then they
are equally sound and Seripturalas brought
out in the parody concerning the dootrine
of everlasting happinese, The reader,
however, can compare the two and judge
for himself,

I.- “"LUBATION O FUTURE PUNISHMENT.”

“We are God's creatures kuowling rightfrom wrong,

We shal! be judged according to our deeds,
Aud whoen reward or punishsient proceeds

Who but the Judge can make thiom shors or long.

If some gool henrted men with language stroug,

Refuso the dogima of oternal woe;

Baying that God will nover trea. meun so.

Let us not flout them with unsvaring tongue,

While thoy r1ecoivo the Bible as thelr guido,

And@old its loading doctrines as do we;

Jiot ua go on as Christians, side by sile,

Iu hope of blissful immortality,

And leavo the duy of judgment to declde

What tho destruction of the bed shall be.”
IL—DURATION OF FUTURE HAPPINESS.

Wo are God’s crentures kuowing right from wroung,

e shall be Judged according to our deeds ;
And when reward oxr punishment procoeds,

Who buat the Judge can make them short or long.

It some good hoarted mett with language strong,
Refuse the dogma of an endless heaven,

Saying that boon to men shall ne’er be glven.

Lot us not flout them with unsparing tongue,
\While they recofve tho Bible as their guide,
And hold its leading doctrines as do weo;

Lot us go on ns Christians side by side,

In hope of blisstul immortality,

Atid leave the day of judgment to decide

What the salvation of the good shall be.

ONE WHo BELIEVES THAT THE DoGMA OF
EvERLASTING PUNISHMENT 18 A Likap.
iXG¢ DocTRINE OF THE BIDLE, AND TO
waodt THE ConFESsIoN OF FaiTit 18 No

S FETTER."

Was it an Oversight ?

Editor BriTisH AMERICAN PRESBYTELIAN.

Str,—I observe in the report of the com-
tnittee appointed to mature measure for
the next General Assembly »a series of

questions drawn up to be put to office
bearers at their ordination or induction
These ave :

I. Questions to be put to ministers at

their ordination or induction.

II. Questions to b3 put.to candidates for

liconge to preach the gospel.

111, Questions to eldets at their ordina-

tion or induection.

IV. Questions to be put to deacons on

entering into office.

Bat no questions are drawn up to be put
to Professors at their induction to chairs in
our Theological Halls; and no reference
whatever is niade to them in this connec-
If it be important that ministera,
candidates for license to preach the gos gl,
in
fhe faith, is it not equally important that
our theological professors be orthodox ? It
cannot for a moment be doubted that there
is equal necessity that those who are being
educated to preach the gospel should be
taught by men who are gound in the faith,
s there is that the people should be in-
struoted by ministers who are sound in the
The Professors who teach in our
Theological Halls should be men whose
sympathies and views of divine truth are
in perfact harmony with the standards of

tion.

and elders, and deacons be men soun

faith,

our church. Buperior talents cannot com-

peneate for a defect here.  Thouch a min-
ister give lus assent to the propared formula
oes not preclude
the necessity for a renewed declaration of
his adherence to the standards of the

when ordained, yet this

ohurch, should he afterwards be appointed

to a theological chair. The Dlest of men
are fallible, and their opinions may change.

It comes within the sphere of the writer's

own knowledge of & minister who gave his
assent to the formula when ordained and

inducted into the pastoral office, but who

aftorwards, when appointed to & Theolo-
gical Professorship, refused to arsent to

the same formula, who, notwithstanding,
was inducted to the professorial chair.
The chuarch cannot too earefully guard the
purity of her Theological Halls. How can
pure streams flow from an impure foun
tain 2 If the spring be tainted so must be
the streams whioh issue from it. As the
training of the rising minisiry is of the
Lighest importance to the purity and pros.
perity of the chureh, so those entrusted
with this important work should be men
distinguished for piety and soundness in
the faith, as well a8 learning and ability.
Tn those days of error and losssnessin doc-
trine the church whiolhr sapports them

shonld insist on the strongest guarantees

which the natare ot the oass admits of,
that they be men in perfect sympathy
with her standards, whic
bo the trnth of the Divine Word,

tend to this important matter.
PrEspUTEROS.

A
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Tas Lingueist states that as many ss
sisven nuilions of Hindus now epeak and

write Eug bah.

she believes to
It is to
be hoped that the committee will yet at-

The second meotmg of the Woman's
Foreign Missionary Socivty of Lingsion,
in connection witirthe Presbyterian Charch
in Canada, was held on the 2nd of May.
Anuong other missionary intelligence road
was the following i zesting letier frow
Pandet poor, kindly furnirhed by Mrs, P.
D. Browne, Secretary of the Woman's
Fureign Missionary Society of Muntreal.
It was written to a lady at Montreal, and
is dated Jan. 27, 1876, 1t gives a graphic
account of tho debasing idolatries still hold-
ing sway in soma of the dark regions of the
earth, Lot us bo glad that tho light has
at fast began to lighten the darkness.

