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Anybne îvho hias collected, and studied, and bred butterfiies for years
ivili hiave ideas as to the liniits of variation in each species, and hie wvill
judge forms nevly presented to him by those which lie already knows.
The castern Argynnids-seven species-sho'v little variation except in
size, and it is oiîly Gj'be/e and Aph/uodiic tbat show that, -tecordiin" as
they are northern or southern. 'l'lie others are remnarkably constant.
Neithier of these species, whatever its variation, runs into another, or
approaches another. No one but a novice can possibly mistake oie for
another. Judging by what 1 sec of theni, 1 do flot expeet to id
nîlucli variation in the gelîts elsewlîere, aiid in fiact if there are any variable
species in our fauna, they formi the exception, not the rule. The
greater part are certainly as well defined as Apizodîie and Al/antis. 1
believe ail the 4:? described species, tînless perhaps Clio, to be good
species, constant to type, breqeding truc. C/jo iiîay turfi out by breeding
to be a diniorphic formi of .Eur:ynomne. 1l should be delighited to be tie
nîcans of provinig it, but tili it is I)roveni, I hold it as separate. As to
Ari-ouis, that it is distinct froin Eu,3 'njollc and Cl/io I have no doubt
wvhatever. I know it is founid abundantly 'vhere .Eîvy:)nomc does not fly,
and of course it breeds to its own type.

On page 5-5, ilu this renîarkable statemient, Mihen speaking of the
Argynnides of all thc w'orld The difficulties ini this genus are flot so
great as ini Colias and lErebia, excepi i the spccics inhabiting Uhe Rocky
Mounitains and Pacific States of North Anierica, whicli ruîî inito eachi other
ini a most extraordinary nianner. M~ost of the European species, thougli
closely allied, are fairly distinct, and I have on/y makdone species oui of
Amiericacis doubiful." So far as relates to ail Uic world, then. except thcsc
western districts of Anierica, the rule I laid dow'n liolds good by Mr.
EIhves' own admission, tlîat the several species of ArgyU svr ny
withiîî certain liuîits, and niowlîere run into, eacli other.

iMr. Elwes liad only to niake sure of his Anierican species, whichi lie
could easily have douie by seciing the originial types, and lie would have
found lus rule hield good universafly. But ignorant of tic types, lie
started wrong, and trusting to wvhat lie catis autheiîtically îîanied speci-
mieuis, received froin experieuiced collectors, together witli his Iack of know-
lcdgc of the preparatory stages, or of %vlat are the niost imiportanit features
of the imuagos, lie lias Iandcd where ive find hini.


