
11ALL: 3?UER1>ERAI, INSANITY.

portion of the patient's body to a temperature of froin 280~'F. to 320'F.
This bring(s about miarked constitutional changres whcîmean better local
resuits. 1 found decidely less relief from local treatinent alone. Th e
treatmients mnust fo1lowv one another at short intervals at first, as patients
relapse if any lecgth. of Lime supervenes. The resuits are often not
apparent for some tiine after treatmeiit.

PUERPERAL INSANITY.

i~1.'lo% Oi flriti GuII. Soekltv. vietoria. B.C.

M RS. X., atged 39, of low grade of intelligence, farnily history suggestive
of miental deficiency, ier.tw'o brothers beingr considered somiewhiat
tg çreen." Shie was the mother of two chulcireni, laý-t confinement

attended by inidwife anid very tedious. Somie days after at medical mîan
-,as called and ordercd a creolin douche, which. gave lier great p)ai-n.
Each douche was followed by frorn one to thre hours of wild delirium.
She would leave the house, whien not carefully N'vatchied, and -%wa1ndtr
towards the citv. This condition coutiinued, withi slighit interruption, for
thrce -weeks, whýen 1 was callfed to sec lier. The patienit -%vas apa-thetie.
careless as Lo doinestie duties, yet apparenLly devoted to lier child.

Examination showed no abnormality, save the iteris Sli'ghtly sub-
iiivolutcd ; puilse, teinperature and uirine normal. The treatment wvas
free catharýsis anîd bot douches; wihrwbaby from the breast aud galve
toics -%ith pl.enty of food, frequently admiinistered. Patienit wma better
for a fewv days, when shie. relapsed iiito a seinieilaneholic condition andi
complained of intense headache. Fearingç that there inight bc some
abuoi-mality of the eiidomietriuiii, I curetted, finding, a piece of- placenta
nio larger than a bean. lier rccovery wvas coinplcte and she lias continwed
ini excellenit mientaxl and phiysical hicalth ever since.

-iiim aware, that, to the superficial reader, there is nothing, starbling
lui this brief history of a not very ex--tr-aorinary case, only a1 Inil cýase of
puerperal inisanity, in a p)atient Nvith. a decidcd predisposition, mlential and
physical health followingr upon a simple curetving. ]. (Io not advance the
opinion that the operation -was the nîcans by w~hic1i the in.ýanity was-
relieved, or that the coînbined Lreaiýnient wvas responsible for it. Wv
spcakz with less der-es of certainLv as our Vista wideus.

As yet wve do not fuill knlom il'c psychice and physical ereti-
ships. IL is ours, for Somle tixue )-et, to observe and dledli.ce, -Nvitlî the Iîope
that soie day we niay speakl% -'ith a greater degree of certainty regrud-

in~~ matcr~ ~v icîas yet, are iargely, Ilndecidcd.
rfle is one lesson that niany of oui- nunîber hiave yet to learn,

aithougli it, lias been so oftei repeated, Viz., thia w'e niust lookc at aill
foris rý-f iinsaniity thiioilgli the physical mediumo. WX-e must repieml.ber
that die abnormal psychic mnanifest.ations, callcd insanity, depend upon
some physical or chemnical chanige in the clemenits of the nervous system,


