SUGAR DUTIES.

The next great battle of the tarifl is to be on the Sugar Duties.
The new proposition of Sir Robert Peel respecting this article 18
as follows :—

Present Duties.  Now proposed.
Colonial Muscovado, - - e, Same.
Do. equal to white clayed - 163, Same.
Foreign free labour, Muscovado, - 93s. 4d. 193, 10d.
Do. equal to white clayed, - 28s. 25s.

Foreign slave labour, - . 63s. Same.

This very slight reduction of Jduties wall, 1t 1s said, allow a small
increased quantity of free labour sugar to come into home con-
sumption at present prices; but taken as a whole, the proposed
measure is utterly incummensurate with the requirements of the
case, and will meet with strong opposition from the Free Trade
party in Parliament.  The ground that that paity intend to 1ake 1s
this: they insist that the distinction been free-grown and slave-
grown sugar shall forthwith cease, and that the protecting duty
imposed on foreign sugar shall by gradually diminished, so that 1o
five years all sugars shall be adinitted on equal tenns.

There is no one single article probably which exhibitsthe effects
of protection to the same extent as sugar. The pecuniary cost
to Great Britaip of this protection may be shown by a very siumple
calculation.—The 3pantity of sugar entered for home consumption
in the ten years ending 1844, was abaut fwo millions of tons ; while
the difference in price between British Plantation and Brazil
sugar of equal quantity, in bond, dwring the same period, was
about £16 per ton.

2,000,000 »< £16 = £32,000,000.

Thus the sacrifice by which Great Bntamn has endeavored to
st{Bpon the sugar monopoly amounted to the sum of thaty-two
millions sterling in ten years. Inother words, she has paid forevery
pound of sugar she has consumed twice as much as it was worth
in anopen market. In one year alone, 1840, the extra cost of her
consumption, over and above what was paid by any other nation
in_Europe, amounted, irrespective of duties, to upwards of five
millions sterling ; while the total amount of manufactures exported
to the sngar-growing Colonies was only four millions sterling—so
that, according to this calculation, she would positively have
gamed a million sterling by making the Colonies a present of all
the goods they teok from her, as a bribe tv allow her to go to the
cheapest market for sugar !

CANADA AND THE REPEAL OF THE CORN LAWS,

‘The following Despatch, addressed by the Colonial Secretary, Mr.
Gladstone, to the Governor General of Canada, in reply to the Address
of the House of Assembly, relative to the Free-Trade mcasures of the
Government, has attracted much attention n England, and possesses
more or less tcrest for all our colonial possessions.

“Dowsing-STrERT, JiNe 3.

“ My Lorp,—1 hav to acknowledgo the receipt of your Lordslup’s despatch, No 64,
of the 13th of May, trnasmitting to me, for pzesentation to hier Majesty, an Address which
hus been votad by hee M asty's loyal subjects the Commons of Canada. In this address
1t 13 set forth that tho Assembly of Canada regard the adoption of the principlo of com-
mercial intercourse now under the consulesation of the Impenzl Parbament wath so
rlous apprehension nnd alann, and varous prounds are stated for entertaiming such 1m-
pressions,  Her Mujesty has been pleased to receve tins Addrers with the fullest confi-
denco in the loysity and intelhizence of hier farthful Commons of Canada ; but its with
sinceze concern that Her Majesty has learned the existence, m such a quarter, of antici-
pations of such a chiaracter.

“1 have it tn commanad from her Msjesty to address to your Lordship the following
obsenvations su tegard to the watter of the .Address, which bave been subuntted by her
Majesty's advisers for hier gractous ap_.oval, aud to which 3lic has been pleased to give
her sanction.

