over the fact that the government had been
mightily sustained. They are all tears instead of
being all smiles. It may be that the tory papers
were seized with the numbness of despair, certain
it is that they took their big defeat much more
philisophically than did their opponents the loss
of a certain constituency.  Certain Liberal pap-
ers assert that neither Halifax, Colchester or
Cumberland will on necount of the way they
went get the least little bit of the Transcontinen-
tal and thus Pictou County will reap the benefits
of these counties’ folly, = Thank goodness for
that same “its an ill wind that blaws naebody
guid” but how is it proposed to bring the Trans-
continental to Country Harbor without touching
any part in Cumberland. A tory paper tells us
olemnly that Sir Frederic's election in Kings by
500 majority is due to the fact that twenty-five
ministers worked agninst him, and that the maj-
ority is a protest agninst clorgymen engaging in
polities.  Tuts,  That's jumping to a conclusion
in a hurry.  There were no ministers ont against
the Knight in 1804 and he had over double the
present majority. I had hoped, in common with
many that the war of vituperation would have
ended with the election, but no, it still goes on ;
it is cheap ‘copy’.

The member elect for south C, B, in a little
speech thanking the electors of a colliery distric
for what they had done for him, made the usual
promises of very good behaviour so far as pro-
moting their interest in purliament lay, and add-
ed—this is not, of course inclnded in his parlia-
mentary duties, that “he would do all in his po-
wer to bring about a reconciliation of the two la-
bor fuctions in Nova Scotin' Ye«? The Record
is not aware that there are two factions in labor
circles in C, B. The Record admits to one only.
The P. W. A. is not a faction ; it is the original
whole thing. There is a faction, one only, and
that is composed chiefly of those who aspire to

ositions in the U. M. W., a foreign society, A
action is a turbulent, a disloyal—opposition, and
that fits those who are making so much noise in
the law courts. It is said that it is a very dan-
gerous thing for an outsider to interfere with a
family quarrel. The one who does so, as a rule
exposes himself to two forces, and that is the
wu{v it may be with the member elect for south
C. B. If he is wise he will keep out of it. The
Scots have a saying in reference to those who a-

ainst advise adopt a certain course, “Let them

ree their weird,” That is a very formidable
looking sentence, but it ufter all only means “Let
them go the way they choose.” So leave
that ‘faction’ severely aloneis my advice to Mr,
Madden. The P W. A is not going to employ
taffy sticks to bring the factionists back. The
conduct of these has made it impossible to hold
out a peace offering, As a speaker lately said,
“They eannot construct a habitable buil&ing of
olive branches” If the U. M. W's would come
back now, unrepentant, there would be no living
in the house with them.

A couple of years or o ago, 1 made re ly to a
short article on socialism, written as I believed—
at least | jumped to that lusi
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meaning clergyman of the presbytery “of” Inver:
ness.h I remember only one thing 1 told him,
namely : that he was no socialist, simply a reform-
er like myself. It seems there are some clergy-
men who eall themselves socialists who are not
of the X. X. brand. In London, recently, the
Rev. Thos. Yates preached a “Ci Sunday”
sermon from the text Isa, 12, 6and 7, *“They help-
ed every one his neighbor ; und every one said to
his brother, Be of good courage, so the carpenter
encouraged the goldsmith.,” — Referring, in the
course of his sermon to socinlism, Mr. Yates ex-
pressed a similar idea to that I had touched upon
only with much better emphnsis. He said

“It is irritating to hear Christian ministers de-
clare themselves Socialists, when, on examination
their Socialism turns out to be a very earnest but
decidedly vague Christian  humanitarianism,
Socialism is an economie and political theory, and
men must make up their minds on its merits just
as they do on any other economic doctrine. But
Christianity is neither to be confused nor commit-
ed to a deetrine or method of economics, and it
does not stand nor fall with any theory of polit-
ics.  With the utmost convietion Christian men
have been led to adopt this particular theory of
economiz development in the belief that they
were taking the best way of realising a social or-
der in harmony with the Spirit of Jesus Christ. 1
myself am not so (-u::vinﬂ-&; but if I were a Soc-
infis( I should hope for wisdom to distinguish be-
tween the end which was Christ’s end, and the
method which, being human, might fail as other
economic doctrines have failed, which earnest
Christians have before adopted.”

Though the miners of Glace Bay were told by
a gentleman from the other side that they had
an eight hour day in Britain, they have not there
quite got it, nor is it likely such a law wiil be
in force for some years yet.  The eight hour bill
was before the committee of the British House
of Commons. Mr. Gladstone on behalf of the
Government moved the cluuse, making the length
of the day eight hours, exclusive of the two wind-
ings, for the next five years, and for the succeed.
ing three years eight hours exelusive of one wind-
ing. The Government was defeated on the mot-
ion to ndurt theclause. A member of committee
moved eight hours for three years exclusive of
the two windings, and another member that the
reduction to eight hours bank to bank be extend-

over a period of eleven years. Neither amend-
rient was acted upon. The Home Secretary said
that if the members in a desire to have their own
umendments carried conlesced against the Goy-
ernmrnt, the matter would have to be dealt with
on the report stage,

The Halifax Herald is erazy mad on the coast-
ers question. In a foot note to a reasonable and
sensible letter written to it by Mr. G, H., Duggan,
the Herald grandiloquently” asks the question ;
“What are 1,300,000 tons of conl to the St. Law-
rence in comparison with the great shipy ing trade
of Carada”, or words to that effect as ram quot-
ing from memory. Let me see if I can knock a
little sense into the Herald. The complaint of

by a well the coasters is that Norwegian vessels—steamers




