4 1S THERE TO BE A NEW DEPARTURE IN MISSIONS? [Jan.

heard the Macedonian cry, and the missionary spirit is abroad in the
land ; and that since the organization of the State work no movement.
has ever grown with a rapidity so amazing, and none has arisen so
replete with prophecies of good and opportunities of service. A
number of the most active workers in the Y.M.C.A. in Kansas,.
Nebraska and Minnesota have already decided to be the pioneers, in
preparing the way of the Lord, for the carrying of the gospel tidings.
to densely populated and benighted Africa. These men propose to-
enter by way of Liberia and the Kong Mountains, the Soudan of the-
Niger and Lake Chad, where are nearly 100,000,000 of people without
a missionary, and to form a living tie between the African field and the
home churches and associations. Think of young men leaving secre-
taryships of the Y. M. C. A. in our northwest, and pioneering the way
into the almost unknown and forbidding region of the Soudan !

There are those who deprecate this wlole movement, and think
Dr. Henry Grattan Guinness showed little judgment in his appeals to-
the Kansas young men, and still less judgment in giving Girection to
the enthusiasm which his appeals aroused. But there is a wiser way
than to stand off and criticise. The herdsmen on Western prairies.
never try to stop or turn back a stampede amony their cattle. Those
thousands of hoofs would soor trample them into a bleeding mass of life-
less flesh, No, they spur their broncos into the very midst of the flying
herds, and by degrees turn them about and guide them so that they
swing round a circle and return to their pastures. 'When great move-
ments take place, in which youth and enthusiasm need the guidance
of . mature judgment, let wise counsellors -get into the current and
sympathetically give it direction. God be thanked in this age of
apathy for anything that breaks up stagnation! If this world is to.
be evangelized, it must be young men and young women that take up:
the work and put into it a consecrated spirit of enterprise and
enthusiastic endeavor. Surely the Holy Spirit must be moving,.
where men leave positions of honor and trust as well as of comfort,
and go as picneers into the depths of the Dark Continent simply to pre-
pare the way of the Lord ! TThere is a sublimity in such consecration.

III. We think w see also, among the signs of the times, a marked’
tendency to establish a more direct tie between the clurches and the
missionaries, This drift has been strongly resisted by the Boards,
and not without reason. They say it tends to narrow instead of
to broaden sympathy; to foster favoritism in the choice of certain
attractive fields and the neglect of others; to cripple the general
work in attention to local fields, ete. We see sound sense in all this.
Yet is it worth while to resist a growing demand of the day? The
churches say that to have a'worker located somewhere who is imme-
diately supported by the particular church, and from whom letters
come from time to time, feeds the flame of missionary interest ; that.
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