“ Every orthodox Hindoo regards Pun.
derpoor with special veneration. No
other place in Western India is so renown-
od, and its stone god, Vittoba, is regarded
by many as the Almighty Himself. The
city contains 17,000 inhabitants, and is
situatod on the banks of a large river, Its
very favourable position in regard to this

river, and the skilful and persistent efforts
of the priests of the temple, have been the
chief causes of Vittoba's renown. Twice a
yeur, at the two great festivals, from fifty
to & hundred thousand pilgrims assemble
here and remain two or three days. De-
sides these, there are not less than ton
thourand people who make a pllgrimage to
Punderpoor every mouth, and some of
these come a distance of filty miles on foot.
Besides these there are many coming and
going every day. I went to the temple
last evening, and though it was an ordin-
ary occasion, the pilgrims were literally:
throunging the door of the room where the
stone God stands. Eight or ten profes-
sional singers, with inetruments of music,
were singing in very attraclive straing the
praises of Vittoba ; and men, woinen, and
children were hurrying to aud fro iu their
various aots of worshxF. This was but a
specimen of every day life at the temple,
and one can well imagine the inteuse ex.
citement whioh reigns in the oity when a
hundred thoueand dpilgrims meet here, and
their devotions and superstitions are quick-
ened by all that music and gorgeous cere-
mony and deamatio display can add to the
festival,

The city iteelf is steeped in iallatry.
The main temple ocontains not on
Vittoba, but soores of other idols, and aﬁ
over the eity there are hundreds of smaller
temples with their various gods. One
needs to see such a place as this to under.
stand what a hold idolatry has on ths
people.

I saw ti-day, not an unusual sight, &
mau running toward the temdple measuring
his length upon the ground. Lying flat
upon the ground, with a short stick in his
right hand, he reached forward nnd made
s mark; then, rising, he went forward to
the mark and prostrated himself again.
He had come thus 150 miles. Such things
are not uncommon, I have often seen
feeble old men and women making a
shorter journey to some temple in the
same way. The journey is generally tn.
dertaken to insure some good, or in fulfil
ment of a vow made 1n time of sickness or
danger,

A ludicrous incident oceurred at this
temple several years ago. Sowe priesta of
a temple south of this were jealous of the
popularity of this temple, and determined
to have their revenge. So cowing here,
and taking in their hands large stones,
they hurled themselves at Vittoba, The
idol was somewhat broken and began to
fall, but the worshippers of Vittoba cams
to the rescue, and propped up the idol,
and gave theiconoclasts a severe beating.
We had hoped that the incident wonld
lead some to see the impotence of their
favourite God, but the matter was soon
hushed up. The common Hindoo thought
it & good joke, and to this day laugh at it
when it is mentioned, but keep right on
with their unmeauning worship, We have
found, as might be expected, very Jjitle
i encouragement 1 the neighboorhood of
| this oity.

Near thoe close of last year I was io #
“region 100 mailes northeast cf this, and
{ found a very different state of things. »
genutne interest is developing there. Twe
years previous five persons were baptizid
last year three more were also added tc
the number, and at this visit fourteen
more confessed Christ, and with these
additions a chiurch was organized, and a
deacon who would act as a hind of pastor
was ordained, This deacon—his nawme is
Mesota—is developing a wonderful Jhris-
tian character. TFour years ago he
was a heathen, and a ve bad
one at that. Now he id a gentle, rc{xeerful,
earnest Christian, and to & great eslent,
through his influenee, the good work is
spreading in that region, I aliuded once
to the perseoutions he had suffered, and he
replied, with a awmile, “I don’t mind it,
I haves home up there,” pointing above.
And then he added, * when thinking of
these things, I sometimes feel like leaping
for joy.,” Present indications had us tc
hope that there will be several churches in
that region within & few years, for the in-
terest is spreading rapidly.

I had intended to send & trained teacher
to open & school at Mespta's village, but
the present atate of our finauces prevents
thie, and the earnest efforts of ths people
to study and to teach one another, will in
some measure supply the lack. It is
peedless to may that I have been greatly
cheered ia watching and in some measure
aiding the development of this new interest:
and as oue after another has come forward
and boldly confessed Christ, it has seem-
ed to me that recent fruit gathered, would
be an ample reward for my eighteen years
of missionary labeour, cven had there bavu
4O other rosults.
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