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ST " RETEI

?

Your roquost iv for ¢ Somothing Onignal,”

(Sucioty frowns nt o pun)
Tu aauplianee, famdliae words Scriptural,

g o'na fractional

Of travol, adventme, or clutch at tra.

gedy, pathos, or fun,
I you'vo fully considered the danger
(B the attompt is farly begnn),
Of disprn g the naceping disclaimer,
Then, surely, iy Inbora aro done ;
But, of deternmned to bo a feee ranger,
In traching dvop ervora in Solowon,

! . . } L .
' 3cd. \Where tho Act is desired, the sig- :Slxx\kcal)emo—\wlnllo his horror-strnck ; Ask the golden-laiced juventlo, whe is
naturs of, at least. uno fourth of the elec- ) listeners  sat spell bound —too  much , apparently absorbed in some great deed

' tors to a petition i favor of 1t, 18 neces- !
aary, this petition to be forwarded to the

astonished at their friend’s andacity in ;|
reading to them from a wicked pluy
olt to be able to take action and de-

vo enveloped is she in silence, ash 1
say, what doth the buay bee. cte., and
an angel's silver voico will stir the air

.G“"""’"""'G“"N’“l.-ﬂ'”‘“uh. the ﬁf‘crct“")',pnrt. frum the polluted walls of the and the afuresmd juvele will mnswer
¢ Thoto's nothmg uen wnder the sun ! ™) ; of Statc.  On recuipt of this petition, His afuresaid Avhenmonm.  When the finale, ““ nothing,” wheseas, o you be of an
Are naught, that the Saowetaks mmy | Bxeclleney issues o prodaation naming | was reachied, they turned aid shook off  wnbeliovibg uatune, and hste to see fot

the date on which the vote will be taken,
¢ by ballot, throughout the aty or connty,
pinone day. A ajority of the clectors
* decides whether the law shall be adopted,
and tho decision is unalterable, for three
years,
4th. The Act prohibits the common
, sale of intoxicating lujuors, but affonds
opportunities for abtaumng wine for sacra.

!
|
i

Remomber, --ho sapake of the sun as a mental use, and liquors for medicinal or

atrangor,

For—nut half of it's courso had been run,
- P G > o b o - e
THE CANADN CTEMPERANCE
ACT OF 1878,

Ia the lnstory of the Daminion of Cana-
da, the year which s about to close will
be dintanguisbed far threo now events : o
new  GovernopGoneral, & new Govern-
ment, and n sow ‘Panperance Act. The
passing of this Aot fidicates progress on a
subject intimately connocted with the
temporal woll-bmug, and woral winprove-
ment of the people. It as deendediy pro-
ferable to any othor Temperance law that
haa been pasaed, not anly in its structure,
but inasmuch av it gives the sanction of
the supremy legislative aathonity to the
Prohilatin principle, and will prevent
the litigations and oblwtructive clements

that were frequently found to ueutralise -
the gaod cffeats of provious Temperauce |

Acta

Before Confoderation, the Pardiament of
Cannda pavsed the Temperanee Act of
18G4, better knowan as the Dunlun Act,
which rofors to the Yrovinces of Ontario
aud Quebeo only,

In Nawva Seotin thore ina License aw
providing that licvuses ahall he granted
only by the Bouch of Magistrates, on the
recommendation of the Grand Jury and a
petition of two thirds of tiw ratopayers in
the district i which the tavern is pro.
posed to bo extablisked,

The Now Rengswivk Law provides that
no license shall bo pranted when the ma-

jurity of the mto payers resident in a

parish or municipality shall petition the
Mamapal Counal agatust wmaung any
hicense.  Thia law, though in the statute.
Louk, haa heon ddeelared ultra eires by the
Court of New Beunawick.

We shall notico one ar twe features of
the Dominion Tomperance  Act, which
were preparod i helialf of  the Govern.
ment by the Han, Me. Scatt.

Ist. 1t applios to countics and cities ~
The Dunkin Act was applicable to tawn.
ships, to rmall municipnlities -t every
wunicipality, whether it was a vallnge,
towan, or oity. It han been fond of httle
use to pass the Dunkin Act wn a small
township when all the townships arand
wero withaat the operation of the law.
But when the Act is 1aade aphlicable to a
larger avea, it can all the more eamly be
enforced. ’

2ad, Fho  Act in hrought in  forco
through the Gavernor.Genernl, and ot
thraugh  Municipal  Couneils, and, thus,
wany difticaltlen farmerly oxperienced are
remeoved,

Dianufacturing purposes,
; sells ar keeps fur sale ligaor is liable to a
Lfine of §30 for the first offence, $100 fur
i the second, and two months imprisonment
. for the third.

