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that miatter, iinjected himseif with five turnes the amount without experi,

enc.ing any inconvenience.
In the great majority 0f instances the injection gives rise to no di,

cýomfort whatever. Oecasionally, after the first injection, does the p&tieru

complain of slight tremors, the sensation of electrie shocks, of weaknef

in tiie legs, reteaues or palpitation lasting at most a few Minutes. Th

symiiptonis, sucli as tiiey are, are in ail probability due to the adrenalin,

and are, if anythixxg, attenuated by the. pitultary extract.

Speùking generally, it may be undesirable to emploY this treatiner

in cases in which, for any reason, hypertensor druga are cýontrak-inidiL-ate

At the saine time this la a theoretical objection whieh is open to the. crit

1 ,ami that, in the. dose wc recommend, administered hypoderniieally, m

have neyer remarked an>' tendene>' to heightening of the blood pressulr

So mueli for the clinîcail aspect; it reinains for us to explain tl

action phyalologically, and tbis is no easy matter. Suppose we admîit ti

general opinion that an attack of asthma is due to spasinodic eontraetiç

of the unatriped bronchial muscle fibres. Adrenaline aud pituitar>' tý

tract have, « i general, fixe effect of causing te contraction of u1nstripq

mnusec fibrr, so thet a priori one would expect their action to do nIo

harmi than good. Cliicaill, however, the contrar>' is the case, so) tL

we are driven to te conclusion either that the bronchial umstriped mluse

fibres have a physiology differing front unstriped muscle fibres iu generi

or e. that the spsmn theor>' of aathrna is to b. discarded.

If we were led Vo the second conclusion we should have to ak ou

selves whetiier, iu an attaek o! asthmE', a certain engorgement o! the p't

mouar>' circulation does nlot conte into play. In stick case, to xl
the. favorable effeet o! pituitar>' extract, we miglit invoke the. fact, es_
lished by 'Wiggers, and also b>' one of us, that under the. Influnue

pituitar>' extract the pressure la lowered in the pulmouary artery a,
raiaed in the. carotid. But as this la essentiailly a practical article, it

uneesr to carry this theoretical discussion tarther. It will ui,5
establish the. unquestionable efflese>' of thia combination of deu

and pitultar>' extraet ln the treatmnut o! the attack of aathina.

VITAL STATISTIOS OIF LONDON.

Loudon's dea.th rate increased iieavily during the. past year, pr-,

eipally becausc of the. Spanisi influenza epidemic, which was respol

for the demnise o! nearly 300 eltizena. During th year ther. wereJ,

births, 545 marriages and 1,195 deatha, as againat 1,143 births, 46: l
riagesand S67 deaths in19 17. During Deeember 27 diedof if-E
the. 81 deaths reeorded being exceeded b>' oui>' two births. Inlura

1917, there were 105 births against 58 deaths.


