
,RE VIEWS-THE DANCE 0F DEATH. 1

The gencrai. idea of thc pomp and pageantry of Death, as pictureý
to us in tiiose passages of the eider poets, fully accords ivitil the con-
ceptions embodicd in the artistic production of contcmporary painters
and scuiptors ; but the obvious derivation, not only of this general
idea, but of some of the nost chiaracteristie details of thc favourite
medieval depictiosi of Death's doings, can scarcely bc disputcd in rela-
tion to a curious passage whlch occurs in Chiaucer's Canterbury
1ilgrimage.

The passage to whichi we ref'cr is to be fourni 1 "The Knight's Tale,"
nnd serves to showv that; lethe Dance of Death"'- was fainiliar to the
English readers of tlic l4th century.

The poet there describes, in accordance with the anacronisins commoxi
alike to the poets and the painters of medieval times, the lists erected
by Theseus, wherein the rivais were to contend ini tourney for the hand
of the fair Emely ; and whosoevcr was fortunate enough to

",Slay bis contrary, or out of listés drive,
THm shall 1 yeveu Emelie te -%vyve."

The narrator then goes on to tell:

"0Of Theseus, that goeth se busily
To nalzea up the listés really,
That such a noble th entre as it was,
I dare well sayn in this -world there n'as.
The circuite a aiilé was about,
'Valiéd of stone, and ditchéd ail -without.

Round was the shapc, inanére of a compasg,
F uil of degrees the hieight of sixty pace,
Tliat -wien a man was set on o degree,
Re ]etted not bis fellow for te sec!'

Above the gates, and iu the turrets of the wall, are further con-
structed le oratories"- or chapels, dedicated to YVenus, Ijiana, and Mars,
each decorated, witli appropriate carving and "lportraiture,"' or paint-
ing-S. The oratory of Venus is adorned, with

"Pleasancc and hope, desire, foihardiness,
]ieauty and youtb, baudorie and riches.

Feasts, instruments, and carois, and dances,
Lust and array, and ai the cireumstances of love."

The oratory of Diana is in likce inanner

"Depeiated by the -walilés up and down,
Of hunting and of sbamefaced chastitie."
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