
ON rnia: AMOY COLLOQUIAL DIALJECT.

dlonc. Buit in Ciinese oni ecient of filv eqiial value( is thc pîtchl of
thie tore wîth wluîcl the word is iittered or the nature and e\tenlt of
thfe mnodudation. This want of' ear (as it ls cetlled) Ins been a serjousl

lJneto niainv carnest meii in their efforts t o Speak Cluinese.

it unfot lîe spodtiite absoliite piteb of' the tones is flie
same Nvith 1,il men, cr eveni widi Ille sanie mian nt difféerent tilles.
Diilerenit mnen spuak on difl'erent keys ;the saunle personl Spcaks oul dif-
féela keys at variaus thlies and in varioas ci lcilnMstanilces.- So the
toiles are eonstantly varving- il) their absolute pitcli mith the variatioln
of u", Uy et bear to eachi otiier a fi\xed relation. Soso ISOte ex-
tenit of the modulation varies with the emotions of the speaker. I[n
trauiquil uitteranice the range of modulatioil is usilallv a thard, while iii
ex:citud conversation it rises to a perflect fiftli. Little chljdreii give a

greteî ngec to their modulations tliann aidults.

IRclation of thec Amzoy Toiles (o the o;'dinary tones of couimo;n ulterance.

It will bec observed that the Amoy Toules are suehl as we uige i
ordiinry speechi. E\ ory one is employed inl spelaking Eniglishi. But
wbilc ini Ciniege the toile is aul esseutial and uuivarviug- eleunent of tho
,word, in Euil it caeswith the elmotions of' thie speaker or the
-ceneraI drift of thec uteii.e. AngÎer, fear, love, reverence, desire,
pride, shiame, and othier feelingys, determine our tonles and miodify tbiem
couistalutlv. la1 speaking, in aul earniest, impassioned manner, flic mo-
dulatiouQ arc almost alwak appropriate and impres.3ive. Bot iia
spc-aiKîngc Ciniese, it is to be borne Ii mind thant the verv toiles whielu
seerui to us so natural and expressive of our emotions, have been i»r-
engagcà, and are alreadv etilisted iin the service of Orthiocpv. As
rhètorical powers, thev no longer cxist, having been iimpIressedl for thc
work if mere verbal enlunciation. A European, inl Speakillg Chinesc,
must therefore be ever on bis guard, lest thc habits of bis vouth carry
bill awav, before hle is aware, ani the modulations be einploved iii the
e-xpressioni of enliotioll, u ihmust be jetlouislv reserved for the (lis-
tiuietouu of uvords. Ili publie speakiuig, geat care is requisite, lest ilie
feelitiZs of the orator rinouglIv niodifv bis titterauice an(d render unii!>,
telligible or absurd bis most Wcigbity senittcs.

Buit thîe question mav be aszetl. -< Have thc Chiniese theni nlo tonle$
of emotion P" No one eaul listen to au earinest altercation, \Vithlol.
p)ereeiviflg that tbere is no Iack of emotionial modulation. But tliesc
tonles are different froni those used Ii the iutterau)ce of wvords. Aav


