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in the popular prejudice which it will en~
counter in tho less informed districts of
the country.  We trust that the friends
of Education who think favorably of As-
sessment, will do all in their power 10
stiengthen the hands of the Legislature,
and (o remove these projudices.

MEETINGS AND INSTITUTE,

The meeting advertised for Tatama-
gonche, Ambherst, Parrsboro and Truro,
have been held. The prujects for a train-
ing School and Assessment with Free
Schools, seemed to bo everywhere favor-
ably received. At the three former
places resolutions were passed in their fa-
vor, At Truro, owing to wet weather,
the meeting was very small, and no reso-
lations were proposed. The people of
Colchester, are however on the whale well
disposed towards these measures of in-
provelent, and will not repudiate the re-
sulutions of last year.

Owing to 1he illuess of the Superin-
tendent, the meetings for Piclou, as well
as the visitations of Schools in that couns
1y have been postponed.

The Institute at Truro was attended
by sixiy-eight teachers, the largest num-
ber ever yet assembled in this Pruvince.
Twenty-four of the above number were
female teachers.  Though, from a comby-
natiou of adverse circumnstances, the hopes
o1’ aid from Literary gentleman in various
prats of the Provinee, were not realised,
vet the illustrations and statcments of ex
perience furnished by the many able
tcachers who were present, gave to the
dizcussions a highly practica} and useful
character-  Alr, Blanchard of the Truro
Academy, aud owher friends in Truro,
slso exerted themselves to the utmost to
mako the work of the Institute useful
and profitable. Mr Oldright’s lecture
on Phouotypy, the only lecture from any
extrancous source with which we were
favored, excited by the novelty and evident
impoitance of its subject, muck interest
and discussiun.

It is propused to publish in the Edu-
cational Report for the present year the
proceedings of this Institote, and its deci-
sions an the several questions  discussed,
for the benefit of such teachers as were
not present at its meelings, and who may
be still wedded to the old, dry, tedious,
machanical way, of seeking to impart

knowledgo through the medium of phra- .

s6s and words, unintclligible to the un-
fartenate learnsr.

LIBRARIES.

Through mistake on the pant of tho
furnishers, two works which may be cop-
sidered as of a controversial character,
hieve found their way into the School Li
brattes. They are the “*Reformation ia
Europe,’” and *‘France and her Martyrs.”
Clorks who bave received copices of thess
works, will pleaso rctaip them vntil they
roecive  further imstructions zespecticg

them. They will be found in but few
of the Libraries, as there are but twelve
copies of each work.
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6 The Annual Returns from several
Boards have been received. 1t is ex-
tremely desirable that those not yet sent
in, should be forwarded without delay.

(7 Complaints have been received
frore a few of the Buards of Commissio-
ners, that their School Libraries had net
been received uvp to a vecent date. In
answer ‘we beg to state that the Li-
braries were packed in boxes in October,
and luft in charge of Mesars. A. & W,
McKinlay, Halifax, to be forwarded by
the earliest opportunities.  In a few ca-
ses it has been found impossible to proe
cure mesns of conveyance ; and in these
cases, we beg to request Clerks and Com-
missioners, to direct any carriers Jr ship-
masters going to Halifsx, to inquire of
the gentlemen abuve named.

Lxiract from the spcach of the Govenor
General, in laying the foundation stone
of the Normel School at Toronto.

I certawnly think that no government,

“which is concions of its own responsibili«

ties, can possibly feel indifferent to an
Tnstitution stch as that of which we are
now abeut to Jay the foundation stune ;
an Institution which promises,under God’s
blessing, to excercise so material an in-
fluerce in the formation of the mind and
character of the rising generation of the
Province,and threvgh that powerfv instru-
mentality‘upon its destinies and s futore
an Tastitution, too, cllow me to remark,
whick we must not 1¢gard a8 a novelty
or an cyperiment, bat one which has al-
resdy—and on this point I may speak in
woine measure from my own experience,
for T have had opportunities of observing
the skill of the masters and the proficiency
of the pupils in the Nurmal School—es-
tablished its claims to the confidence of
the people of the Provirce. Altheugh,
therefore, sit, I am of opinion that there
are liimits—and pretly narrow lirhits, too
beyond which the interference of 'governs
ment in matters of education cannet be
carried without hazard to those great in-
tere s which it is its desire t6 fuster and
ta protect; ¥ think that an Tastitution such
as this has special claims upon its eoures
tenance and support, and that T am, there-
fore, not transcending those [imits, but on
the contrary, that T am confining’ myself
strictly within them, ‘'when I consent to
take the prominent part in the , cermonial
of this day which has been assigned to
me. :

Sir, I observe that in the eas)y part of
this address you remack that *thé spi oial
education oftcachers is an essential ele:
ment in the systems of public instrnetion
of all countries in which the general edu-
cation of the people is regarded as a mat-
tor of .;ational importance; and that expe:
rieace has ehown the neceirity and advan:

tage of a preparatory course.of instruction
and wmprovement for the profession of
teaching, as well as fur the oiher profes-
sionsand trades whivh are demanded by
the necessities of every civilized commu-
nity,”  Sir, nothing can be more unques
tionably true than these sentiments. Bui
perhaps 1 may bo permitted to observe
that their truth has not been at all times
recognized. It has often appeared to me
that within the whole range of human
experience, it wonld be difficult to point
out a more flaprani—a more inatructive-in-
stance of the ervor of putting the effect
before the cause, than was exhibited in
the course putsued by the friends of edu-
cation in England and other countries,
who for a series of years,bneied thewnselve
in building schools, and endeavouring te
induce cinldren to sttend thuse sciwols,
wuhutt ever inquiring whether competent
persons to conduct theiwn could be procur-
ed, and without taking any efficient and
vigourous steps to sopply the admitted
want of competent teachers. Sir, it ap-
pears to me that in this instance, as fu
many other—this young country has had
the advantage of profiing by the experi-
ence of older countries—by their failures
and disappointments, as well 28 by theiz
snccesses; and that experience, improved
by yourdiligent exertions and excellent
judgment, [for I should neither satisfy my
owp feelings nor the claiins of justice,if 1
were not on this oecasion to express my
sense of the ability and the zeal with
which you have conducted the important
department which has been commited 1o
your care ] Isay, that expericnce, so
improved and fortified by the suppert of
of the Counneil of Education, the Guvern.
ment and the Parliament of tha Pravince,
has enabled Upper Canada to place itself
[as you justly observed in your address,]
in the van amoug the nations in the greas
and important work of providing an effi-
cient system of general education for the
whole community.  And now let me ask
this intelligent audience, who have e
kindly listened to me up to this moment,
let me ask them to consider in all serious-
ness-and earrestness what that -great
work reallyis. Ido not think that X

"shall be chargeable with exaggeraticn

when 1 affirm that it is the work of our
day and generativn-— thatitis the problem
in our wmodern society which is most diffi-
cult of solation—that it is the ground
upon which earnest and zealous men un-
happily too often, and in many countries
reet, pot to cooperate but to ‘wrangle;
while the poor and ignorant multitudes
around them are statving and perishing
for lack of knowledge: ‘Well, then,
how has Upper Carada - addressed her-
self to the execution of this great work?
How hias she sought to solve this pro-
blem=-to overcome this ‘difficvlty ? Sir,
T undérstand from your ‘statements—
and I coie to the game conclusion from
my own investigation and observation—
that it is the principle of our Common



