
70 THE BRITISH AMERICAN

soight for ii vain. li other words, [
believe that in most cases of stricture,
as perfect and permanent a cure nay
be obtained in this way as by any other
ieans of treatment, howvever heroic
that imay appear. Indeed there is so
great a discrepancy in M'I'r. Syme's
statememis that it is liard to reconcile
them ; for in comnîîîtîting on a passage
in Sir 13. 1rodie's work, where he
dwells on the necessity of occasional
introductions of lte bougie, w Ihie the
treatment has been conducted on the
principle of dilatation, he contin!ies ait
p. 50 of his monograph on strictures:-
" My own experience wuild not lead
mne Io a statement quite so discouraging,
and the difference imay perhaps be
attributed to the dilatation practised in
Edinburgi being more ample than that
which appears to be thouglit sutlicient
in London?

'e cannot Nt admire lte darin-
candour of Mr. Syne in luis letter to the
editor of the Lancet for May 18, 1850,
where he challenges the profession to
produce a case of siricture impermeable
to his adroiness. I do not at ail wish
to detract fron Mr. Syme's mnerits as a
Most acconplished surgeon, but ve
have evidence of meni wih whon Mr.
Symie need not be ashamed to have luis
name associated, yet wlio have both
foreseen and felt the impracticability in
ail cases of passing an instrument into
the bladder, and have been foiled in
tIheir best efTorts ; indeed, the arrogant
exhibition of feeling expressed by Mr.
Syme in the following sentence can
best be met bv an extract from Mr. Lis-
ton' vast experience and judgnent.-
Mr. Syme continues to say-" The
operation by external incision hitherio
empiloyed, has been resorted to as lte
refune of awkwardness or failure in lie
intro~duction of instruments, there being
no truly iipermeable stricture; while
the one now àdvoi!ated can be accom-
plished onl by steps requiring the
nicest manipulation." Mr. Liston es-
timates the difficulties very difTerently,
and thus expresses hiimself in Elerens
of Surgery, 2nd edition, p. 599:-« It
is i1o easy matter to pass the instrumalent
in many cases, and particularly when
ineffectual attempts have been made
previously. By gentle insinuation, and
perseverance in moderato pressure,
properly directed, the obstacle cati
always be ,overcome, and that without

the inliiction of any injury to the parts.
I may here observe that i lave nvwer
yet been floled in passing the catheter,
thougli verv many severe ard difielnit
cases have fallein my lot ; in otier
words, I have never beei obliged to
abandon my attempts, and as a last re-
source iiutilate and endanger a patient
by making ai iunatural aperture ii lis
bladder; yet circumstnces inay soon
occur to me in wlichl the iiitroduction
of an instrutiment aloig the urethra shall
be impossible: no iman, it lias been
said, cian ah vays be wise or always for-
tunate, and ie lwho pretends 1o invari-
able success must be either a knave tor
a fool."

i <lo not at ail inean tiis extract to
apply to Mr. Svine. As 1rofessor Mi-
ler says, in conmenlting on this quota-
lion, it on1ly shows hIe niodest opniuon
M]r. Liston held of his owi resources
and dexterity in comparison wvith the
diflicnhties tihat might present Ilem -
seives, and defeat his best efforts ; and
before his premtature death, lie was
compelled to puncture the bladder
ihrough tlie rectum.

M\r. Syme, in the Monlily Journal
for October, 184-1, distinctly contiadics
his assertion as above qutd, and gives
a case wcre lie operated, .and where
evin l tlhe guidance of a director was
not available for this purpose." Tho
experience of the first surgeons, then,
prove lte fact, tliat there mnay be suich
a thing as an imperneable stricture ; it
is proved in the works of Dupuytren,
Brodie, Liston, Miller, and many
others.

But looking Most favourably upon Mr.
Syme's contradictory statenen ts, attd
adrmitting that "4there is no truly in-
permeable stricture ' in his bands, tiis
renders the operation which he lias so
frequently perforimed the less excusable.
The weiglt of authority is sleadily
against such procedure. Mr. Samtuel
Cooper says-« If the end of a srnall
bougie, let it be ever so srnall, can be
introduced througlI the stricture, the
cure is thon in our power," and the
celcbrated French surgeon, Desault,
reprobates the~ treatment by incision.
" The operation known utderthe name
or la boutonnicre (an operation vhichi
consists in an incision made into the
urethra or lte neck of the bladder,
althoigh apparcntly better ,adapted to
the nature of the disease, is generally