* Her Majesty's Government conceive that the protection pnnciple cannot with justice
be described as tho universal bass, either of the general connexton between the United
Kingdom and its colonies, o1 even of their commercin] connexion.  There s & Jarge and
important group of the colonies of this country having a very extended comsnerce, and
one of & pecubiatly Bnitish charmcter, in relation to shich the protective syatemhas atno
time excreised a pewerful influcnce, and m relation to which at present it has hittle more
than a nominal eastence.  1speak of the Australian colonies,  And it caunot futl to be
remarked that while these are tho most distant, and thercfore, ding to the supj
tion of many, tho most in need of commercial preference, thoy have also made the most
rapud progress, and havo thus most effectially belied that necessity. It is true, indeed,
that a part of their matenial prospenty mny te ascrbable to tho supply of penal labour;
but this 1s far from affording an explanation of the case, since perhaps the most remark-
sbhle instancee of vigotous and epid growth smong the Awstmbian possessions of her
Mnjestg, hav  been anstances in winch peaal labour hias Leen altugether unknown,
‘Fhie energy of the colonists hias, wathont doubt, under Divine Providence, been tho main
causo of their unguinr advancement ; stunulated but not ovetbotne by distance, and
aided, not repressed, by the enjoyment of cammetcial freedom. ‘The :mme energies, with
less disadv ge of dut to contend against, will, it way be confidently predicied,
have a similar effeet in developing the resources of Brtish North America, and not with
Jose, but rather wath the more signal succesy, when capital, industry, and skill, shall e
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Joft to take their own spontancous direction, and to tumn to accuunt as ndividual pru-
dence shall suggest, the abundant materials and mstruments of wealth which the bounty
of heaven hus Lestowed.

" Her Majesty's Governpent have been glad to find that the Assembly has viewed w,(h
unmingled satisfaction tho prosperity of Canada under the moderate system of protection
which has hitherto provailed ; but the Assenibly cannot fuil to recollect that nl.l the
progressivo relaxations of thut system, which, fur a senies of years past, have been intro-
duced ta the law, have been mict and resisted by predictions of the ruin that was ho-
nestly but erroncously concesved would follow them, and that those predictions have,
with a remarkable uniformity, been disappornted.  Experienco cannut but suggest inat a
suntlar insecuity attaches to the renewal of the same expectations founded on tuc same
arguments,

“1e 1 not for tho sake of controvermal or purely argumentative advantoge that her
Majesty's Governmont refer to former apprehensions, and to the manner 10 whieh they
have been dusipated by the event. A retrospect of tlus king is calculated to torow
clear and abundant -ght upon the real ments of the question. The fears which aro now
eatertatucd huve ref to tho cir ce thas it1s propused W remave all difter
ential duty between Canadian and foreign duty  Isit, then, to be shown that the Cnn.no
dian corn trade has prospered heretofore 1n proportion to the amount of such differential
duty 1 Far otherwise. ‘T'ho law of 1828 dimmished the dstferenco 10 favour of Canada ;
the taw of 112, farther, and greatiy diminished the difference 1n favour of Canada , the
Iaw of 1843, which reduced the duty ou Canadian wheat to ls. per quarter, stll left a
much smallee dilerenco a its favour, as sgunst foreign wheat, than existed under either
of the fortner Corn Laws: and yet the corn trude of Cenada has grown and prospered ;
and its extension has, duubtless, contributed 10 no small degree to the happiness and
prospenty of the people of the colony, which the Assembly, sharing in tho unmingled aa-
tisfaction of her Mujesty and the Brtish Purhiament, has seen advancing in steady and
successful progression.  But this exteosion has taken place, not under protection secured
from change, nur under prutection fortified hy ve , but pora-
neously with a series of changes involving ats great diminutiva.