It should be gratifving to New Bruus.
wickers that the first great battle for the
adoption of the Canada Temperance Act
was fought and won in Fredencton, N.B.,
un Thursday, Oct. 3lst. The Act was
(carried by a majonty of 2 to 1. The good
{example of Fredericton, we trust, will
soun be followed by othur Jocalities.

** Came, arise to the resctie * 3¢ suns of Llic Nurth
* With your bauger of war and of jnace streamiuy

'
'

orth

Of war wainst the Drink-King ton long wha has
thratlol,

And peace to the captives hic xtrong ehains have
allel §

What » -utlands lad w o, dune with nught let

e,
That the despot e bonnid and tis slaves be set
rec1™

Decemnber, 1378,

NOTHING.

Wratten expressly for the SNOWFLAKE, and submit.
tod Lo public cridamnn wituovat an apolvgy.

To write, or not to write? That 1s
the question. I go on wnting, thus
answering  the qguestion.  Sceondly,
What to writo about! Ah, that’a the
poser. I would fam be unhke the
novels **which behie therr name and
offer nothmg new,” but alus, there 1s
uuthing nes under the sun.

Byron says ** a book's o book though
there’s nothing in it, " and may I uot
apply the same idea to a literary effort
tor the SNowrLaKe; the poet just
.quoted alsu says that ¢ "Tis plewsant
sare to see one's uane in prnt,’ there-
fore 1 ghall proceed ¢f fornothimyg clae)
in urder that 1 way have the bhss of
sceing my euphonions copnumen  at
the end of my dissertation on every
thing in generl and nothing in partic-
ular. I once heard a story of a shoe
maker whe was locked upon by lus
fellus villagers as a great hiterary star,
# person of much kuowledge, @ modern
Cicero, Demosthenes, ** a rase blushing
unseet,’” and I kaow not what else 5 at
ane period of his nseful career (4 career
which left many lasting remembrunces)
lie was waited upon by somne of s
fricnds and invited to lecture. He
teadily acyniiesced, aud on the evening
appuinted fur the delivery of the ora-
tion, Mr. Pidgeon (as 1 snall eall him,
rest to his bones) appeared on the giat.
form of the village Athenienin behind
a little table an which, of course, stond
a pitcher of water.  After severl pre-
Liminary tumblers of tis coohag and
rofreshing beverage, interspersed with
sundry hums and haws wlich Lam told
are common to orators, Mr. Pidgeon,
amid st buzz of satisfaction from the
expectant andicnce, opened a largo

hook and proceeded withuut prefuce

(wire man) to read—selections feom

A person who'

the dust as it were of their brother's
deception and loft, doubtless feeling
““ sadder if not wiser.” !

One old man alone remained; heo!
s walked to the platform and with great,
golemmnity proceeded to remonstrate:
with his friend, the deceptive Pidgeon,
upon his reckless Lehaviont, winding |
‘up with ““Noo brither Pidgeon, we .
“cam tae hear ye lecter un' no tae listen
"tay yon wicked play sturics an‘m ns- |
‘tonished at ye.”

“ Weel, weel, My, Samson, all 1 can |
s1y°s jist this, if yo've uw pleased wi',
Shakspeare an’m vera sare yo'd no be

pleased wi me.” :

This was unanswerable. The remon. |
strating brother knew enongh of Shake- -
speare to understand  that thoagh in-
deed  he wrote ‘“yon wicked play
sturies,” yet after all very likely he was
something cleverer thau Zedekiab Pid-
geon,who had thus inveigled his fricuds
into listening to another man's mind

