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have no existence. ‘In Christ the covenant | we naturally pass to nolice that fuwad
of peculiarity, raising a barrier of separa- | pervading Aermony which the descnphou
.tion between Jew and Gentile, kas been | before us may be held to import, aud «of
done away : national and other adventitious which unit, is the appropriate cexponent,
distinctions, to which-so much importance The divisions which to so great an extent
is often attached by.maukind, are of no, exist among the people of ‘God on the
accouat. .By His Cross he has opened up '(,arth, cre 1cferrible teo «conllicting views
3 way of free access to heaven for the in- ' and seutiments, the.maligoant working of
habitants of all lands—fur men of every | prejudice and ,passion, and the jnsufficient
class and .condition; and he makes the influence of Cliistian -love. But among
aftraction of his Cross effectiv e]y felt b) all | the peql;b of God above, i ignorauce or error
to draw them t.hxt.her., and the \nuous'will not cloud.the underslanding; no e}l
-origin of the general assembly of the re- | affection will hold jossession of the heart;
-deemed will eventually Lear signal testi- ‘ but Jove will have the undivided and un.
-mony to the unlimited character of his controlled supremacy. Then they shall
ability and his willingness to save. se¢ eye to eye, and every bosom will beat
So great-in number—and so various in | jn unison—the unison of holy love,
origin—the next point we have to notice] The celestial company, in its final com-
in regard to the celestial company is ¢s| pletion, will be the resilt 6f a gradual pro-
amily. In all its vastness and diversity it | coss, which is now as it hes for ages, even
is nevertheless one; subsisting in a unity from the beginning, been going on; and
such as may be affirmed of members-of the | which will ‘»e contmaed till tine shall be
same family, who, long and far dissevered, | no more. It is constantly enlarging, that
thave at last heen all collected in their bLright company, by ever new additions,
fathers house, their common home.  Con- Every releemed soul which passes away
templated under this aspect, how striking, frum the earth .contributes to swell its
js the contrast between the redeemed injiastness. .And thus friends who once
heaven and the redeemed on the earth! walked with us in this vale of weeping,and
Here the peaple of God—so far fron: ¢x-\ who in dying fel} asleep.in Jesus, went in
qibiting a visible unity expressive of those | death, to them truly great gnin, to that
Indden spiritaal relations in-virtuc of \\hxch, sainted socicty,  Not even for a moment.
howsoever outwardly divided, they are in’ is the Leliever in dying separated from the
reality one—are broken up into innumer- |fdlox\shtp of God’s people death but
able distinct societies. Thera is Lut one! transfers hity fram the divine family on
great Shepherd of the sheep, but there are| carth to the divine faaily in leaven. And
many folis. Whether it will ever be the period is drawing nigh when that
wholly otherwise below, we may not ven- | divine family above slm]l have received its
ture to predict. Bat, if never on earth, at | last destiued accession; and then the mys-
least in heaven, the prayer of Christ for tery of God will be finished, and the pra-
the membersof His chucl, «that they all | <ont order of things having fully answered
may he one, even as thou I .ztlu,l art in e, | {ts fntended purpose, will be brought to 8
and I in thee, that they also may be one | close.
Jn us,” will be fully answered; and asthere ' Meanw hile, as the people of God through
is but one Shepherd, so there will he but! fith in his Son, and destined to be yet
one sheepfold. included in that celestial company of which
From the unity of the celestial company 2 we h'm, been speaking, let us habiwually