« It appears to be the impression of the Assenibly that some great revolution of prices
is likely to occur, as the q of the pending changes in the law, which will de-
prive the Canadsan fagmer of all hope of remuneration for hus surplus produce.  But the
Conadian farmer w advancing from year to year i capital and in scrence , and to agy no-
thing of the great advantages he cannot fail to derive from 1uproved communications, it
woulil surely be rashs to assert, nor probably do the Asscmbly, in theic Address, intend to
imply, that hus industry must be paralysed unless he shall continue to recerve the preciso
amount of average payment fur his grasa that he has hitlierto received furat. Doubticss
the alarm which hias been excited has reference to the idea of some sudden, great, and
permouent reduction of prices, to follow the repeal of the Bntish Corn Luw.  Withaut
pretending to estunate too nicely the tary or the ) effects of the casure,
her Majesty’s Goveromest cannot but admit that they could better app.cciate at icast
cettun presuwnptive, though far from demonstretive, grounds for tho slarm of the Coans
ian agnculturist in zegard to the future fortunes of the colony, 1f they shared 1n such an
anticipstion. ‘T some reduction of average and usual price, from the removal of arti-
ficial restraints, they ate dusposed to Jook forwsrd, but when they cons:der the steady
and rapid gros th of population in the corn-producing countuies of the gluble, they can-
not but bo persuaded that 1t would be unwise, whether in the friends or the oppouents of
commercial relaxution, to tecommend or dissuade it on the ground of any great revolu-
tion in permanent prices to be operated by it, and their expectations of advantage, san-
guino as these anticipetions ure, have reference. in a greator degree, to the iacrensed stea-
diness of the marhet, and to the vigour which general trade wail denvo from the rentoval
of restzamts upon the exchange of commoditics, and ugriculture, from the cessatiun of all
artifictsl imflucnce disturbing the balance of 128 sevesal pursusts, and from the wholesome
stimulus that competiion, winch in futonng pursuits cun scarcely become vver-wrought,
gutcly futls to unpart to wdustsy.

+ 1 um unwatling to zepeut at length the arguments whick I have addressed to your
Lordship m my despatch No. 66, of the 1oth May, with 1espect to the other great subject
of tho alatm of the Assembly,—namely, the trade in tunber. When, however, we revert
1o the year 1842, it cannut but bo acknuw ledged that thus was the case of a teade pecu-
Liagly ortiticinl as 1t stocd under the furmer law.  The reduction, though graduated, wos
decisine; perhaps in no case has it been more 20, and certatly in no case have more
unifora, contident, or prophesics of run been hazarded by the opponents of the
change. The result 13, that the expert of timber from Boitish North America to tins
country attawed during the last year to a hoight which it had never seached uader the
mwre protectine law, I do not mean that the withdrawal of protection was enther the
exclusie, or cven the prinaipal, dizect cause of ths prospenty; although there caunot
be a doult that many trades have to vefer ther vigor to the fuct, that the absence of asti-
fictal support has in their casc ginen free operution to the stinulus necessasy for the de-
velopement of nawral and permonent resuurces.  Increased denand n the Tnited Krg-
doms has, withowt doubt, bren 2he muin and the immediate cause of the sncrensed export
of wood from British Noith Amecrica, but it 1sthe consiction of ber Majgesty's Guserns
ment that such incrcascd demand was i itsclf tefurable in no small degree to the relax-
ations of cur commercig! law , and therofure, 1a its duo propettiun, the growth of the
timber trade is truly and justly, even if circuitously, to be asenbed o that very dinunu-
tion of proteczion from which ots ruin had been anticipated.  We are now to louk fur-
waid with hope to o further s of the g poscr of thus country | a further
encouragement to the use of tunber as compared with competing articles capable of be-
1z applied to the same purposes: o further encoursgement to the use of Cansdian
timber, 1 combination with the wood of the Baltie, for those ohjects in regatd to which
the consumption of the one directly stimul the ¢ ption o' the other, 1Is it too
much to hupe that causes so sinnlar may produce ke elects; and thut the caution with
which Patliament hes procceded 1n the grodual reduction of the timber dutics to & mo-
derate stondard, may be ngain rewarded by the satistaction with which it will witness
a further growth 1n the wood trade of Canada ?

“Ifer Ma)oaty's Government, theretvre, cannot, on the patt of the Imperial Exchequer,
shato o the fear that tncreased freedum of trade will have the eilect of enippling tho re-
venues of those tmportsut pubhic works, which ate designed to facilitate the tranut of
the produco of Canada Ly the St. Lawrence to the sea.  Thcy can by no means sub-
sctibe to the opinion, that the comparative deattess of this route 13 an cstablnshied fact.
And they hikewise feol that if they did subscribe to that opinivn, although it might cot-
roborate the propriety of the counc they have pusued 1o suggesting to Parhament tho
intezposstivn of an wutcrval before entire frecdom shall be given to the com trade, it
could do no mote; it could not induce them to ask, not Pathiament to gramt, nor, they
are certan, could 1t induce the people of Canada tu desire, that the mnrket of their
fanin produce should be maintained by means of a perpetual tax upon the people of
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