when they had met to listen to his own
, original eloquence,

Wiat I wish to deduce from the,
abuve ancedote is, that if my readers
ave not pleased with me, they will not
be pleased with a lesser light ! My po-
sition, truth to tell, is somewhat cwe
barragsing, a sort of sermonizing with-
vut a text, bit being suailar in uatare,
to the boy who stood on the burning
deck, 1 am determined not to desert
my post till the end coone, writing upon
nothing, sure to hit or miss, ‘I lovk
back into the mist of years™ but the
past aids me not. I question the pre-
sent and search “‘the dusty way of
common life.” The present is silent,
tthie Qusty way * offers no new subject |
'"for discourse. The telephone, micra-
phone, electric  light, and  kindred
spirits have beea done to death. In
vain 1 try to interview the {utuve.
“ Bevond, is ail abyss,” the far anay
to-cutne is veiled and none way dare t
say what lies behind.  What then shall
“he my theme? Reader, ‘tis swthing !
Worcester  announees  to inguiring
minds that nothing is—unonentity—a
thing of no importance—a trifle—tbut 1
myself :un dnclined to think that every-
thiy (even sinthing) is of importauce,
How often we hear the word nothing
so misapplied as to make us wonder at
the fals:ity of wan (@nd woman) and we
tear our luur (ligumtively of course) as
wo ponder upon the depravity of hue
man  nature generally.  For instance
ask  the meditative datfy-down-dilly
vouth who wandereth silently into your”
congervatary what he is about, and ne
will probably smswer *f Nothing ™
Next moming yon will find, to your
" heart’s soriow that your best camelin is
" plucked, und when yonr adorable Mrs.
?’uppctt calls to have a chat and inter
ferc waterinliy with your morning
plans, she aceidently mentinns that Miss
Tuompking was ut the opern last night
with a beautiful camelia in her hair
From previous knnwledgo of your young
‘ fricnd's prediliction for Miss Tompkins,
yon are forced to own to your enqguir-
ing heart, that her adornment must
have been the veritable camelin which
*enme up aaa ower ™ neav your disaw-
ing-room window yesterday.  And yon
wring your handsandsoirowfully medi-
tate upor *‘ Nothing.” In the above,
wy reader, you have one proof that
nothing is not always » trifle. :

Secondly, and again, an instance.

yourself. you will probably find the
playful babe seated in tho coal senttle.
sipping swueetness anlimited from a jum
pot or sugar bowl, and despaitingly you
question and re-ccho ** Nothmg ™
LR A

*“ The weancat plant that grows can
give thunghts that do witen lic tuo deep
for tears.”  And yet many, in the over-
weening coneeit of humanity at huge,
plame themselves on being snperior to
observation of such tritles, forgetting
that *“ trifles make up the sum of hie.”
Feeling with v focud Moo Pidgeon,
that wriginality is net aluways best, per-
mit e to lay before you something
which struck me ia recent reading,
and which I amw suie you will agres
with we 18 2 very grand and ;:hdosuplac
view uf the unpurtance of hittle things
which®wany of us pass by caldly es-
teeming them mere *‘nothings.” T
quute a3 folluws. **To learn how 1o
seo and delignt in little things us well as
large, 18, m fact, to make no slight pro-
gress both in tene intelligence and in
aptitude for genmne pleasure.  Mauy
laugh at the idea of beng pleaseald with
little things. ¢ Lattle thngs,” they say,
< please httle nnds.”  They shownld re-

, member that the great mass of the po-

pulation of oue plinet consists of the
werest prgunes, damnative birds and
tishes, tiny insects, animalcules only
visible with & microscope 5 so that to
turn away from little things is to be in-
ditferent to almost everything the world
contaius. Besides, with Uranus eighty
tiies greater than the whole carth,
Neptune a hondred  and  tifty  times
geeater, Satuns more than scven han-
dved times, and Jupiter wore than
fourteen hundred, it is rather iucon-
sistent to talk abont. Littlexess in the ob-
Jeets of a world itself so puny.”

Take hearvt ** Little Mands,” it is no
comnon cye which scuy ** serusns i
atunes, buoks in the taening boaks,
and goad in eversthing,” and, imleed,
the so.called great minds. after all,
semch but a very little way into the
myateries of the unknown,

A little way, a very little way,
(Lafe s sorhart), they digmto the vind,

And they are very sony,so they say—
Sorry for what they had.’

Therefore, deeming notlung an the
world too mean for onr attention let
me beg of you, whe have patientdy tol-
lowed me thus far-to guner up the
fragmenms, giving lbeed to muicly of
what you bave hitherto held to be
nothing ; vemembering the wlile, that.
ung lives all throngh e prectons, aad
M we despise altogether the ines, wo
shall not bie bkely to use aright the
grear oppartumties and  gilts granted
us by Hint who giveth all.  Richter

SeXpresges an opinon that **a vavety

of mere nothings give more pleasmo
than anforunty  of sumcthing,” aml
Mrs. Balfour reminds ns that ** many
of the must deeprronted habits and
custng originate in nuthing and seme
of the most magiticient schemes of
man have endedin nothing.” Bemgunly
aecotud to Triah Heep, w the virtie of
unubtrusiveness, [ slall ue iouger
trespass on my readers” attention and
hoping I have not already wade oo
“mnch ado about nothing.” Idraw this
defective article to a close and reunun
in great trepudation. at appearuig
public, humbly, the public’s servant.
Jeremian Glovaxsy Jenxixs,

-~



